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On a beautiful fall day, on
October 12" the Accordion
Lovers Society International,
ALSI, gave the City of San Diego
their best Oktober Fest ever in
Balboa Park. The covered seat-
ing area for the seated audience
was filled to capacity with Toe
Tapping Accordion Music Lov-
ers. | thank all the participants,
who played accordion, who
contributed sound equipment,
and chairs and covers etc. It was
a perfect day for everyone.

The ALSI excitement for
next month, November, is our
annual Heritage Celebration.
Lou Fanucchi, Chair Person for
Heritage Day, has been contact-
ing all the accordion players to
arrange a good program and
Helen Schoell has been busy

organizing the Ethnic food
Menu.

Bill Barr will be M.C. for the
event, as Lou Fanucchi has an
important gig on Heritage Day.
Bill Barr, Events Coordinator, is
doing well at scheduling and
organizing all the meeting play-
ers for Mt Miguel Covenant
Village and Mystery Players for
ALSI.

As most members probably
know, Gloria Ensign has agreed
to be the ALSI| President for
one year after the first of Janu-
ary. | have very much enjoyed
doing the Presidency for ALSI
these past years. Especially
working very closely with peo-
ple such as Helen Schoell, Roy
Wirta, Vicki Eriqat and now,
since Roy Wirta has retired,
Bob Page.

Because of Bob Page’s
knowledge of the computer and
experience using the computer,
He has brought our ALSI news-
letter from a very good news-
letter to the best monthly news-
letter in the accordion world.

Furthermore, as | said in
April, | announced that | would
be retiring in mid October, and
therefore this will be my last
president’s message. | will defi-
nitely miss all of you very much
and will be gone from the club
in November and December. |
will be back again during the
January meeting. In my absence,
Bill Barr will pinch hit for me for
the December Newsletter.

| wish to thank every one for
all the cooperation and support
| received during my years as

president. Our Club has come a
long way during these past
years. We are now very much
more known in the area, we are
a broader organization with
more committees, have more
people doing all the club chores,
and last, but very important, our
treasury has become very
strong all because everyone
worked well together to accom-
plish this club important
strength. From the early days of
the late 70’s and Frank Ma-
zanek’s Jam Group, to the mid
80’s of Harold Estok’s ALSI
organization, to now where we
have two President Emeritus,
Ron Griffin and yours truly in
the 90.s and the 2000’s. This all
spans a period of over thirty
years. Further, | reminisce on
that first Sunday at Frank’s jam
in 1978 when | met Phil Hamer-
stad, Jim Karasek, Gordon Ny-
hus and Frank Mazanek. What a
great day in my life, and there
have been many more, and
there will be even many more
from now on for my favorite
ALSI Accordion Club. Thank
you all again! With that | sign
off as president. —

Your Friend Always,

Kjell

Kjell Holmes
Tel./Fax 858-453-5486
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ALSI MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER GENERAL INFORMATION

MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A,, $26 Canada, $27.00
for International delivery. Partial year memberships can be purchased. Use this calculation as follows:
Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year. Therefore, if you are joining with a USA
club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula
would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13. Make check or money order payable to ALSI
and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O. Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175. The REED BLOCK is
published once each month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting. (Meetings are the second
Sunday of each month). Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok
Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor. Unless so stated, no
article is to be construed as an endorsement. Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments
that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor. If you disagree with anything in The REED BLOCK,
please let us know in writing.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS: If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would
like reviewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography
of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above. Please include the price of the item
including shipping and handling. If you want the package returned after the review please include return
postage with the package.

CUT-OFF DATE: All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note: For next month all material is due
two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the December 2008 issue is: December
I, 2008. This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops,
advertisements and ensemble schedules. Please make sure your material is received, in writing or email,
no later than that date. Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to
Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org. Thank you for your cooperation.
ADVERTISEMENTS: Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per
issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue,
one -page event flyer is $25/per issue. Cost is doubled for ads placed by non-members. (All ads must be
accordion related).

MEETINGS: The club normally meets at 1:00 - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt
Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA (Next Meeting will be at Bailey Hall on
Sunday, November 9th from 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm).

This Month!

Celebrate Heritage Day
in Bailey Hall
at Mt. Miguel Covenant Village

Phone 619-584-4970 or 858-453-5486 for details
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI

Oktoberfest in Balboa Park
By Sharon Marotte

Our October ALSI meeting was
held Oct 12,2008 in Balboa Park by the
big fountain. The weather was perfect,
clear skies, a little cool which made it
feel like fall. Jack & | were there early
to help set up and decorate. | put up a
few blue & white streamers, 45 white
chairs were delivered, and 5 awnings
were set up, thanks to all of the help-
ers. The generator, amps and mike/mike
stands were set up and tested, and the
music started at 10:45 and continued
until 4 pm. Some of us were dressed in
our German attire which attracted sev-
eral people, especially when we did the
Chicken Dance. | had my picture taken
several times with people passing by.
Jack Marotte provided a watchful eye
over our equipment.

Lots of people were out walking
their dogs, and stopped to listen to our
accordion music. The audience was ever
changing but always with lots of folks
stopping by. The awnings over the
chairs provided plenty of shade — we
appreciate the ALSI members that at-
tended even though they did not play
on the program — even |7 year old
‘Rosco’ Jacobs enjoyed the day. We
talked to lots of people that passed by —
Helen and Ron were busy at their hos-
pitality table giving out information
about our ALSI accordion club.

Listed below are all of the people
who performed at this event and many
thanks to all for their participation:
Kjell Holmes, Merle Williams, Jerry
Odling, Ron Griffin, Sharon Ma-
rotte, Gordon Kohl and his two horn
players (Bob & Joel) — Erica Baier
sang Kufsteiner Leid with this group.
Also playing were: Tom Eskola,
Parker Grabenski (Parker is 10 years
old and plays well), Dave Hubble
(Smiling Jack), Al Jacobs, ALSI En-
semble, Polka Dots (just Vicki
Eriqat & Sharon Marotte), Bob
Page & Tom Baxter, Sami & Tiina
Zein and Joe Di Giancinto.

After the playing was finished,
the chairs were loaded into a van by
Gordon Kohl’s contact, many guys
helped take down all the awnings, folks
packed up their cars with accordions,
stands, stools, and all kinds of equip-
ment. |t was another successful day for
ALSI at Balboa Park!! —
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