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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Kjell Holmes

The greatest entertain-
ment our ALSI audience has
had since the days of Myron
Floren and Dick Contino.
That’s what 170 ALSI mem-
bers and their friends en-
joyed at the Frank Marocco
concert on August 0™
Frank’s performance of one
hour plus went by so unbe-
lievably fast. And then he and
Lou Fanucchi struck a
crowning blow with several
tunes, and then closing with
a roaring impromptu ar-
rangement of Beer Barrel
Polka, that raised the roof. |
wish to thank all who
worked so well together to
make this event such a great
success, doing all the special
meeting jobs like parking
cars, setting up and taking
down chairs and tables,

bringing the goodies, orga-
nizing the goodies, handling
the tickets, and all the other
work associated with making
it such a successful after-
noon.

At this time of the year,
our club leadership has been
preparing for the September
meeting with the Howard
Kantorowski showcase, the
October meeting with Okto-
ber Fest in Balboa Park., and
the November meeting for
Heritage Day. This is an
important part of the year
and much organization and
preparation is required.

We are so lucky that our
members are so willing to
attend meetings and work
together so well. It sure
helps to make things happen.
We are all so happy about
Bob Page’s Newsletter work,
and his periodic tending of
our new club website. Bill
Barr has taken over the
monthly chores of scheduling
and organizing the entertain-
ment players at Mount Mi-
guel Covenant Village on our
meeting day. This work also
includes the scheduling of
Mystery Players.

Our club is doing well,
we have finally obtained a
meeting facility were we are
truly liked. It is just right for
what we do. Russell Camp, a
resident, is wonderful at

being our liaison to the
Mount Miguel Management.
Thank You Russel. Our
Treasury is strong, and even
though many of our people
are older, we are still enthu-
siastic and have a will to try
new things. A good sign of
this is what was accom-
plished with the Frank Ma-
rocco concert.

At present all our accor-
dion players are practicing
on their accordions for the
Oktober Fest Season. The
greatest time of all for the
accordion.

Our meeting in Decem-
ber will feature student play-
ers in a Teacher’s Showcase.
Gloria Ensign will present
some of her students during
a showcase which will fea-
ture Christmas and other
music. This should be a real
good experience for them
and for our Club.

| hope to see you all on
September [4th for the
Howard Kontorowski Show-
case. It will begin after
2:30PM. So for those who
would like to play, bring your
accordions and join in playing
prior to the break for coffee.
It will be a great showcase.
Howard has been practicing
a lot and will know doubt
show us some new tricks.
See you all there. —
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ALSI MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER GENERAL INFORMATION

MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 US.A,, $26 Canada, $27.00
for International delivery. Partial year memberships can be purchased. Use this calculation as follows:
Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year. Therefore, if you are joining with a USA
club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula
would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13. Make check or money order payable to ALSI
and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O. Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175. The REED BLOCK is
published once each month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting. (Meetings are the second
Sunday of each month). Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok
Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor. Unless so stated, no
article is to be construed as an endorsement. Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments
that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor. If you disagree with anything in The REED BLOCK,
please let us know in writing.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS: If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would
like reviewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography
of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above. Please include the price of the item
including shipping and handling. If you want the package returned after the review please include return
postage with the package.

CUT-OFF DATE: All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note: For next month all material is due
three weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the October 2008 issue is Septem-
ber 22, 2008. This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion work-
shops, advertisements and ensemble schedules. Please make sure your material is received, in writing or
email, no later than that date. Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or
email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org. Thank you for your cooperation.
ADVERTISEMENTS: Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per
issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue,
one -page event flyer is $25/per issue. Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members. (All ads must be
accordion related).

MEETINGS: The club normally meets at 1:00 - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt
Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA (Next Meeting will be Howard Kan-
torowski Showcase: Sunday, September 14th at 1:00 pm in Bailey Hall at Covenant Village).

Contributors: Please Note! Directions to
The cut-off or due date for all material for Mt. Miguel Covenant Village
the October Issue of this newsletter is I. Take I-8 to the exit ramp to Route 125.

September 22.
P 2. Take Route 125 South to Jamacha Blvd off-

. . ramp.
This is three weeks before the next meeting
in October and is necessary to provide the 3. Turn right off Freeway to Jamacha Blvd. then
editor with sufficient time to meet the turn right & go Eastbound on Jamacha Blvd. to
Kempton.

printing deadline.
4. Turn right and go several blocks to San Carlos
Thank you for your help in this matter, the St.
two week deadline will be resumed the 5. Turn left and the Village is on the right.
following month.
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CONCERT REVIEW

FRANK MAROCCO CONCERT
AUGUST 10, 2008

by Bob Warner

Our long awaited jazz concert by the mas-
ter himself, Frank Marocco, played out this
afternoon to a large and enthusiastic audience.
Today we had one of the largest attendances,
if not the largest, of the year, all in anticipation
of hearing and seeing the master himself. It
was a pleasure to hear someone with such
command of the instrument play so many of
the musical standards we all recognize and
love. Throughout his career Frank has devel-
oped a performing jazz style that is at once
recognizable, accompanied by superb skills on
both the treble and bass sides of the accor-
dion. There were a lot of fireworks in that
right hand but the left was also busy, providing
a seemingly unending variety of rhythms to
accompany Frank’s sophisticated arrange-
ments. The bass is half the instrument and
Frank uses it expertly. Frank’s Petosa accor-
dion is specially constructed to give his jazz
style extra punch and modern sound. All of
Frank’s arrangements are literally virtuoso
pieces replete with fast runs, rhythmic chords,
active bass, mellow melodies and phrasing that
tie it all together. He has complete control of
the instrument. And behind that instrument is
a friendly gentleman who enjoys sharing his
craft and experiences. And in that regard he
enhanced the program by having our own Lou
Fanucchi join him near the end of his perform-
ance for some really electrifying jamming. Lou
is a remarkably talented accordionist and mu-
sician. He joined in the jamming as if the two
had been rehearsing.

Well, the microphones were set up, the
amplifiers on and balanced. Frank walked out
after the introduction and began playing his
first song, “THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES”
with a jazzy beat and rich treble sound. One

thing you notice right away is Frank’s original
use of the bass in establishing the rhythms he
wants to project. This was quickly followed
by “WITH A SONG IN MY HEART” by Rich-
ard Rodgers. His bassoon reed voicings fit jazz
and swing very well. This was an engaging
piece having rich sounding chords and a lot of
moving bass. Frank is a strong proponent of
the old standards. The interest he has in this
music really shows in his playing. From the
forties we heard “STARDUST” by Hoagy Car-
michael and “MOONLIGHT SERENADE “by
Glen Miller. These pretty melodies were
played with big, rhythmic chords mixed with
runs to provide a great beat and phrasing.
And that’s the way it is with all of Frank’s ar-
rangements. “STOMPIN’ AT THE SAVOY”
was a workshop in improvising. This one had
the “wow” factor.

Frank is also a serious fan of the works of
South American bandoneon artist and com-
poser Astor Piazzola. The first piece,
“OBLIVION” was a very technical, dramatic
composition of virtuoso magnitude. The sec-
ond, “LIBERTANGO?”, was fast with a distinc-
tive rhythm where the melody was often car-
ried by the 5th finger with variations below.
As usual there was great bass work and

(continued on next page)
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CONCERT REVIEW (continued)

dynamics. Piazzola’s tangos are different. The
rhythms are edgy and angular but often sof-
tened by melody. They are not easy to play.
We then heard a Michelle Le Grand med-
ley starting with the melodic “l WILL WAIT
FOR YOU” followed by some works of Anto-
nio Carlos Joabim. The sophisticated
“BACHELOR IN PARIS” charmed us while the
flashy “MY LITTLE MUSETTE” captivated the
audience. Music from two movie Cclassics,
“DOCTOR ZIVAGO” and “THE GODFA-
THER” were impressive. “THE GODFATHER
“was a concert level arrangement. To lighten
up, Frank performed a Henry Mancini medley
which included “CHARADE” and several oth-
ers. There was a lot of treble work here with
a big overall sound. Continuing with the old
standards we heard “NATURE BOY”,
“CHEEK TO CHEEK” and “ISN'T SHE

LOVELY” by Stevie wonder. These were all
fast, swing style numbers.

At this time Frank invited Lou Fanucchi to
join him for some jamming starting with
“CORCOVADOQO” by Antonio Carlos Joabim”.
Jamming may not be a good word because this
did not sound like something that was thrown
together. It was a great duet. The two contin-
ued with “BLUSETTE”. There was fabulous
soloing by each of them with great backup for

the soloist. “TAKE THE A TRAIN” by Duke
Ellington was the last number. The improvising
by both accordionists was extraordinary. The
audience gave them a standing ovation. But,
before they left the stage, someone shouted
“BEER BARREL POLKA”. They took up the
request to provide a rousing finish to the af-

ternoon.

Above is a picture of Frank with the plaque
that was presented him by Kjell Holmes in ap-
preciation for his great achievements and
wonderful performance for our ALSI club. His
contributions to the world of the accordion
are immeasurable.

It was a pleasure to listen to his fine pro-
gram. Frank is completely at ease with his in-
strument. The technique is sharp, clean and
accurate with speed to burn, the arrange-
ments extraordinary and above all, the entire
showcase was entertaining.. We hope that we
can have Frank back for a return engagement.
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EVENT COMMITTEES

HERITAGE DAY

November 9th

PICNIC COMMITTEE
June 14th 2009

Master of Ceremonies

OKTOBERFEST/ BALBOA PARK
October 12th

Committee Chairs
Gordon Kohl, Kjell Holmes, Bob Page

Bob Warner
Manager Tickets Master of Ceremonies
Helen Schoell Bob Warner Erin Quinn
Manager Raffle Hospitality Booth Gordon Kohl
Helen Schoell Ron & Helen Schoell Heritage Flags
Power Supply Program Lineup & Sun Awnings Sharon Marotte
Merle Williams Jerry Odling Heritage Photographer
Bob Page Decorations Sharon Marotte
Chief Cook Sharon Marotte Food Coordinator
Jack Marotte City Permits Helen Schoell
2nd Cook Burch Ertle Kitchen Helpers
Merle Williams Power Supply
3rd Cook Merle Williams, Bob Page
Bob Page Manager of Chairs
Gordon Kohl
Security
Jack Marotte

Committee Chair
Lou Fanucchi
Committee Members

“To help to get more members involved in club activities we have organized a committee approach to running and
managing the club.” Many opportunities for service are available for these and other club events. If you would like to be
a part of these ALSI activities, please contact the Club President, Kjell Holmes at 858-453-5486 or the Club Secretary,

Helen Estok Schoell at 619-584-4970.

Accordion Instructors

619-465-0543

Gordon Kohl Lou Fanucchi  Tiina Zein
Chula Vista, CA San Diego, CA Ramona, CA
619-427-4344 619-948-3774 760-787-1525
Gloria Ensign Tom Baxter Al Jacobs
Spring Valley, CA San Diego, CA Santee, CA
619-239-7967 619-562-6701

CUSTOMCRAFTED — Since 1922

313 NE 45th Street - Seattle, WA 98105

(206) 632-2700 phone
(206) 632-2733 fax
www.petosa.com

IShop

ol &

444 Colorado Ave. Ste. C
Chula Vista, CA 91910

INSTRUCTION: Piano / Accordion / Keyboard
SHEET MUSIC & BOOKS - ACCORDION SALES & REPAIRS
Amplifiers « Pick-Ups « Straps * Cases * Accessories

ACCORDION ENTERTAINMENT
SPECIAL BEGINNER PROGRAM

(619) 427-4344
gordonkohlaccordions.com

donkohi@gordonk
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ACCORDIONS IN GUATEMALA

by Russell Camp
Guatemala 2008

This was another good trip to Guatemala, to
San Juan La Laguna, to Colegio Cristiano Nuevo
Amanecer. The group was large and the possibili-
ties for foul-ups and lost baggage were great. But
we had no problems going or returning for which
we were very grateful. We left on the 29™ of
June and returned on the 17" of July.

With such a large group we were able to do
many different things. Some taught English, arts
and crafts, singing, computers, games and basket-
ball. Others worked in the construction of a
second story on the classroom building and oth-
ers built some storage cabinets for the teachers.
| was involved with the fourth, fifth and sixth
grades teaching music and singing in the mornings.

Russell and some of

ys that wanted &learn.

In the afternoons | was occupied with teach-
ing accordion to any who wanted to try. Thanks
to people from A.LS.I. we have 10 accordions
that have been donated for use at the school.
For beginners we used the three twelve bass ac-
cordions working with three students at a time.
This year the school had hired a music teacher
and she helped organize the groups. | also taught
her some basic accordion. Because of her influ-
ence there were a number of girls that tried and
they did quite well.

My goal was to have a group play something
on the last day. We had worked on the song

"This is The Day Which the Lord Has Made". They
knew the song and could sing it in their native lan-
guage, Spanish and English. But to play it by ear on
the keyboard took a lot of repetition. On the last
day there were five girls and two boys who played
the song on the right hand. We had worked on the
bass but putting the two together was beyond
them at that time. | played along with them and it
sounded pretty good. | have hopes that the music
teacher will keep them practicing and progressing. |
have been using the Palmer - Hughes books and they
seem to follow a good consecutive method of teach-

ing.

The school has added the seventh and eighth
grades this year and hopefully will be able to add the
ninth grade when the new school year begins in Janu-
ary of 2009.

As a group, we did get to do some sightseeing and
some of us went kayaking on Lake Atitlan. We also
took 200 students plus the cooks, food, teachers
and staff to a weekend camp about five hours travel
away. We traveled in cargo trucks, which are not
like busses. We got there and back and the children
had a great time. It is a special time for them as many
have never been away from their own village.

As | think of the trip | really think of the stu-
dents and their desire to learn and share their lives
with us on the team. It is worth it all to be able to
invest time and love in the lives of the students and
the staff. —




