
(President), Bill Barr (Vice-

President), Mary Lou Irwin 

who is Helen’s daughter 

and  He len Schoe l l 

(Secretary), and Vicki 

Eriqat (Treasurer).  If you 

would like to be a part of 

this Board, please call me. 

 

     A new position on this 

Board has been designated 

as the Executive Secretary/

Historian and I would love 

to have Sharon Marotte fill 

this since she has been so 

efficient in that position all 

year and has not had a 

proper title. 

 

     We still have four 

months of accordion pro-

grams for this year and 

each one of them will be 

outstanding and different.  

Save your 2nd Sunday of 

the month for us and join 

us with good music and 

delicious cake made by 

Helen Stables.  Her cakes 

are truly wonderful.   — 

  

 

 

    by Gloria Ensign 

 

 

      What a wonderful pres-

entation of the Button Box 

and how it is played and 

the background of their 

ethnic variations by Joe and 

Josie Torres last month. 

We had members of our 

Club dance for us as our 

feet tapped to the vibrant 

polka and waltz tempos.  

I am so pleased that they 

came to our Club to play.  

 

     We are fortunate to 

have Garrett Kassler in 

September to present us 

with his style of accordion 

playing.  It is great to see 

young people play so well.  

Let’s all give him the sup-

port he needs by bringing 

your young friends to 

hear him.  I know he will 

be outstanding. 

 

     Sadness returned to 

our Club this month with 

the passing of Tom Bax-

ter. Oh, such a loss for all 

of us.  He was so active at 

St. Didacus Catholic 

Church, tutoring the 

young people and taking 

Communion to the shut-

in parishioners.  The ALSI 

Ensemble and the Friday 

Accordion Group will 

truly miss his outstanding 

introductions and his ob-

vious joy with French mu-

sic.  Oh, he will be missed 

by so many of us. 

     Our Oktoberfest at 

Balboa Park will be organ-

ized by Kjell Holmes and 

Bill Barr.  Be prepared for 

a phone call from them to 

play and/or assist them.  

Get your polka music out 

and prepare some exciting 

dance music for it. 

 

     I have some members 

who have volunteered for 

the nomination of Presi-

dent, Vice-President, Sec-

retary and Treasurer.  

They are; Gordon Kohl 
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MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 

for International delivery.  Partial year memberships can be purchased.  Use this calculation as follows: 

Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year.  Therefore, if you are joining with a  USA 

club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula 

would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13.  Make check or money order payable to ALSI 

and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O.  Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is 

published once each  month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting.  (Meetings are the second 

Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok 

Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no 

article is to be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments 

that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in   The REED BLOCK, 

please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would 

like reviewed and written up in  The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography 

of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above.  Please include the price of the item 

including shipping and handling.  If you want the package returned after the review please include return 

postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to  The REED BLOCK please note:  For next month all material is due 

two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the October 2009 issue is: September 

28, 2009.  This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, 

advertisements and ensemble schedules.  Please make sure your material is received,  in writing or  email, 

no later than that date.  Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to 

Bob Page at webmaster@accordion  -club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per 

issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue, 

one -page event flyer is $25/per issue.  Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members.  (All ads must be 

accordion related). 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00  - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA   Next Meeting will be on Sunday, Sep-

tember 13th from 1:00  to 4:00 pm in Bailey Hall.    

Directions to 

Mt. Miguel Covenant Village 

 

 

1. Take I-8 to the exit ramp to Route 125.  

 

2. Take Route 125 South to Jamacha Blvd off -   ramp. 

 

3. Turn right off Freeway to Jamacha Blvd. then turn right & go Eastbound on Ja-

macha Blvd. to Kempton.  

 

4. Turn right and go several blocks to San Carlos  St. 
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI    

September, 2009 

   

  by Sharon Marotte 

 

     Our ALSI accordion meeting was held on 

Sunday, August 9

th

.  Café player was Linda 

Hibbert, Brandel - Bob Page, Crider #1 - 

Kari Andrews, Crider #2 - Bill Barr.  Rus-

sell Camp was the mystery player for the day.  

Bill Barr was also the MC for our open play 

time. 

 

     Our first players were Al & Claudia 

Wrona from Highland, CA.  What a team!  

Claudia plays her Petosa accordion and Al does 

the percussion instruments.  They played Pytala 

Sie Pani (Polish), Korobushka (Russian) and Re-

turn to Me (Italian).  Always good to see them, 

they drive quite a distance to come to San 

Diego. 

 

     Sharon Marotte (me) was next to play.  

My songs were You, You, You (which was a 

favorite of my accordion teacher, Sadie), Moon 

songs medley, and A Pretty Girl is like a Mel-

ody. 

 

     Kari Andrews and Sharon Marotte 

played three pieces together.  The first was 

Landlicher Tanz, then the Accordion Waltz fol-

lowed by Blott en Dag, a beautiful Scandinavian 

tune.  I really like playing music with another 

person. It’s fun to make harmony!!  

 

     Sami Zein told us about his accordion, 5 

row chromatic, C system, standard bass, 

which was very interesting.  His songs were 

Odette, composer Gus Viseur - Guapita which 

is an Argentina tango, and a Finnish waltz – 

Playful Love.  By popular demand, he played a 

Finnish polka for us. 

 

     Bob Page played Waltz Allegro, which 

was beautiful and not easy.  His music teacher 

taught him to use 5 finger chords so he played 

Talk of the Town with lots of 5 finger chords!!  

Bob is a very good player and it is a pleasure 

to hear him play. 

 

     Helen Estok Schoell then read a thank 

you letter from Joe Di Giacinto’s wife and 

daughter in remembrance of the special cele-

bration of Joe’s life that was held at the picnic 

this last June.  (see the letter on page 8). 

 

     Joe and Josie Torres were honored by 

cutting the cake for our break -  Just like being 

at a wedding!!  What a delightful couple they 

are – we had a great showcase from them – 

have not seen our ALSI crowd so noisy, hoot-

ing and hollering, dancing and singing.  Sure 

was fun!! 

 

 

 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE      

 

The ALSI Steering Committee Meetings are usually held the Wednesday after the monthly ALSI 

meeting.  Anyone is welcome to attend, to share ideas for our club, and have lunch and get ac-

quainted with workings of ALSI.  Please contact Sharon Marotte at 619-286-3948 for a reservation.  

Our next meeting will be  September 17, Thursday  at 11:00 am  in the Coco’s Restaurant at 

the intersection of Friars Road and Mission Gorge in San Diego.   — 
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BUTTON BOX SNAPSHOTS 

 


