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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Gloria Ensign

I was so delighted
with our Show Case of
Jack Dermody and the
Arizona Club. They
were fabulous, each
one of them, and filled
us with the joy of play-
ing the accordion. To
top it all off, members of
our club put on their ac-
cordions and we all
played Super Market
Polka, Hava Nagila, Oh
Marie and Lina Ma-
zurka. Then Kjell asked
for Beer Barrel Polka
and what a joyful sound
of so many accordions
playing their own ver-
sion of it. Truly, it was
what all accordionists
love to do--jam with a
group. Jack Dermody

wrote us a card "We
can't thank you enough,
Gloria, for such a won-
derful reception, nor will
we ever forget the joy of
meeting your members
and playing for them.
What a beautiful audi-
ence". Priceless memo-
ries for all of us.

March 8 is our time
to honor Kijell for his de-
voted service to
ALSI. We are all so
grateful to him for being
our ACCORDION CRU-
SADER. There are
none like him.

April 5 with Sylvia
Marie Barber will be an-
other exciting and vi-
brant 6 days with her,
Saturday April 4 at 3:00
my house will be
opened for a Pot Luck
Jam Session with all of
you who want to
come. Sunday April 5
at 1;00 Sylvia will pre-
sent a work shop show-
ing you how to fill in
your playing with her
style of tricks, as she
calls it. Bring your ac-
cordion as | expect eve-
ryone to take advantage
of Sylvia's expertise on
her accordion. At 2:30
she will present a con-

cert for an hour then
she and all of us will
jam together. We have
2 songs for you to have
fun with. What a won-
derful weekend that will
be. Sylvia has men-
tioned she will be avail-
able to give you a les-
son in my house from
Monday to Wednes-
day. Please take ad-
vantage of it as you will
learn so much about
your playing and what
can be added to it.

May 3 is our Groups
and Ensemble mem-
bers to gather together
and play for each
other. | would like the
Polka Dots, the Friday
Group and Gordon's
Monday night group to
play. And all members
who have ever been in
the Ensemble to
play. Take out the old
song book for the En-
semble as we will be
playing those
songs. More on that
later.

Get your accordion
out and join in the
fun. We need all of you
to get involved to make
this work. —
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ALSI MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER GENERAL INFORMATION

MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00
for International delivery. Partial year memberships can be purchased. Use this calculation as follows:
Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year. Therefore, if you are joining with a USA
club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula
would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13. Make check or money order payable to ALSI
and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O. Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175. The REED BLOCK is
published once each month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting. (Meetings are the second
Sunday of each month). Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok
Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor. Unless so stated, no
article is to be construed as an endorsement. Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments
that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor. If you disagree with anything in The REED BLOCK,
please let us know in writing.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS: If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would
like reviewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography
of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above. Please include the price of the item
including shipping and handling. If you want the package returned after the review please include return
postage with the package.

CUT-OFF DATE: All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note: For next month all material is due
two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the April 2009 issue is: March 22, 2009.
This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertise-
ments and ensemble schedules. Please make sure your material is received, in writing or email, no later
than that date. Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to Bob
Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org. Thank you for your cooperation.
ADVERTISEMENTS: Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per
issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue,
one -page event flyer is $25/per issue. Cost is doubled for ads placed by non-members. (All ads must be
accordion related).

MEETINGS: The club normally meets at 1:00 - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt
Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA (Next Meeting will be at Bailey Hall on
Sunday, April 5th from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm). NO BAILEY HALL MEETING IN MARCH!

ALSI REED BLOCK Subscription Form

Rates January to December 2009:
US.A. $25.00, Canada $26.00 and International delivery $27.00

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: ALSI/REED BLOCK

Name:
Address:

Phone
E-mail:

Mail in care of: Helen Estok Schoell, P.O. Box 151357, San Diego, CA 92175
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI — February Meeting

By Sharon Marotte

Happiness at ALSI on February 8 was alive and
well. Our folks were busy playing at different ven-
ues at Mt Miguel Village. Elke Ertle played at
Crider #I, Kjell Holmes and Jerry Odling
played at Crider #2, Joe DiGiacinto entertained
the folks in Brandel, and Bob Page was the Cafe-
teria Player. Al Cerutti was our Mystery Player
and Bill Barr was the MC for the day at Bailey
Hall. Thanks to all for sharing their accordion
skills.

Gordon Nyhuis was the first player with his
western hat on. He reminded us that this is the
30" year anniversary of the start of the accordion
club in San Diego, which started in 1989. WOW!
His songs: Barbara Polka, a German waltz and
Balen | Karlstad Schottische. Thanks, Gordon!

Bill Barr was next with a Gypsy Medley. He
always amazes me with his ability to play his music
without having to read it from paper. He is not
paper trained like some of us! He uses great ex-
pression also.

Al Cerutti entertained us, looking good in his
red shirt for Valentine’s Day. His songs were
written by Stas Vengleski: Midnight Waltz and
Love Walks Softly. Very pretty tunes.

Larry Kaiser played the Swedish Polka, with
lots of triplets! He then played My Blue Heaven for
us. Erika Baier joined Larry and the duet played
the Angelina Polka. What a pair!!

The next duet was Vicki Eriqat and Sharon
Marotte. Bill Barr called this pair the ALSI
Sweethearts — Oh My!! Their songs: Always, Har-
bor Lights and Love Makes the World Go Round.
The audience was singing along, which was nice.

Al Jacobs was next on the program. His first
song was My Funny Valentine — very appropriate
for Valentines Day. Then he played 3 songs from
Broadway Plays and we were to guess which play
it was from. Cabaret — from Cabaret; What | did
for Love — from Chorus Line; Wunderbar from
Kiss Me Kate. It was a fun quiz.

Joe DiGiacinto played his music during our
cake/coffee break inside Bailey Hall. He is always
entertaining and offers great background music.
Many folks wore red for Valentines Day, which
really brightened the day. —
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SHOWCASE REVIEW

ARIZONA ACCORDION CLUB
SHOWCASE

February 8, 2009
by Bob Warner

The long-awaited visit by the ARIZONA AC-
CORDION CLUB ensemble of Phoenix, Arizona
provided a great afternoon of musical entertain-
ment. Talk about energy, they have it in spades.
Led by their energetic director Jack Dermody, the
group performed a wide variety of ensemble num-
bers along with individual solos and duets. Jack
Dermody, Jan Mundy, Pete Donatella, Lester Ross-
ner, young Josip Baginac on bass accordion and
bass guitarist Bruce Mundy, accomplished accordi-
onists and musicians all, played swing, polka, waltz,
ballads, tango, march and virtuoso solos.

Their program began with a smooth swing
number, “ACCORDION JUMP”, followed by a
lively “TWINKLING WALTZ”. This introduction
gave them a chance to warmup while they devel-
oped some sense of the acoustics of the stage and
hall. I'd say they made an immediate connection
with the audience, too. Lester and Jack then played
a duet of “CANARY IN PARIS, a showy, quick
moving tango. It was smooth, energetic and well
played with solo riffs moving between the two
players. Another tango followed where Jack took
the lead solo while Lester filled in at various
points. Jack’s rendition went from straight tango to
syncopated jazz but still kept the melody line in-
tact. Well done!

ALSP’s president, Gloria Ensign, recently lost
her brother Tom. In his honor, the ensemble
played a lyrically beautiful version of “DANNY
BOY”. One accordion played the dominant mel-
ody while the others played parts in support. It
was delicate and emotional and very effective.

Next, Jack introduced Josip, the youngest
member of the ensemble, who came forward to
play Frosini’s novelty polka “COQUETTE” on his
Petosa accordion. Josip did an eminently fine job
on the piece and I'm sure he will continue to re-
fine it as he continues his studies with his teachers.

Jan Mundy came forward to play Magnante’s

arrangement of “TORNA A SURRIENTO”. Every-
one knows Magnante can give you a lot of work to
do and Jan did a great job on this piece. She has a
strong, bright sounding set of reeds in her accor-
dion that really projected in the forte sections.

It was time, according to Jack, for a polka,
“ANNA’S POLKA”, composed by Lester who
played the lead with backup by Pete. This polka
hummed right along with a lot of right hand runs
and variations by Lester driving the piece. Pete’s
melodic second part fit well. A little bit more
adrenalin kicked in as they went along. Pete then
stepped forward to play “ONCE IN A LIFETIME”
with his gorgeous sounding Excelsior. His superb
light swing interpretation and bassoon reed voic-
ings were tasteful and rich. It's something I'd like
to listen to in a nightclub over an after dinner
drink. The irrepressible duo of Lester and Jack
then launched into “STYLE MUSETTE”, an infec-
tious, driving, French musette that had both of
them really working. Most musette’s tend to be
virtuoso pieces and this was no exception.

Carrying on, Jack donned a 12 bass accordion
and proceeded to play and sing a ditty all about
“his 12 bass accordion”. He pulled a lot of music
out of that little box not to mention some funny
and entertaining lyrics in his vocal. He was backed
up by Lester and other members of the group.

Their final number was the “OLD COMRADES
MARCH?” performed in typical teutonic style. It
was a strong rendition of this old timer and a fit-
ting end to the program.

Jack then invited ALSI members to join in a jam
starting with “THE SUPERMARKET POLKA”. The
combined group had a great time with that one.
We had competed against one another at the
AFNA FESTIVAL last fall (They won). The jam
continued with “OH MARIE”, “LINA MAZURKA”
and finished with “BEER BARREL POLKA”.

We enjoyed the visit and showcase immensely.
The ARIZONA ACCORDION CLUB’s musical
and instrumental skills were evident throughout a
diverse program. We'll be looking forward to visit-
ing with them again. —







