
something you do not want 

to miss.  We will honor Joe 

DiGicinto in a way he 

would have approved 

of.  Lots of music and great 

fellowship.  Our committee 

will be busy at work making 

this an exceptional celebra-

tion.  By the way, Helen 

has her chance to do a 

special cake of her chosing 

for this meeting.  You know 

it will be great, as all of the 

past ones have been  out-

standing. 

 

     Have you found a part-

ner to play a duet with 

yet?  Our July meeting is 

the DUET Concert.  Find 

someone to play a duet 

with, someone you nor-

mally do not play with, and 

add to the  excitment of the 

afternoon.  Everyone 

should be involved in this 

meeting.  Bill Barr will be 

busy getting you on the 

schedule to play. 

 

     You have all been so 

great and helpful to me in 

the past  4 months.  I am 

so grateful to all of you for 

your support in what has 

been happening in the 

club.  I need all of you to 

work with me to make this 

the most exciting year we 

have ever had.  Thank you 

so much for being you.  I 

need you.   — 

 

    by Gloria Ensign 

 

       Have you ever had so 

much fun with your accor-

dion?  The week end with 

Sylvia Marie Barber was 

truly an accordion players 

dream come true.  We did 

everything on it and it al-

ways sounded great.  We 

need to keep that GLOW 

going for the entire 

year.  And we can do it you 

know ,so get ready for the 

May Meeting. and let's 

prove to everyone that we 

are GREAT  and love what 

we can do on our accordi-

ons. 

 

     The meeting on May 3 

will start at 1 with 4 small 

groups playing for us on the 

stage.  The Polka Dots, the 

Rhythmettes, the Monday 

night workshop group and 

the Friday Group.  Each 

group will play 4 or 5 songs 

and then the next group 

will play.  By 2 we will be 

ready for the German 

Chocolate Cake prepared 

for us by Helen Stables 

along with coffee,tea and 

soft drinks.  At 2;30 every-

one who has ever been in 

the Ensemble will perform 

for us down on the floor in 

front of the stage..  If they 

cannot play their accor-

dion we would like them to 

sit in the group and be part 

of us.  Between Vicki, 

Marian and Gloria we will 

cover as much as we can 

of these old familar songs 

of our past. Beer Barrel 

Polka, Blue Skirt Waltz, 

Schneewaltzer, Lokkeren 

Valse, Spanish Eyes, 

Halsa dem Darhemma, 

Too Fat Polka and God 

Bless America (Galla 

Rini's arrangement).  Pull 

out these songs and go 

through them if you need 

to.  To make it even more 

exciting, wear your red 

vest.  The ensemble had 2 

when I was in it so either 

one would be great.  It will 

look great in the pic-

tures.  I will have Joe Sta-

bles take group and single 

pictures of us.  Call me if 

you need any of the mu-

sic  Bring your stand and 

stool also. 

 

     June is our picnic at 

Lindo Lakes and it will be 
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MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 

for International delivery.  Partial year memberships can be purchased.  Use this calculation as follows: 

Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year.  Therefore, if you are joining with a  USA 

club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula 

would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13.  Make check or money order payable to ALSI 

and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O.  Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is 

published once each  month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting.  (Meetings are the second 

Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok 

Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no 

article is to be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments 

that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in   The REED BLOCK, 

please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would 

like reviewed and written up in  The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography 

of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above.  Please include the price of the item 

including shipping and handling.  If you want the package returned after the review please include return 

postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to  The REED BLOCK please note:  For next month all material is due 

two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the June 2009 issue is: May 25, 2009.  

This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertise-

ments and ensemble schedules.  Please make sure your material is received,  in writing or  email, no later 

than that date.  Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to Bob 

Page at webmaster@accordion  -club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per 

issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue, 

one -page event flyer is $25/per issue.  Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members.  (All ads must be 

accordion related). 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00  - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA   Next Meeting will be at Bailey Hall on 

Sunday, May 3rd from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. (One week early because of Mother’s Day Holiday).    

ALSI REED BLOCK Subscription Form 

 

Rates January to December 2009:  

U.S.A. $25.00, Canada $26.00 and International delivery $27.00 

 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:  ALSI / REED BLOCK 

 

Name: ________________________________ _______________________________  

Address: ________________________________ ______________________________  

________________________________ ________________________________ ____  

Phone________________________________ ________________________________  

E-mail: ________________________________ _______________________________  

 

Mail in care of: Helen Estok Schoell,  P.O. Box 151357, San Diego, CA 92175  
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI    

 

April, 2009—    A weekend with  

Sylvia Marie Barber  

 

  By Sharon Marotte 

 

     My musical weekend with Sylvia Barber 

started Friday morning April 3.  I am part of 

the Friday Morning group and we have been 

practicing in the lobby of the Pacific Springs 

Retirement Home in El Cajon.  Gordon Ny-

huis and Doris Mazanek live there so we 

see them the first and third Fridays of the 

month.  Sylvia came along with Gloria and 

played our songs.  She also played a few tunes 

by herself which was so entertaining. 

     Saturday afternoon was the potluck party 

at the home of Gloria Ensign.  We had lots of 

food and accordion music with friends and 

Gloria’s family.  We took turns playing our 

accordions and Sylvia played with us most of 

the time.  Scott, Gloria’s son, played his bass 

and guitar with us and then with Sylvia.  Sylvia 

can play along with anyone, fills and trills 

added.  It was a great afternoon – folks were 

dancing and swaying to the music, singing 

along, dogs were playing – reminded me of a 

good old fashioned family picnic. 

  

      April 5, Sunday, was our ALSI meeting at 

Mt Miguel Covenant Village.  Cafeteria players 

were Vicki Eriqat and Al Cerutti, Crider 

#1 - Kari Andrews, Crider #2 – Bill Barr, 

Brandel – Kjell Holmes  and Ron Griffin.  

Jane Ford was the Mystery Player. 

     Sylvia Barber offered a workshop from 

1-2 pm.  13 folks joined her with their accor-

dions on, plus there were many folks in the 

audience listening and taking notes.  20 copies 

were made of hand outs but it was not 

enough.  Our accordions have learned a new 

voice!  We can now cluck like a chicken, whis-

tle like a train, bird and wolf, toot our horn 

like a car, sound like a mandolin, walk like a 

stripper, do the Laurel and Hardy walk.  Oh 

my, what is happening to the accordion!!!! Af-

ter Sylvia’s concert we played many of the 

bass patterns from two song sheet handouts, 

Strangers in the Night and Never on Sunday.  

Sylvia had many suggestions and tips, tricks 

and techniques for playing – time was limited 

which is the only complaint I heard.  She had 

lots more stuff to teach us but only so much 

time. Our Polka Dot group and several other 

folks had a lesson with her and she gave us 

lots of good feedback.  

     Sylvia was a delight to be around. Her 

sense of humor comes out when she plays as 

she bounces on her chair or adds her little 

tricks to songs.  ‘Cecelia’ is her specialty!!  She 

is an excellent player and a good teacher.  She 

will just have to come back next year and con-

tinue her workshop – she has lots to share.   

 — o — 

“The joy of the Accordion” 

Workshop Session 
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CONCERT REVIEW 

 

SYLVIA MARIE BARBER CONCERT 

APRIL 9, 2009 

 

  by Bob Warner 

     Did we have fun? Did we learn something? Did 

we listen to some outstanding solo pieces that dis-

played the excellent accordion technique of a con-

summate professional? Of course we did because 

Sylvia was here! This great afternoon was preceded 

by a short workshop conducted by Sylvia wherein 

she taught how to make some very special and in-

teresting sounds on the accordion. Her innate 

sense of humor and fun loving personality got the 

program off to a great start. Throughout the pro-

gram she explained the music and regaled us with 

many interesting stories about her professional ex-

periences. This lady has been around. Aside from 

the competent musicianship you learn that the ac-

cordion can be fun. 

     This diminutive, fun loving lady began by playing 

a terrific arrangement of “BESAME MUCHO” on a 

big AM 1100 Petosa accordion with just a single mic 

in front of her. She used repetitive staccato on held 

melody notes and worked in triple bellows shake 

with good effect. This one had some wow factor in 

it. Next, it was all aboard with “SENTIMENTAL 

JOURNEY”, singing and using some of the train 

sound effects she had just taught the workshop 

group. The song clicked and chugged along with 

Sylvia doing the lyrics. “BLUE TANGO”, which she 

said was a tough piece in her student days, came 

through with no difficulty because as an adult her 

hand had the reach to reach lower keys while hold-

ing top keys with the fifth finger. It was delightfully 

melodic and rhythmic. She used essentially the same 

technique while playing a happy, energetic 

“DONKEY SERENADE”. The piece moved along at 

a good pace with frequent melody breaks on the 

left hand. Like most professionals, Sylvia plays the 

whole accordion. 

     The ambiance changed to French with “LA VIEN 

ROSE”, “UNDER PARIS SKIES” and “DOMINO”. It 

seems the accordion is ideally suited for French 

music as her arrangements clearly showed. By now, 

the audience had been treated to playing with confi-

dence, authority, clarity and artistry. There was no 

playing “in the cracks” here. The musette style was 

skillfully embedded in the arrangements. With flying 

fingers Sylvia launched into “FLIGHT OF THE AN-

GELS”. The triplets and trills and other embellish-

ments were handled with a relaxed ease. Interest-

ingly enough, she then played “LADY OF SPAIN” in 

a style that none of us had heard before. It was 

jazzy, bluesy, naughty and refreshing to hear it this 

way instead of the usual Dick Contino style. 

     Next, we heard “TWILIGHT TIME” and “PEG 

O’ MY HEART” played in a slow, dreamy fashion, 

reminding us of the THREE SUNS but with Sylvia’s 

own interpretation. The glissandos were clear, the 

big chords rich and harmonious. After that she had 

some fun with a request for “CECELIA” using the 

appropriate lisps and rhythmic pattern typical of 

this piece. Turning to more serious material, we 

heard the challenging and sometimes tricky 

“WALTZ OF THE FLOWERS”. This classical waltz 

transcribes beautifully for the accordion. The ar-

rangement was virtuoso level. 

     Since Easter was just around the corner, we had 

a sing along with “EASTER PARADE” followed by 

“THE CHICKEN POLKA”. Always one to have fun, 

Sylvia added the appropriate vocal and keyboard 

chicken squawks as she played this flashy polka. Of 

course, after that we had to have “THE BEER BAR-

REL POLKA” which was in part Magnante’s ar-

rangement and in part Sylvia’s. Carrying on, a nov-

elty tune, “RAG IN D MINOR”, a challenging piece, 

transcribed for the accordion was played brilliantly. 

“TAKE FIVE” with some Mission Impossible theme 

worked in and played in 5/4 time was interesting 

and rarely heard on the accordion. Versatile as 

ever, Sylvia next played Monti’s “CZARDAS” fol-

lowed by some advanced arrangements of “LA 

PALOMA”, “PERCOLATOR POLKA”, “NOLA”, “ 

AMAPOLA”, and “GRANADA”.  

     The program drew to a close with “FAREWELL 

TO KINTAIL” written by G. Wilson, a friend of 

Sylvia’s and an emotional rendition of “DANNY 

BOY” honoring Gloria Ensign’s late husband. Sylvia 

closed by playing and singing “AMERICA THE 

BEAUTIFUL”. 

     We will always look forward to having this ex-

ceptionally versatile musician and artist back for an 

encore performance.  — 
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STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE     

 

The ALSI Steering Committee Meetings are usually held the Wednesday after the ALSI meeting - 

Anyone is welcome to attend, come with ideas for our club, have lunch and get acquainted with 

workings of ALSI.  Please contact Sharon Marotte at 619-286-3948 for a reservation.  Our next 

meeting will be  May 6, Wednesday  at 11:00 am  in the Coco’s Restaurant at the intersection of 

Friars Road and Mission Gorge in San Diego.  Note the location change.  — 

NOTE OF THANKS 

  From Sylvia Marie Barber  

Dear San Diego A.L.S.I. Accordion Club 

members and friends, 

 

     I'd like to personally thank each and 

every one of you for making me feel so 

welcome and making my concert and 

workshop such a delightful experi-

ence.   I can only hope you had at least 

half as much fun as I did.   

 

     Special thanks to my hostess, Gloria 

Ensign.  She put me up - and put up with 

me for a week.  Sitting in with her Friday 

group and then being at the Saturday pot 

luck was just great, not to mention play-

ing along with her on some of her per-

formances.  She opened her home to me 

for giving lessons - and what talented 

people they were!  All of you brought 

challenging musical concerns with you and 

it was a pleasure to work with every one 

of you. Jack Marotte, you did a superb 

job with the sound engineering and saved 

me a bundle of nerves.   Merle Williams, 

I can hardly wait to view the video you 

shot of the concert and work-

shop.  Helen Stables, the cake was deli-

cious AND beautiful.  I only got two 

bites of it but you gave me your recipe 

so soon I'll have a whole cake of my 

own.   Joe Stables and Sharon Marotte, 

the pictures were great.  They really 

captured the events beautifully.   Linka 

Ensign (Gloria’s daughter), your help 

before, during and after the concert, 

your cooking and organizing skills, your 

time and effort in managing the CD and 

DVD sales, and your sense of humor 

helped your mom and me manage our 

parts without a hitch.  

 

     If I've forgotten anyone, I apolo-

gize.  Please blame my aging memory 

and consider yourselves hugged.  In 

short, San Diego A.L.S.I. Accordion 

Club, YOU ROCK! 

     Sylvia Marie  — 


