
Page 1 

The REED BLOCK November  2007 

 

    Harold Estok, Founder 

  ALSI and The Reed Block 

  

  THE REED BLOCK 

  c/o Helen Estok Schoell 

  P.O. Box 151357 

  San Diego, CA   92175 

 November 2007 

“Celebrating 100 Years of the Piano Accordion in America” 



Page 2 

The REED BLOCK November  2007 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

President’s Message ...................................................  3 

Credits .......................................................................  3 

Accordion Instructors .................................................  3 

Happiness at ALSI .....................................................  4 - 6 

Ensemble Appearances...............................................  7 

Slight Lines................................................................  7 

Upcoming Events & Important Dates..........................  8 

Birthdays and Anniversaries .......................................  8 

Playing Around ..........................................................  9  

Festival Review..........................................................  10 

Piano Accordion History ............................................  11 

Heritage Day Flyer.....................................................  12 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 for Inter-

national delivery.  Send check or money order payable to   The REED BLOCK to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O.  

Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is published once each month for delivery prior to the next 

meeting.  (Meeting are the second Sunday of each month).  Your input to the   The REED BLOCK is invited and 

should be submitted to Helen Estok Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion  -club-sandiego.com. 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no article is to 

be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments that do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in   The REED BLOCK, please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would like re-

viewed and written up in  The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography of the artist; 

include names, date and places to subscription address above.  Please include the price of the item including shipping 

and handling.  If you want the package returned after the review please include return postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to  The REED BLOCK please note:  all material is due two weeks before the 

next meeting, accordingly the due date for the December 2007 issue is    November 28, 2007.  This includes all 

items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertisements and ensemble sched-

ules.  Please make sure your material is received,  in writing or  email, no later than that date.  Please submit your 

input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above subscription address) or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion  -club-

sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per issue or 

$60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue, one -page event 

flyer is $25/per issue.  Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members.  (All ads must be accordion related). 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00  - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt Miguel 

Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA    (Next Meeting: Sunday, November 11, 2007). 

ALSI STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  

ALSI is San Diego’s forum for appreciating and 

performing accordion music,  

including the MIDI electronic accordion 

—- 

We welcome members who enjoy listening to or 

playing accordion music. 

—- 

We have an accordion ensemble group, monthly 

meetings, local concerts featuring local and  

internationally famous performers, an annual  

picnic and a monthly newsletter.  

PRESIDENT: Kjell Holmes       (858) 453-5486 

PRESIDENTS EMERITI: Harold Estok (Founder); Ron Griffin 

EDITOR / SECRETARY:  Helen Estok Schoell,     (619) 584-4970 

ENSEMBLE DIRECTOR: Vicki Eriqat      (619) 563-5586 

TREASURER: Vicki Eriqat        (619) 563-5586 

REED BLOCK/WEBSITE PRODUCTION:   Bob Page                               (760) 451-3641 

LIBRARIAN: 

REED BLOCK SUBSCRIPTION RATES AND GENERAL INFORMATION 
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and ask questions about the players and our 

club.  I met numerous accordion lovers and 

they would either have a sister, brother, fa-

ther or mother that plays the accordion or 

they would themselves.  I invited about 

seven persons to come to our Heritage Day 

and hopefully they might become future 

members.  I also met a lady from Scotland 

whose brother plays the accordion and 

owns a band.  I handed her a newsletter to 

give to her brother.  I am looking forward 

to hearing from him.   

My job for 

the day 

was to an-

swer ques-

t i o n s ,   

hand out 

c o m p l e -

m e n t a r y 

n e w s l e t -

ters and generally  promote our club.  For 

my part, it was a very fruitful day.  My 

thanks go out to all who helped to make it 

successful and to our wonderful players.  It 

was a great day!!!      

 

by Kjell Holmes 

    

     A sad week for every 

one in San Diego. Some 

of our members even 

had to vacate their 

homes. So far it is be-

lieved that none in our 

club have had any 

losses. 

       Our event in Balboa Park on October 

14 was a great success. Again, many of our 

members came and promoted great music. 

Bob Warner, did a great job running and 

emceeing the event.  Gordon Kohl supplied 

fifty chairs and Ted Hill provided a cover 

for the audience. As always Jerry Odling 

provided a cover for the players and a am-

plifier. Also, Jerry Odling and Merle Wil-

liams did a ton of grunt work to put every 

thing together and take it apart. We also had 

a great big audience all the time. Many 

thanks to all for every thing they did to 

make it a great day. 

     Lou Fanucchi is now organizing the mu-

sic for Heritage Day. As most of you know, 

it will be on Sunday November the 11 at 

Mt. Miguel Covenant village in Spring Val-

ley. 

     We will also be at the Mother Goose Pa-

rade on Sunday November 18 in El Cajon. 

        Hope to see you at these events!   

 

     (Live Music Touches the Heart!)      

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 

CREDITS 

 

Gordon Kohl 

Chula Vista, CA 

619-427-4344 

 

Gloria Ensign 

Spring Valley, CA 

619-465-0543 

 

Lou Fanucchi 

San Diego, CA 

619-948-3774 

 

Al Jacobs 

Santee, CA 

619-562-6701 

 

Tom Baxter 

San Diego, CA 

619-239-7967 

 

Tiina Zein 

Ramona, CA 

760-787-1525 

 

John Cesinger 

Carlsbad, CA 

760-431-6393 

    ACCORDION INSTRUCTORS 

  by Helen E. Schoell 

       Our day at the OctoberFest in Balboa 

Park was quite fruitful.  We had a good au-

dience and they would stop by my booth  
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI 

  OKTOBERFEST in BALBOA PARK 

                 October 14, 2007  

 

              by Sharon Marotte 

 

     I got to Balboa Park at 10 am to deco-

rate the awnings with my blue and white 

streamers.   Jerry Odling, Merle Williams 

and Kjell Holmes were there already set-

ting up the awnings, generator, amplifiers, 

mikes, etc.   

     It was a 

great day with 

lots of Mon-

arch butterflies 

flying around 

in the canyon 

in back of us. 

What beautiful 

creatures they 

are!   More 

folks arrived, 

50 white chairs 

came by truck, 

Ted Hill brought an awning to cover the 

chairs and several folks stayed to enjoy our 

day.  Helen and Ron Schoell had their red 

and white awning with info, etc for inter-

ested folks. 

     Bob Warner was the MC for the day 

and kept the program right on schedule.  

Our big dis-

appointment 

was that 

H o w a r d 

Kantorowski 

injured his 

knee and 

could not at-

tend.  He is a very good player and we were 

excited to hear him.  Next time, Howard! 

 

     Players for the day were:  Roy Wirta 

and Kjell Holmes,  

Merle Williams, 

 

Al Jacobs, dressed for the occasion, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry fine-tuning the amplifier 


