
     Our annual Picnic will be 

here soon. It will be held at the 

Lindo Lake Park and the fare 

will include hamburgers and the 

trimmings by the same crew as 

last year plus lots of other 

goodies. There will be music by 

the members beginning at 11:00 

AM.  If you wish to play, you 

can contact me at 858-453-

5486. This will allow us to or-

ganize a good musical program. 

Elsewhere in our newsletter 

there is a flyer with more infor-

mation for you and a return slip 

to clip out and mail to us by 

May 30

th

.  This will help us in 

buying adequate food for the 

Picnic. 

     Our meeting on May 4

th

 will 

be a regular meeting. Everyone 

please come and play, and we 

will have a jam later in the after-

noon.  

     Hope to see you all there!       

By Kjell Holmes 

 

    

     We all enjoyed a very 

unique and musical afternoon at 

our April Showcase. Billy Lee 

Corwin and his talented and 

beautiful violinist performed for 

over an hour with Cajun and 

Zeydeco music and dance.  

     Billy Lee had three different 

diatonic accordions that he used 

in his performance. His violinist 

had two violins that were tuned 

differently and she used them 

throughout their presentation. 

They even had a large stereo 

boom box which they used to 

accompany their demonstration 

of Cajun and Zydeco dances.  A 

group of 50 plus members and 

ALSI friends enjoyed a great 

afternoon of music and dance. 

     I wish to thank all our mem-

bers and friends who always 

support with goodies for the 

coffee break. I believe the break 

is important, since this allows 

time for members to visit. Also, 

I wish to thank all the accordion 

players who played at various 

places at the Mt Miguel Cove-

nent Village.  This includes the 

Café and Brandel Hall Players 

and all the members who play 

so well at our meetings. 
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Coming in August!  

A Concert by Frank Marocco 

 

Frank will present an exciting and varied program of 

original compositions and arrangements of many 

genres of  accordion music.  His styling, technique 

and musical genius is appreciated by all  accordion 

enthusiasts. 

 

August 10, 2008 @ 2;00 pm  At Bailey Hall, 

Mt. Miguel Covenant Village  

325 Kempton Ave.  

Spring Valley, California  
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MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 

for International delivery.  Make check or money order payable to ALSI and send to: Helen Estok 

Schoell, at P.O.  Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is published once each  month 

for delivery to members prior to the next meeting.  (Meetings are the second Sunday of each month).  Your 

input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok Schoell or email to Bob Page at 

webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no 

article is to be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments 

that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in   The REED BLOCK, 

please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would 

like reviewed and written up in  The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography 

of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above.  Please include the price of the item 

including shipping and handling.  If you want the package returned after the review please include return 

postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to  The REED BLOCK please note:  all material is due two weeks be-

fore the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the June 2008 issue is    May 26, 2008.  This includes 

all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertisements and en-

semble schedules.  Please make sure your material is received,  in writing or  email, no later than that date.  

Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to Bob Page at webmas-

ter@accordion  -club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per 

issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue, 

one -page event flyer is $25/per issue.  Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members.  (All ads must be 

accordion related). 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00  - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA   (Next Meeting: Sunday, May 4th).  

 

Directions to 

Mt. Miguel Covenant Village  

 

 

 

Take Route 125 to Jamacha Blvd off-ramp. 

 

Travel East  on Jamacha to Kempton Ave. 

 

Turn right and go several blocks to San 

Carlos St. 

 

Turn left and the Village is on the right. 



April 13, 2008    

by Sharon Marotte 

 

     Another great day at an ALSI 

meeting!!   Bill Barr was the mys-

tery player and played all of his 

music from memory – not one 

piece of music. He played lots of 

old favorites, classics, boogie 

woogie – he really did a good 

job!   

     Jerry Odling was the MC af-

ter he played at Crider #1.  He 

did a great job of announcing the 

players, another skill for Jerry – 

Kjell Holmes arrived later as he 

had a previous commitment.  

Vicki Eriqat was the Cafeteria 

player, Linda Hibbert was at 

Brandel and Joe Di Giacinto 

played at Crider #2.  Dapper 

Jack Marotte stood out by the 

front guard shack and directed 

traffic to parking spaces.  Some 

folks were there for the first 

time and needed a little guidance.  

We hope they return for an-

other meeting! 

     1.  Gordon Nyhus was our 

first player.  He looked pretty 

good in his cowboy hat and 

western shirt.  He has been a 

part of the accordion club for 29 

years, since 1979 – a true origi-

nal!!   He played Just Because, 

Barbara Polka, Small Small 

World, and Blue Skirt Waltz.  

He also enjoyed showing his ac-

cordion to Billy from the Swamp 

Critters…they compared instru-

ments after the Showcase.   

     Gordon Kohl stopped by our 

ALSI meeting to promote a cou-

ple of exciting accordion events.  

The monthly workshop will be 

held April 21 and May 19 at 

Bell’Agio’s Italian Restaurant, 

6:30 pm, in Tierrasanta.  All are 

welcome. 

     AFNA (Accordion Federa-

tion of North America) Festival 

will be held at Knotts Berry 

Farm Resort Hotel, August 15-

17, 2008. This is the 53rd year 

of the Festival.  Gordon has 

been attending since he was a 

little guy.  Gordon is looking for 

8-10 players to play in the Adult 

Band II category, Sunday 11 am.  

Flyers were passed out – dead-

line to enter is April 30th.   

     Sharon Marotte next played 

the Kodak Song – Some Day My 

PRINTS will come! - ABA DABA 

Honeymoon, and the Minnesota 

Waltz, cause Sharon is from 

Minnesota!!  Makes sense, does-

n’t it.  She also played the Sta-

fettpolka (Relay Race Polka).  

This fast polka was written by 

Hildegunn Johansen while she 

watched TV.  Two skiers, one 

from Russia and one from Nor-

way, competed in the last leg of 

a relay race in a world champi-

onship.  It was so exciting be-

cause the Norwegian broke his 

ski pole.  Then he won the race!  

Kari Andrews was kind enough 

to turn the page for this song.  It 

does go fast!! 

     Al Jacobs played April in 

Paris and a French Medley, 

which included a favorite song, 

Pigalle.  He ended with Domino.  

Once again Al doesn’t need mu-

sic - he just plays and plays – 

good music!!   

Vicki Eriqat followed Al Jacobs 

and played some nice songs with 

vocals – Lonely Street - Hi Lili, 

Hi Lo – How are things in 

Glocca Morra and I’d Like to 

teach the World to Sing.  We’re 

so glad you fixed your squeaky 

wheel on your cart, Vicki.   

     Claudia & Al Wrona get the 

prize for driving the longest dis-

tance to come to an ALSI meet-

ing!  They live in Highlands, 

north of San Bernadino, a two 

hour drive at least.  Claudia’s 

brother is a top player in the 

Milwaukee Accordion Club!  

Talent runs in that family.  Clau-

dia played her Petosa and Al 

accompanied her with his tam-

bourine, he also sings in Polish 

and English.  Their songs were 

Blond Sailor, Polish Girl Friend 

polka and Madelon.   

     Kjell Holmes made some 

announcements and brought 

along his buddy, Sturdy, his 

cane!!!  He also told us about 

the AFNA Festival in August, 

concert in August by Frank Ma-

rocco, showcase in September 

by Howard Kantorowski.  Kjell 

reminded us that the May ALSI 

meeting will be held the first 

Sunday, May 4 instead of the 

second Sunday, which is Moth-

ers Day.   

     Bob Page was the last player 

of the day before our snack 

break.  He played several of his 

own arrangements which were 

very good!  April in Paris with a 

nice jazz style and chords, Med-

ley of Tea for Two and Talk of 

the Town.  In between these 

two numbers, Bob played Let’s 

Just Praise the Lord, a song writ-

ten by Bill and Gloria Gaither 

and arranged by Pietro Deiro. 

Our snack goodies were deli

(continued on next page) 
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By Helen Estok Schoell 

 

 

     Our heartfelt thanks to 

Merle William and Russell 

Camp for their usual out-

standing  job making things 

ready for our ALSI meet-

ing; setting up the tables 

and chairs indoors and 

outdoors, taking care of 

the video camera, micro-

phones etc. 

     Thank you Ardith Bird-

sell and Ann Cernelia for 

helping me set the tables 

and serve our refreshment 

goodies.  

     Ann Cerni l ia  a lso 

brought 2 large round trays 

of delicious, homemade 

sandwiches.  In spite of 

Ann’s busy schedule, she 

took the time to make them 

for us.  

     Penny Page brought in 

some delicious, homemade 

apple pie. 

     Joe Gurskas brought a 

bowl of fresh fruit to share.  

     Joe Colombo brought 

some olive to share. 

 

     To those who did not 

sign in on the “goodie list” 

by name; we appreciate 

your support and generos-

ity.   

     God Bless you, one and 

all.  — 

CREDITS 
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“Please share your 

upcoming events 

as to date, time 

and location of 

public appear-

ances.  Please sub-

mit these, in writ-

ing,  complying 

with the cut-off 

date, to  

Helen Estok 

Schoell or Bob 

Page.” 

Joe Di Giacinto   

Thursday & Saturday 

nights, at 6 –9pm at  

Bell’Agio Restaurant, 

Santo Rd and Claire-

mont Mesa Blvd in Tier-

rasanta, call 858-268-

8984. 

 

 

 

 

Louis Fanucchi   

Tuesday nights, 7-30-

10:00 pm, The Prado 

Restaurant  with “Hot 

Club of San Diego”. 

Sunday, May 4 in The 

Adams Ave. Roots Fes-

tival in San Diego at 12 

& 2 pm. 

 May 11 11:30 am at  

Gator by the Bay Cajun/Zydeco Festival. 

 

Sunday, May 18, at 12 & 1 pm,   In The 

Sicilian Festival at Little Italy in San Diego. 

Kjell Holmes  

Lake Cuyamaca  

Restaurant,  

5-8 pm, Fridays,  April 4 

and May 2. 

The first Friday of the 

month. 

 

 

 

Howard Kantorowski 

 

Will be conducting High 

School Student Orchestra 

in “Bye Bye Birdie” on June 

18, 19 & 20 at 7 pm and 

June 21 at 2 pm and 7 pm 

at The Performing Arts 

Center at The Salvation 

Army Ray & Joan Kroc 

Corps Community Center located at 6845 

Universtiy Ave., San Diego.  

PLAYING AROUND 

cious again, especially 

the potato salad which 

was complimented by 

Billy Lee of the Swamp 

Critters, our Showcase 

folks.  We don’t go 

away hungry, that is for 

sure.   We came back 

into Bailey Hall listening 

to our concert pianist, 

Al Jacobs playing the 

piano.   —  

Billy Lee Corwin and Gordon Nyhus  



Gordon Kohl  

Workshop 

 

By Bob Page 

 

   The month of April saw the shift 

of the monthly workshop to a new 

location in Tierrasanta at the 

Bell’Agio restaurant.  This proved 

to be a good choice with wonder-

ful food and service enjoyed by all 

the attendees. 

    This month’s session included 

eleven players and more than eight  

others who were a great audience.  

The session was held in a covered 

and enclosed, outdoor patio which 

was away from the public dining 

area  and this gave the participants 

a sense of togetherness.  The light-

ing was good and outdoor heaters 

were available, but not used. 

     Gordon had prepared a selec-

tion of songs which included:  

Ciribiribin, Santa Lucia, Tarantella,  

Wien Wien, Tic Tock Polka, Style 

Musette, All The Way, New York 

New York, Crazy, and The 

Shadow of Your Smile.  Each piece 

was performed several times as 

the participants became more fa-

miliar with the score and Gordon 

gave commentary, insight and en-

couragement as we went along.         

He had given a brief summary of 

the workshop’s purpose as: mainly 

to have fun, learn more about 

playing in a group, musicality and a 

sense of appropriate dynamics and 

tempo for each piece. 

     All in all it was a successful 

session and attendees certainly 

enjoyed the entire experience 

including the food and drink. 

     Gordon indicated that a band 

was being formed to participate 

in the AFNA Summer Festival at 

Knott’s Berry Farm in Buena 

Park this coming August 15-17.  

The music to be performed is 

“Super Market Polka” and will 

be presented on Sunday morn-

ing.  One rehearsal will be held 

in June, July and August and one 

on Saturday at the event.  Those 

interested should contact 

Gordon at 619-427-4344 before 

April 30th.  —   
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PICNIC COMMITTEE 

June 8th 

 

Master of Ceremonies 

Bob Warner                                                    

Manager Tickets 

Helen Schoell 

Manager Raffle 

Helen Schoell 

Power Supply 

Merle Williams 

Chief Cook 

Jack Marotte 

2nd Cook 

Merle Williams 

 

HERITAGE DAY 

November 9th 

 

Committee Chair 

Lou Fanucchi 

Committee Members 

Erin Quinn 

Gordon Kohl 

Heritage Flags 

Sharon Marotte 

Heritage Photographer 

Sharon Marotte 

Food Coordinator 

Helen Schoell 

Kitchen Helpers 

 

OKTOBER FEST 

BALBOA PARK 

 October 12th 

 

Master of Ceremonies 

 Program Lineup Manager 

   Sun Awnings 

Jerry Odling 

City Permits 

Burch Ertle 

Power Supply 

Merle Williams 

Manager of Chairs 

COMMITTEES 

“To help to get 

more members 

involved in club 

activities we have 

organized a 

committee 

approach to 

running and 

managing the 

club.”  

 

Gordon Kohl 

Chula Vista, CA 

619-427-4344 

 

Gloria Ensign 

Spring Valley, CA 

619-465-0543 

 

Lou Fanucchi 

San Diego, CA 

619-948-3774 

 

Tom Baxter 

San Diego, CA 

619-239-7967 

 

Tiina Zein 

Ramona, CA 

760-787-1525 

 

Al Jacobs 

Santee, CA 

619-562-6701 

Accordion 

Instructors 



BILLY LEE AND THE SWAMP  

CRITTERS 

      

APRIL 13, 2007 SHOWCASE  

By Bob Warner 

 

     The ALSI club has never been a stranger 

to new experiences in the wide, wide world 

of music. So, this afternoon we were pleased 

to be entertained by our gracious performers 

and hosts, Billy Lee on diatonic accordion and 

Sandra Stram on violin. Billy introduced his 

program by first explaining the features of his 

three-row , 12 bass diatonic accordion and 

the rather intricate bellows control needed 

to play the correct notes since pulling pro-

duces one tone and pushing another. The in-

strument has a bright sound quality which 

permits the player to project robustly. The 

relatively simple construction of the instru-

ment tends to provide good reliability and 

easy portability. 

 

     The duo opened with a brief Cajun song 

after which they demonstrated several Cajun 

dance styles. Cajun music is a happy, rhythmic 

sound truly fit for dancing. Sandra then sang 

in French “I PASSED IN FRONT OF YOUR 

DOOR” and Bil ly fol lowed with 

“LORRAINE”, TYPICAL EXAMPLES OF Ca-

jun waltz ballads. The couple also demon-

strated Zydeco dance styles using steps 

which were more involved than the Cajun style. 

However, it is all characterized by a driving, in-

fectious rhythm and it looks like fun. “LA 

DANCE de MARDI GRAS” featured Sandra’s 

violin with Billy’s Zydeco accordion providing 

backup. His Zydeco accordion has a three reed 

piano keyboard and 12 basses also. Picking up the 

tempo a little, Billy then played and sang the fa-

miliar “JAMBOLAYA”. “COULD I HAVE THIS 

DANCE” of Ann Murray fame was played and 

sung in French by Billy with fine violin backup. 

 

     Our performers finished the program with an 

original boogie by Billy and a waltz that was truly 

Louisiana Cajun in all respects. We want to thank 

Billy and Sandra for a fun and informative after-

noon playing the music they love.  It was enjoyed 

by all.  — 

APRIL SHOWCASE 
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Sandra Stram and Billy Lee Corwin  


