
attempt to do more for 

the young accordionists. 

So far we have had 

Gordon Kohl"s students 

in the Mother Goose Pa-

rade, and and now we are 

taking steps to do some-

thing else for the students.  

As of right now, we are 

not sure when or if the 

Club will be involved in 

the Mother Goose Parade 

again. 

     As I personally stated 

last April, I will be retiring 

from my Presidents posi-

tion in the middle of Oc-

tober, and will be away in 

November and Decem-

ber.  I do plan to continue 

with my precious mem-

bership and will be back 

for the Reunion Band Per-

formance in January.   

 

Kjell Holmes 

Tel./Fax 858-453-5486  

  By Kjell Holmes 

 

     September 14th was 

such a great meeting day 

for our Club. 

     Bill Barr, who has ac-

cepted leadership for all 

coordinating of music in 

the various places at Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village, 

did a wonderful job super-

vising that activity. 

     H o w a r d  K a n -

torowski"s show case was 

well worth waiting for a 

year.  Howard played very 

good music and also 

showed us how his elec-

tronic music book 

worked.  Thank you for 

your very good perform-

ance, and also thank you 

for returning your mone-

tary performance com-

pensation back to our 

club treasury. It is very 

much appreciated. 

     Our next meeting will 

be in Balboa Park. We will 

be celebrating OKTOBER 

FEST on the East end of 

the Prado and West of 

the Large Fountain. All 

players will be contacted 

soon. 

     At our December 

meeting the showcase will 

be two young girls from 

Oceanside. They are Glo-

ria Ensigns students. It will 

definitely be a good show 

case.  In the future we will 
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(No meeting at Mt. Miguel Covenant Village) 

 

Phone 619-584-4970 or 858-453-5486 for details 
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MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 

for International delivery.  Partial year memberships can be purchased.  Use this calculation as follows: 

Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year.  Therefore, if you are joining with a  USA 

club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula 

would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13.  Make check or money order payable to ALSI 

and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O.  Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is 

published once each  month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting.  (Meetings are the second 

Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok 

Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no 

article is to be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments 

that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in   The REED BLOCK, 

please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would 

like reviewed and written up in  The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography 

of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above.  Please include the price of the item 

including shipping and handling.  If you want the package returned after the review please include return 

postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to  The REED BLOCK please note:  For next month all material is due 

two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the November 2008 issue is: October 

27, 2008.  This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, 

advertisements and ensemble schedules.  Please make sure your material is received,  in writing or  email, 

no later than that date.  Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to 

Bob Page at webmaster@accordion  -club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per 

issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue, 

one -page event flyer is $25/per issue.  Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members.  (All ads must be 

accordion related). 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00  - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA   (Next Meeting will be in Balboa Park 

for the October-Fest on Sunday, October 12th from 11:00 am to 4:30 pm).   

Directions to 

Mt. Miguel Covenant Village 

 

Take I-8 to the exit ramp to Route 125. 

 

Take Route 125 South to Jamacha Blvd off-ramp. 

 

Turn right off Freeway to Jamacha Blvd. then turn right & go Eastbound on Jamacha Blvd. to 

Kempton.  

 

Turn right and go several blocks to San Carlos St. 

 

Turn left and the Village is on the right. 
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI Meeting  

September 14, 2008 

  

  by Sharon Marotte 

 

     Our Mystery Player for this month was Margarita 

Romero with her red Excelsior accordion.  She did a 

great job and it shows that she has been practicing.  

Vicki Eriqat was the Cafeteria player, Kjell Holmes 

was at Crider 2, Jerry Odling was at Crider 1 and Joe 

Di Giacinto played at Brandel. These players are ap-

preciated by the folks in these areas.  Kjell was the MC 

for the beginning of our meeting, then turned the job 

over to Bill Barr, who did a grand job!!  I was very 

impressed with his presence on the microphone.  I 

guess being an attorney has helped his gift of gab. 

 

     Gordon Nyhuis was the #1 player, all dressed up 

in his western gear, hat and all.  His first song, Just Be-

cause, was Frankie Yankovic’s 1

st

 million seller album – 

straight from Cleveland, Ohio!!  Kjell really likes this 

polka and had Gordon play it twice.  Next Gordon 

played Small, Small World and  Battle Hymn of the Re-

public.  It’s always good to see and hear Gordon. 

Thanks to Farrie Ann Nichols for bringing him to our 

meeting. 

 

     Bill Barr took the stage and played from memory,  

La Cumparsita tango and the Entry of the Gladiators.  

He played difficult pieces without any music in front of 

him.  Very impressive, as always. 

 

     Elke Ertle was up next with her helper, Burch.  He 

didn’t play his bass but was very helpful carrying equip-

ment for Elke.  He is quite an accordion supporter!  

Her songs were La Ronda, Montmartre, and La Vie En 

Rose.  It’s fun to think that Galla-Rini used to play this 

accordion. 

 

     Jerry Odling played for us, straight from his gig at 

Crider 1. I hope I get these names correct:  Seemans 

waltz, Wien Wien nur du allein & Freunde, die zeit 

Bleibt Nicht Steh’n.  Uff Da!! Glad I don’t have to pro-

nounce these names –Jerry has been practicing for a gig 

coming up – his wife, Barbara, had been his first audi-

ence, we were his second audience. 

   

     Next we listened to Sharon Marotte - dapper Jack 

helped her carry a chair to the stage – another accor-

dion supporter.  Her songs were: When The Saints Go 

Marching In and Liar’s Polka, both arrangements by 

Frank Marocco.  Liar’s Polka was played in the movie 

Grumpy Old Men, but there was no reference to 

grumpy old men in this audience.  The last song, 60-

aringen, was written by Hildegunn Johansen, the young 

lady from Norway. The ‘60 Year Old’ – was dedicated 

to her father on his 60

th

 birthday. 

 

     Kjell Holmes talked about his retirement from the 

presidency of ALSI after October and his need to take 

care of his wife and himself.  Kjell has been Mr. Accor-

dion to our club and San Diego.  He has always tried to 

be fair to all persons in ALSI and has actively worked to 

promote the accordion in so many ways – more than 

most people realize.   ALSI will sorely miss his leader-

ship as President but wish him well in his retirement.   

We hope he will not be a stranger to us.  

 

     Sami and Tiina Zein played several songs for us 

and what a treat this husband/wife team is.  We won-

dered if they practice at home all the time but they said 

that is not the case!  Their songs were:  My Love Be-

longs to You (waltz), Remembering the Forest 

(humppa), The Waves of the Lake Aaninen (waltz) and 

Bye Bye Polka.  Their Finnish music is so good. 

 

     Lou Fanucchi stopped by at the ALSI meeting to 

say hi and lucky for us, he brought his accordion in out 

of his hot car.  He was on to another gig, plus playing at 

the Arizona Accordion Club meeting Monday night. 

What a busy guy he is.  His songs were: Domino, Scent 

of a Woman and the 1

st

 movement of an original con-

cert piece by a Russian composer.  His expertise shows 

every time he plays. 

 

     Al Jacobs entertained us next with a Bossa Nova 

medley –Meditation,Wave, and Girl from Ipanema.  He 

closed with Brazil.  Al is truly an entertainer.  We are 

always glad to see Al and listen to him play. 

 

     Joe Di Giacinto starts his “show” by saying, “Hi – 

I’m Joe”.  He played several songs for us which brought 

us to the break.  It was a beautiful day out on the patio.  

Folks were sitting at the tables, visiting and relaxing, 

very excited about the showcase with Howard Kan-

torowski. We had a  good turnout for his showcase – 

at first the audience was light but folks kept coming 

which was a good thing!  — 

  

  

   

   

HAPPINESS 
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SHOWCASE REVIEW 

HOWARD KANTOROWSKY  

SHOWCASE 

                                    

SEPTEMBER 14, 2008 

 

  by Bob Warner 

 

     Armed with his Midi Petosa and FR-7 Ro-

land accordions, Howard took his place on the 

stage and opened his program with a swingy 

version of “TWILIGHT TIME”. A tall man with 

rugged good looks and a disarming personality, 

he soon demonstrated what a competent and 

versatile musician he is. Here is another great 

musician who happens to play the accordion. 

A highly educated and trained major in music, 

he complements that with a superb technique 

on our favorite instrument. His teaching back-

ground was also clearly demonstrated as he 

explained his program material between num-

bers. The showcase involved a wide range of 

musical styles that used the accordion to good 

advantage. 

     During his showcase he used an electronic 

device called a MUSIC PAD PRO PLUS. It per-

mits a player to scan, store, categorize and 

display an entire library of music in a relatively 

compact size. The material is all quickly acces-

sible and readable in a bright display. 

     Warming up with “12

th

 STREET RAG” at a 

fast tempo, Howard then played an Italian mel-

ody which included such favorites as “O 

SOLO MIO” and “ARRIVIDERCI ROMA”. I 

don’t believe I have ever heard Scott Joplin 

rags played on the accordion but Howard’s 

version of “MAPLE LEAF RAG” had just the 

right amount of bounce and syncopated 

rhythm to carry it off well. I didn’t miss the 

percuss ive sound of p iano.  The 

“ZINGARELLA” waltz musette was technically 

smooth and fluid. 

     Turning to the classics, Howard offered an 

arrangement of “THE CARNIVAL OF VEN-

ICE” by Pietro Deiro. This is an extremely dif-

ficult virtuoso arrangement, highly entertaining 

from the bravura introduction to the explo-

sive finale. A change of pace followed with “A 

COOL SHADE OF BLUE” by Frank Marocco. 

Using bassoon voicing with big chords and 

adding some of his own variations, Howard 

interpreted the Marocco style well.  

     I was looking forward to hearing the FR-7 

ROLAND accordion. Howard performed a 

piece from the movie ‘A BUG’S LIFE”. The left 

hand was programmed for string bass and 

string chords accompaniment, the right for a 

bright treble sound. I was impressed. The mel-

ody was catchy and playful. 

     Back to the Petosa, we heard a beautiful 

arrangement of “MOONLIGHT IN VER-

MONT” followed by “OVER THE RAIN-

BOW”, all performed employing the tasteful 

use of chords and bass solo. Howard’s final 

musette piece was a typically flashy, virtuoso 

level arrangement played on the ROLAND. 

The sonorous sound of “EMBRACEABLE 

YOU” closed out the afternoon program. 

     Howard’s wide ranging repertoire was a 

pleasure to hear today. We appreciated his 

expansive musical knowledge, clean technique 

and fine arrangements. We hope he will be 

back again soon.  — 




