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Subscriptions for the calendar year, January to December, $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 for International   

Send check or money order payable to The REED BLOCK to: Helen Estok Schoell, at  P.O.  Box 151357 

San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is published once each month for delivery prior to the next meeting  

(Meeting are the second Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submit-

ted to Helen Estok Schoell or Bob Page. 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no article is to 

be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments that do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in the REED BLOCK, please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would like re-

viewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography of the artist; 

include names, date and places.  Please include the price of the item including shipping and handling.  If you want 

the package returned after the review please include return postage with the package. 

 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note:  all material is due two weeks before the 

next meeting, accordingly the due date for the October 2007 issue is    October 1, 2007.  This includes all items such 

as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops and ensemble schedules.  Please make sure your 

material is received, in writing or  email, no later than that date.  Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell or 

Bob Page at webmaster@accordion-club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00 — 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt Miguel 

Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA     (Next Meeting: Sunday, September 9, 2007 ) 

ALSI Website:  www.accordion-club-sandiego.org 

ALSI STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  

ALSI is San Diego’s forum for appreciating and 

performing accordion music,  

including the MIDI electronic accordion 

—- 

We welcome members who enjoy listening to or 

playing accordion music. 

—- 

We have an accordion ensemble group, monthly 

meetings, local concerts featuring local and  

internationally famous performers, an annual  

picnic and a monthly newsletter.  

PRESIDENT: Kjell Holmes       (858) 453-5486 

PRESIDENTS EMERITI: Harold Estok (Founder); Ron Griffin 

EDITOR / SECRETARY:  Helen Estok Schoell,     (619) 584-4970 

ENSEMBLE DIRECTOR: Vicki Eriqat      (619) 563-5586 

TREASURER: Vicki Eriqat        (619) 563-5586 

REED BLOCK/WEBSITE PRODUCTION:   Bob Page                               (760) 451-3641 

LIBRARIAN: 
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by Kjell Holmes 

       

     Another great day for 

ALSI was Tony Lovello 

Concert day. His concert 

was loved so much by all of 

us and every where he went. 

At the Accordionairs in Los 

Angeles  there was standing 

room only.  Those two great 

performances were topped 

by his performance in Co-

tati, which netted him a four digit income. In my 

phone conversation today he promised that he 

would let me know if he plans to come out here 

again. 

 

     Our club is in need of three volunteers to help 

with meeting functions, such as helping with table 

and chair set ups and removal after the meeting. 

Russel Camp and Merle Williams need your help. 

If you can help, please call Russel Camp at 619 

267 - 2532. 

 

     Volunteers are also needed for kitchen host-

esses. We would like to schedule this work on a 

monthly rotation bases. We need two volunteers a 

month for the kitchen. Hopefully several of you 

will be interested, and if you are please call Helen 

Schoell at 619 - 584 -4970 so she can schedule you 

to your liking. Remember you can pick the month 

of your choice. 

 

     As before Vicki Eriqat will lead us all in a jam 

after our Show Case. She has chosen the Tunes to 

be Gordon Kohl’s arrangement of God Bless 

America and America The Beautiful, a medley,  

that was passed out to all attendees at Gordon 

Kohl”s band performance show case at our July 

meeting. So those of you who have the music prac-

tice it for the jam. Vicki will bring extra copies for 

new participants and for those who have acciden-

tally misplaced their music. Bring Your Accordi-

ons and join in the jam. It will be fun. 

 

     Al Jacobs, our loyal, very experienced accor-

dion player will be performing showcase. Like all 
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  by Helen E. Schoell 

 

     Our thanks to Russell Camp and Merle Wil-

liams who had everything set up for our Tony 

Lovello’s Concert. 

      

     Lenita Barrett and Sally Scheinok did a won-

derful job of setting the tables and serving all the 

delicious food.  Bob Warner and Lenita Barrett 

brought a tremendous amount of fried chicken for 

everyone to enjoy. 

      

     Others who wished to be anonymous, brought 

hors d’oeuvres, salads, fruit plate, sandwiches, soft 

drinks, cookies, cake and pudding, etc.  What a 

feast! 

      

     Lenita cleared and cleaned up the kitchen with 

yours truly’s help.  We are most appreciative for 

all of your help and generosity.  May God bless 

one and all.  — 

the rest of us, yours truly is again very anxious to 

hear Al’s performance music. I am excited about 

seeing you all at the meeting on September 9 

th

.  

 

    (Live Music Touches the Heart!)      
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  TONY LOVELLO CONCERT  

  by Bob Warner 

      

     The superb abilities and extraordinary musi-

cianship of Tony Lovello entertained our audience 

to an exceptional degree today. With Tony, when 

he is announced, the playing begins  immediately. 

All of the setup for his instrument and amplifiers 

has already been done so there is nothing else left 

to do but to begin. And so he did, initially sitting 

in the audience and then strolling up to the front. 

The first thing that anyone would notice is how 

comfortable Tony is with his instrument. For 

nearly two hours our attentive, smiling audience 

enjoyed a program that only Tony Lovello could 

present. He never sat down, all the while standing 

and strolling. And of course, there is his signature 

bellows shake. There is no one I know of that can 

perform bellows shake the way Tony does. He can 

vary a triple bellows shake from pianissimo to 

double forte with ease. He is able to work in a deli-

cate vibrato on either the treble or bass side with 

no discernible movement of the hands by varying 

the pressure on the keyboards. His unique tech-

nique employs big rich, chords mixed with runs 

and arpeggios, all in stylish, elegant arrangements. 

And, not once did he look at the keyboard. He 

looks at the audience, often stopping to talk and 

amuse us with his rapid patter and then re-starting 

right where he left off. This was entertainment 

with a capital E. In no time at all he had the full 

attention of the audience. It was easy to see that he 

loves performing. When it came time for playing 

some of his signature pieces, they were played 

with a skill and passion that displayed full com-

mand of the instrument and professional abilities 

that took years to develop.  

     Tony opened up with “STRANGERS IN THE 

NIGHT” and a series of “name that tune” pieces 

wherein the lucky audience member received a 

free C-D of his. Especially notable was the song 

“SWAY” originally recorded by Dean Martin. He 

continued with a standup comedy routine all the 

while playing some fantastic material and fre-

quently talking to audience members. With 

“THROUGH THE EYES OF LOVE” he demon-

strated his vibrato technique and the big chord 

style for which he is so famous. A paraphrase on 

“DARK EYES” followed mixed with another 

comedy routine but ending with a triple bellows shake 

finale that was terrific. “I’M FALLING IN LOVE 

WITH YOU” was played with big rich chords while 

embellishing it with his vibrato technique. He topped 

off the first half of the program with his signature 

piece, “ MALAGUENA” by Ernesto Lecuona from 

the Spanish Suite “ANDALUCIA” and “I COULD 

HAVE DANCED ALL NIGHT”.  Maleguena was five 

minutes of paraphrases on the basic melodic theme 

mixed with shifting rhythms and triple bellows shake. 

It is easy to see why Tony is so famous for this piece. 

     The second half began with more of Tony’s humor 

but more importantly he demonstrated playing melody 

with his thumb and adding harmony on  top with the 

other fingers to produce a unique, rich sound while 

using the bassoon reeds. A quick, demo of triple bel-

lows shake technique followed. The cautions were to 

keep a tight bass strap and use an up and down mo-

tion. Going on, we heard other signature pieces such 

as the famous “TWILIGHT TIME” and “PEG OF MY 

HEART” played with richness and delicacy that is 

Tony’s trademark. 

     Rounding out the afternoon Tony played a terrific 

arrangement of the theme song from “THE PHAN-

TOM OF THE OPERA” where his bellows technique 

added great interest and drama. An encore of excerpts 

from operatic compositions and Neapolitan songs 

completed the concert. 

     It is clear that Tony Lovello is a master of the ac-

cordion. He is free to interpret and enrich his music to 

an unprecedented degree. His bellows control, which 

is incredible, has been and still is a signature of his 

playing. It is a pleasure to listen to and watch someone 

who is so comfortable with his instrument. The music 

is rich and exciting. So, if you get a chance to see a 

Lovello concert, “don’t miss it.”  — 
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COUPE MONDIALE COMPETITION RESULTS 

Coupe Mondiale 

1. Alexander Sevastian    ($5000 award) CANADA 

2. Li Long          ($1500 award)  CHINA 

3. Linar Davletbaev          ($500 award) RUSSIA 

4. Ivan Sverko    CROATIA 

5. Julien Gonzales    FRANCE 

6. Jai Qi Ge     CHINA 

7. Zong Han Fu    CHINA 

8. Sergei Osokin    RUSSIA 

9. Pieternel Berkers    NETHERLANDS 

10. Mikhail Petrov    KAZAKHSTAN 

11. Guillaume Leroy    FRANCE 

12. Josip Nemet    CROATIA 

13. Daniel Anderson    SWEDEN 

14. Ozren Grozdanic    CROATIA 

15. Wei Huang    CHINA 

 

Junior Coupe Mondiale  

1. Ruslan Osipov      RUSSIA 

2. Barbara Slavinska   POLAND 

3. Robi Simonelli      CROATIA 

4. Remi Mounes  FRANCE  

5. Gaelle Vinckier     FRANCE 

6. Tony Iivonen  SWEDEN 

7. Samantha Jarquio (tie) USA 

8. Sabrina Prichard (tie) SWEDEN 

9. Jessican Chen  NEW ZEALAND 

10. George Xu           NEW ZEALAND 

11. Stephanie Panzic            NEW ZEALAND 

 

(1st $1500 award, 2nd $800 award, 3rd $500 award) 

 

International Competitaion for Piano Accordion  

1. Stanislav Jusufovic SERBIA 

2. Goran Stevanovic  BOSNIA 

3. Grayson Masefield NEW ZEALAND 

4. Nikola Jankovic  SERBIA 

5. Serhiy Krytskyy  UKRAINE 

6. Li Long   CHINA 

7. Daisy Ying Huang CHINA 

8. Sarah Smith  GERMANY 

9. Adrian Stieglitz  GERMANY 

10. Sammy Thomas  USA 

11. Christopher Gorton USA 

 

(1st $5000 award, 2nd $1500 award, 3rd $500 

award) 

 

 

International Competition for Virtuoso  

Entertainment Music 

1. Jeremie Buirette  FRANCE 

2. Felicien Brut  FRANCE 

3. Benoit Chabod  FRANCE 

4. Cyril Blanchard  FRANCE 

5. Sammy Thomas  USA 

6. Grayson Masefield NEW ZEALAND 

7. Yves Moulin  FRANCE 

8. Nicolas Koch  FRANCE 

9. Apolline Grimaldi  FRANCE 

 

(1st $1500 award, 2nd $800 award, 3rd $500 award) 

 

Junior International Competition for Virtuoso  

Entertainment Music 

1. Eric Allard-Jacquin FRANCE 

2. Sarah Vonau  FRANCE 

3. Pierre Laval  FRANCE 

4. Ruslan Osipov  RUSSIA 

5. Benoit Nortier (tie) FRANCE 

6. Kevin LeGrand (tie) FRANCE 

7. Samantha Jarquio  USA 

8. Anne-Sophie Bonnot FRANCE 

9. Julie Langton  UNITED KINGDOM 

10. Olivia Panzic  NEW ZEALAND 

11. Adrian Perez  SPAIN 

12. Edward Giffney  NEW ZEALAND 

13. John Moceo  USA 

 

(1st award $1000, 2nd $500, 3rd $350) 
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   by Russell E. Camp 

 

Guatemala July 4—July 20, 2007. 

 

     Well, where has time gone?  I have already 

been to Guatemala and back.  As usual, I had a 

great time and enjoyed being at the school and 

with so many wonderful people and children.  We 

arrived in Guatemala City about 5:40 a.m. on July 

5th after a flight leaving Los Angeles at 12:30 a.m.  

Sleep was difficult to say the least, but a beautiful 

sunrise greeted us as we circled to land. 

     After immigration and customs we were met by 

our van driver and were soon on our way to Lake 

Atitlan.  Our group leader met us near the launches 

and, after a 30 minute boat ride, we were at the 

dock at San Juan La Laguna, where the New 

Dawning Christian School is located.  Thursday 

afternoon was given over to settling in, resting and 

getting ready to leave early Friday morning to 

spend a weekend with the students and staff at a 

special campground. 

     After loading over 150 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th 

graders, plus cooks and counselors, staff, food and 

equipment into four cargo trucks, we left around 

8:30 for the 5 hour trip to the camp.  Arriving 

there, we received our room assignments, got or-

ganized and readied for a very busy weekend.  

There were team yells, skits, songs, dramas and 

various competitions.  Four of our group were ap-

pointed as judges for all of these events.  Then, 

dinner prepared on wood fires by the cooks, was 

served.  In the evening more meetings and singing 

and a camp fire with devotions and more singing.  

After a busy day, bed was very welcome. 

     Saturday began at 6:00 a.m. with breakfast at 

7:00.  Each student had to take care of his own 

plate, cup and spoon and keep them washed and 

ready for the next meal.  The morning was busy 

with more skits, dramas and Bible competitions.  

Then, there were games, sports and swimming.  

After lunch and rest, there were more skits and ac-

tivities, then we prepared for a special evening 

banquet.  I did play some special music on the ac-

cordion for this event.  The evening ended with a 

program by some of 7th and 8th graders who came 

along to help with arrangements and clean -up.  

The evening ended with a devotional and special 

sing time. 

     Sunday again began at 6:00 with breakfast at 

7:00 and devotions.  At 9:00, we boarded the 

trucks for a visit to the nearby city of Huehu-

etenango.  Many of the children had not been out 

of San Juan, so this was a real treat for them.  On 

the way back to camp, we stopped at  the Mayan 

ruins of Zaculeu.  There are a number of pyramids 

that have been restored, but many more were just 

uncovered or in the process of restoration.  It was 

very interesting.  Well, back to camp, and a final 

lunch.  Closing ceremonies, prizes, cleanup, and 

we ended our time there and we loaded up and 

started on the way back to San Juan.  We arrived 

back at San Juan between 8:00 and 9:00 in the eve-

ning. 

     Monday was a rest day, there were no classes.  

We all needed a day to recuperate.  Then Tuesday 

classes began.  Each day we had devotions with 

the staff and then one of the classes.  On Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday, I had four classes with 

3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th graders.  Each class was for 

ACCORDIONS  IN GUATEMALA 


