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The REED BLOCK
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Kjell Holmes

It is wonderful, the re-
sponse that our club has re-
ceived in monetary dona-
tions from our members for

the Sammy Thomas Accor-

leasing to know that there
s so much generosity in our

< M has recently won first place
in America on his old worn out accordion. Now
Sammy will have a new concert model accordion
to perform with in the Coupe Mondiale champion-
ship event in August. Thank you very much to Joe
Petosa of Petosa Accordions, the members of the
Arizona Accordion Club, other strong supporters,
and the thoughtful supportive and generous mem-
bers of our club, the Accordion Lovers Society In-
ternational. It has been a very gracious act of your
monetary support in the purchase of the accordion
for Sammy Thomas.

Tony Lovello, who is so very much respected
for his showmanship and concert ability, is making
a West Coast tour again based on many West
Coast requests. Tony has agreed to do a concert
for us again on August 12", at our normal meeting
day in August. No question it will be another great
afternoon for our accordion club. Be sure and save
August 12" for Tony Lovello’s concert. There will
be more information about this concert in future
issues of our newsletter..

We will not have a meeting in October. Instead
we all go to Balboa Park and do our annual Okto-
ber Fest Celebration in the Park. There are many
conflicts during the end of September and Early
October. In later October, without so many other
conflicts, we will be better able to gather more of
our accordion players for the event.

I hope everyone is organizing and practicing
their music for the upcoming picnic day June 10",
I can almost smell those hamburgers that the guys
are going to barbecue. Everyone get in touch with
Russell Camp or myself for playing and send your
money to Helen Schoell so we can plan for how
many are coming, and have the proper amount of
food.
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Our May 6™ meeting will be a regular meeting.
Every one will get a chance to play solos, play duets,
play in groups, and everyone join in for the jam.

Vicky Eriqat is putting together music to play in
the jam. Practice the music in the newsletter and come
and join in.

I look forward to seeing you all at the May 6"
meeting.

. (Live Music Touches the Heart!)

ACCORDION INSTRUCTORS

Gordon Kohl
Chula Vista, CA
619-427-4344

Gloria Ensign
Spring Valley, CA
619-465-0543

Lou Fanucchi
San Diego, CA
619-948-3774

Tom Baxter
San Diego, CA
619-239-7967

Tiina Zein
Ramona, CA
760-787-1525

John Cesinger
Carlsbad, CA
760-431-6393

|
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YOUNG ACCORDION CRUSADERS

By Kjell Holmes

Several years ago, I found out that an accor-
dion school was closing in the Los Angeles area,
and that many 12 bass accordions (scarce as hen’s
teeth) had become available. I bought several and
shared these accordions with my good friend ac-
cordion teacher Pete Sacchi in Billings Montana.

A week before Christmas 2006, Grandpa Kjell
bought three shirts all alike and gave each to my
three grandsons, Tommy, Nicholas and Charlie Jr,
along with a 12 bass accordion. As you can tell
from the photo lots of noise occurred in the house
that night. Charlie Jr. learned to play Silent Night
that evening, and throughout the Christmas holi-
days played Silent Night for many neighborhood
friends, and L.A. Grandparents and relatives.

(Pictured above are Tommy, Nicholas, Charlie Jr.
and Kjell).

Recently, my daughter asked me to bring my
accordion to the April birthday party she had
planed for me. I initially refused, (hard to do for a
guy like me), but finally agreed that I would bring
my accordion and teach Charlie Jr. how to play
Happy Birthday. Charlie Jr. and I played through
Happy Birthday three or four times. When cake
time came Charlie played Happy Birthday, not
once but twice. Do you think Grandpa wasn’t
overwhelmed and weak in happiness. I learned that
he has gone around the neighborhood demonstrat-
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ing and advertising his ability to play Happy Birth-
day.

Later, it was settled that I would pay Charlie Jr.
five dollars for every time he plays Happy Birthday
for a birthday celebration. So far, Grandpa has sent
Charlie Jr. twenty dollars for Happy Birthday per-
formances that he has done since April 1¥. Now he
is showing his ability to play the accordion at
school. Lora, my better half, tells me there are a
thousand students in his school. That little hustling
Charlie Jr. will get to me for much more money. Ha!
Ha! Its fine, Grandpa loves it.

Nicholas and Charlie Jr. are very respectful and
caring with their accordions. However, Tommy, a
very strong 5 year old, has been a little bit rough
with his accordion and it has already been sent in for
repair. Tommy is young yet and he loves music. In
time, Nicholas and Tommy will become crusaders
for the accordion like Charlie Jr.

Next, Charlie Jr. will learn to play “ Take Me Out
To The Ball Game”. —

Members of the ALSI Ensemble wearing the
shirts from their recent appearance at the Novem-
ber Chargers Blood Drive in Mission Valley.
Front: Rena Watton, Erika Baier, Sharon Ma-
rotte, Kari Andrews. Back: Vicki Erigat (Leader),
Bob Page, Kjell Holmes, Burch Ertle.

Page 4



