
monthly newsletter mail-

ing. 

      

     Our March meeting 

will be as our February 

meeting. All members play 

two or three tunes. It 

would be great if every-

one played Irish music in 

observance of Saint Pat-

rick’s Day. Bring your ac-

cordions, and I will bring 

the Jam Books. We will 

ask Vicki to choose some 

Irish music for our jam. 

     See you March 9

th

 at 

Mount Miguel Covenant 

Village.  — 

By Kjell Holmes 

           

     Those who missed our 

February 25, 2008 meet-

ing, missed a very enter-

taining meeting.  Indeed 

we have many talented 

accordion players in our 

club. However most of  us 

are still rocking from our 

January concert by the 

Reunion Band. 

 

     There are requests for 

a showcase performance 

by a Zydeco—Tejano 

Band Type music group. It 

is hoped for some thing 

along these lines in our 

April meeting.  If this oc-

curs there will be an early 

notification mailing in ad-

dition to our normal 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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Coming in August!  

A Concert by Frank Marocco 

 

Frank will present an exciting and varied program of original composi-

tions and arrangements of many genres of  accordion 

music.  His styling, technique and musical genius is 

appreciated by all  accordion enthusiasts. 

 

August 10, 2008 @ 2;00 pm  At Bailey Hall, 

Mt. Miguel Covenant Village 

325 Kempton Ave.  

Spring Valley, California  

(Make plans to attend this special event!) 
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MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 

for International delivery.  Make check or money order payable to ALSI and send to: Helen Estok 

Schoell, at P.O.  Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is published once each  month 

for delivery to members prior to the next meeting.  (Meetings are the second Sunday of each month).  Your 

input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok Schoell or email to Bob Page at 

webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no 

article is to be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments 

that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in   The REED BLOCK, 

please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would 

like reviewed and written up in  The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography 

of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above.  Please include the price of the item 

including shipping and handling.  If you want the package returned after the review please include return 

postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to  The REED BLOCK please note:  all material is due two weeks be-

fore the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the April 2008 issue is    March 31, 2008.  This in-

cludes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertisements and 

ensemble schedules.  Please make sure your material is received,  in writing or  email, no later than that 

date.  Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to Bob Page at web-

master@accordion  -club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per 

issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue, 

one -page event flyer is $25/per issue.  Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members.  (All ads must be 

accordion related). 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00  - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA   (Next Meeting: Sunday, March 9th). 

ALSI MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

 

Dues for the year 2008:  

U.S.A. $25.00, Canada $26.00 and International delivery $27.00 

 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:  ALSI 

 

Name: ________________________________ ______________________  

Address: ________________________________ _____________________  

________________________________ ____________________________  

Phone ________________________________ _______________________  

E-mail: ________________________________ _______________________  

 

Mail in care of: Helen Estok Schoell,  P.O. Box 151357, San Diego, CA 



February 11, 2008    

by Sharon Marotte 

 

     The February 11

th

 ALSI 

meeting was great fun. It was a 

beautiful, warm day to listen to 

love songs by 14 players. The 

Mystery Player was Linda 

Hibbert, who did an out-

standing job.  Linda played her 

Concerto accordion with all 

the bells, whistles & lots of 

different instrument sounds.  

Very impressive, Linda!  Al 

Cerutti played in the cafeteria, 

Jerry Odling was at Brandel, 

Vicki Eriqat and Joe Di Gia-

cinto were at Crider 1 & 2.  

Kjell Holmes was the MC for 

the day. 

     Janet Martini was the first 

player with two love songs 

from old California.  These 

songs were nice love songs 

from early to mid 1800’s. She 

said some songs are sad or not 

such nice love songs.  Janet 

played her red accordion this 

time and sang along – La 

Hamaca and Habanera, por mi 

ma! 

     Gordon Nyhuis was with 

us once again.  It is always good 

to see him and his great west-

ern shirts and hat.  He is a 

pioneer buddy with Kjell and 

Farrie Ann.  These accordion 

players were the early folks in 

Frank’s group in Lakeside.  

Gordon played Barbara Polka, 

Mocking Bird Hill, You Are My 

Sunshine and a special Norwe-

gian song for Kjell, Nickolena.  

Hope to see Gordon again real 

soon. 

     Next was Farrie Ann 

Nichols with her Baldoni, 

Tyrolean accordion.  Farrie 

Ann played Dream Lover, 

Waltz across Texas (Gordon 

and Doris used to dance to this 

song), and Everybody Loves a 

Lover.  Great love songs, Farrie 

Ann! 

     We were so excited to see 

Jane Ford once again.  Her 

work schedule has prevented 

her from attending but she is 

back!  She played Dear Heart 

and Old Cape Cod.  Jane used 

to live on the East Coast and 

went to Cape Cod often.  Jane 

has a beautiful touch on her 

Petosa keyboard. 

     Al Cerutti played I Wish 

You Love, which was a Frank 

Marocco arrangement, and 

Lara’s Theme.  Good job, Al.   

Great love songs!!   Al is kept 

busy playing around  Mt Cove-

nant Village so lots of people 

get to enjoy his music. 

     Ron Griffin gave a big 

thank you to Joe Di Giacinto.  

He has encouraged Ron to 

learn 10-12 songs from mem-

ory.  His love songs were 

Amore, La Vie En Rose, Godfa-

ther theme, and Mexicali Rose.  

Ron keeps getting better and 

better. 

     Sharon Marotte next 

played Yodeling Waltz, by 

Helene Crisco – this must be a 

love song in some country!!  It 

had to be You and Viking 

Schottische, which was for Kjell 

Holmes with love and for his 

Viking heritage!! 

     Joe Colombo looked so 

good in his red hat, a great 

touch for Valentine’s Day!  His 

songs were I Left My Heart in 

San Francisco, “Core’ N 

Grato” (Ungrateful Heart), and 

I Can’t Get You Out of My 

Heart.  It’s always good to hear 

Joe play.  He must have quite a 

collection of hats!!! 

     We took a snack break 

while Joe Di Giacinto played.  

Joe can sit and play music for 

an endless amount of time, it 

seems.  He had played early for 

the residents in Crider #2. 

     After the break, we listened 

to Russell Camp.  He says 

that he has been practicing 

more, being he plays for ALSI 

each month.  His love songs 

were more spiritual – Jesus 

Name I Love, The Deep, Deep 

Love of Jesus and Jesus Loves 

Even Me – Jesus Loves Me.  

The last song is the theme song 

in Guatemala that he uses with 

the students there. 

     Jerry Odling got up next 

and says, “Don’t look so seri-

ous – I’m not that bad!”  This 

made us all laugh.  His love 

songs were – Have I Told You 

Lately That I Love You, Any 

Time, which was a country 

western style and Everybody 

Loves Somebody, which talks 

about all of us – we all love 

somebody hopefully!! 

     Next Vicki Eriqat played 

and sang for us.  You Belong to 

(continued next page) 
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Accordion 

Instructors 

 

Gordon Kohl 

Chula Vista, CA 

619-427-4344 

 

Gloria Ensign 

Spring Valley, CA 

619-465-0543 

 

Lou Fanucchi 

San Diego, CA 

619-948-3774 

 

Tom Baxter 

San Diego, CA 

619-239-7967 

 

 

Tiina Zein 

Ramona, CA 

760-787-1525 

 

Al Jacobs 

Santee, CA 

619-562-6701 



By Helen Estok Schoell 

 

     Merle Williams and 

Russell Camp, as usual, 

had everything set up for 

our ALSI meeting and for 

our accordion perform-

ers.  We appreciate you 

both for what you do to 

help make our ALSI 

meetings a success. 

 

     Thank you Miriana 

Ferino for your most 

welcome help,  setting 

the tables and serving our 

goodies for the refresh-

ment break.  Afterwards, 

Miriana also cleaned up 

and put everything away. 

 

     God bless you all for 

bringing goodies to share 

in your support of the 

ALSI accordion club.  — 

             

CREDITS 
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“God bless you 

all for bringing 

goodies to share 

in your support 

of the ALSI ac-

cordion club.” 

“Please share your 

upcoming events 

as to date, time 

and location of 

public appear-

ances.  Please sub-

mit these, in writ-

ing,  complying 

with the cut-off 

date, to  

Helen Estok 

Schoell or Bob 

Page.” 

Joe Di Giacinto   

Thursday & Saturday nights, at 6 –9pm at  

Bell’Agio Restaurant, Santo Rd and Claire-

mont Mesa Blvd in Tierrasanta, call 858-

268-8984. 

 

Louis Fanucchi   

Tuesday nights, 7-30-10:00 pm, The Prado 

Restaurant (Balboa Park) with “Hot Club 

of San Diego”. 

 

March 1, 8-12pm, The Westgate Hotel w/ 

Karen Giorgio 

 

March 9 , 2 pm at Dizzy's. Keltik Kharma 

cd release concert with Chris Vitas, Fred 

Benedetti, Jeff Pekarek and Duncan 

Moore. 

 

March 29, 8 pm house concert w/Patrick 

Berrogain. www.patrickberrogain.com for 

details. 

 

March 13, 6:30 , Vibrato Grill , Bel Air 

California 

Kjell Holmes  

Lake Cuyamaca Restaurant,  

5-8 pm, Fridays,  March 7 and April 4. 

The first Friday of the month. 

 

Gordon Kohl 

Saturday, March 15 at 7:30pm-11:30pm 

For St. Patrick’s Day Dance at 

St. Martins Catholic Church 

Dinner & Dance (all are welcome) 

Gordon’s student Garret Kasler will 

Be guest performer. 

Call 619-427-4344 for information. 

 

Sunday, March 23 (Easter) at 

Lake Cuyamaca Restaurant 

At 11:30am—3:30 pm and 

4:30pm –7:30pm call 760-765-0700 

For reservations or walk-ins. 

PLAYING AROUND 

 

(continued from prior page) 

Me, Yours (English & Spanish).  

The Love of My Life from Fin-

nigan’s Rainbow and I’m Look-

ing for a Sweetheart.  Vicki also 

did double duty, playing at 

Crider #1 earlier. 

     The great duo of Tom 

Baxter and Bob Page were 

up next. They played three 

arrangements by Frank Ma-

rocco – La Vie En Rose with 

great bass runs, Embraceable 

You, a George Gershwin song 

with great chords and nice 

harmonies – Cry Me a River, an 

Arthur Hamilton song.  These 

two guys compliment each other 

and make beautiful music to-

gether. 

     Joe Di Giacinto played 

several songs next.  They in-

cluded the Clarinet Polka, Too 

Fat Polka, Granada, In the Mood 

and New York, New York.  Joe 

played several requests from the 

crowd and seems to know them 

all. 

     Linda Hibbert closed out 

the day with three songs – El 

Relicario (the Charm), Accor-

dion Boogie with very good 

basses, and La Cumparsita 

Tango.  What a treat to hear 

Linda play. 

     Vicki Eriqat led a jam 

session, focusing on love 

songs from the jam book.  It 

was a fun time and several 

folks stayed to listen to the 

jam. Vicki sang along at times 

and got the audience to sing 

also.  Our day was long but 

lots of fun.  —- 

  



 By Jerry Smeiska 

Of the Milwaukee Accordion Club   

 

     A recent expensive scientific govern-

ment survey has determined that the aver-

age age of accordion players falls some-

where between 'ancient’ and 'near extinc-

tion'.  A quick look around the room at an 

accordion club meeting will quickly con-

firm that accordion music must run on 

Geritol and Beta Blockers. Oh! Don't get 

me wrong, the eye will detect a few 

youngsters not quite eligible for sociable 

security yet, but they will be in a year or 

two. Then they too can await that monthly 

stipend that makes it possible to spend 

more time with their beloved instruments 

instead of spending all day at the foundry 

making door stops. 

     For 45 to 50 years these accordionistas 

have endured reporting to a mundane, yet 

necessary jobs to provide the basic luxu-

ries of life like food, clothing, shelter and 

accordion lessons. Their accordion suf-

fered year after year, pining away in a red 

plush lined case just waiting to be caressed 

and squeezed in a spare moment after 

work. Like a neglected wife, the ac­

cordion, too, must be loved in leftover 

spare time and patiently await the golden 

years of retirement when making a living 

can be replaced by making music and 

whoopee! Well, by that age the whoopee 

part doesn't always work, but thank good-

ness the music can make up for that loss.  

For some unknown reason replacement 

accordion players are not a part of the 

population explosion. I don't know if it has 

something to do with birth control pills or 

acid rain, but something has been turning 

young people away from the love of ac-

cordions. Maybe it's due to Global Warm-

ing. Some yet unknown factor is prevent-

ing the aging 'accordion playing' population 

from reproducing itself. If America has the 

skill, the will and the funds to create high 

definition TV and space toilets, why can't 

we put some of that money and determi-

nation into finding out why there aren't 

enough young accordionists to replace the 

ones who are candidates for a rest home? 

If our great government can count the 

cockroaches in Kankakee, why can't they 

tell us why kids don't want to learn to play 

accordion? If we truly are the richest na-

tion on earth, why is this important accor-

dion research being neglected? 

     We have no lobbyist in Washington... 

That's why!  Farmers get paid huge sums 

of money not to raise crops, so why can't 

we get paid NOT to play accordion music? 

It would be the perfect solution.  

     Everybody else has someone to bribe 

congressmen and to plead their cause. 

Why not the accordionists? If the oil com-

panies and drug manufacturers can do it, 

why can't we accordion lovers do it? We 

could start by requesting that accordion 

players be put on the endangered species 

list. We would then be eligible for Federal 

grants and subsidies. We could get na-

tional publicity and scientific research 

efforts could be started. If it works, we 

could be magnanimous and include con-

certina and button box players as well. 

O.K. - Maybe bandoneon players if we 

really have to. 

     We know that accordion music can 

sooth a savage breast or two. Maybe we 

could get the federal Food And Drug 

Administration (PDA) to declare accor-

dion music a beneficial medical pal­

liative, and those who play profession-

ally could raise their prices like the drug 

companies do. Perhaps we might per-

suade Doctors to prescribe accordion 

music for high blood pressure treat-

ment. The possibilities are endless... 

but... we must work together. We must 

even be willing to associate with con-

certina and button box players once in a 

while because they have some of the 

same problems we accordionists have. 

(We could include bandoneon players 

too, but I only know of one, and he 

used to be in Detroit.).! think ban-

doneon players may already be extinct. 

If so, lets observe a moment of silence 

in their memory.     Are you with me?... 

Don't let the music die!  — 

ENDANGERED ACCORDION 
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PICNIC COMMITTEE 

June 8th 

 

Master of Ceremonies 

Bob Warner                                                    

Manager Tickets 

Helen Schoell 

Manager Raffle 

Helen Schoell 

Power Supply 

Merle Williams 

Chief Cook 

Jack Marotte 

2nd Cook 

Merle Williams 

 

HERITAGE DAY 

November 9th 

 

Committee Chair 

Lou Fanucchi 

Committee Members 

Erin Quinn 

Gordon Kohl 

Heritage Flags 

Sharon Marotte 

Heritage Photographer 

Sharon Marotte 

Food Coordinator 

Helen Schoell 

Kitchen Helpers 

 

OKTOBER FEST 

BALBOA PARK 

 October 12th 

 

Master of Ceremonies 

 Program Lineup Manager 

   Sun Awnings 

Jerry Odling 

City Permits 

Burch Ertle 

Power Supply 

Merle Williams 

Manager of Chairs 

COMMITTEES 

“To help to get 

more members 

involved in club 

activities we have 

organized a 

committee 

approach to 

running and 

managing the 

club.”  



By Miriana Ferino 

 

     Fred and I visited Italy this last September and went 

shopping for business items in the town of Castelfi-

dardo.  We visited the Cagnoni Reeds Factory, the 

Carini Accordion Parts Store, the Elio Gabbanelli Ac-

cordion Factory and an Accordion Museum.  There, 

they have on display accordions from the date 1817 to 

current.  When we entered, a gentleman asked “Do 

you play the accordion?”.  Fred answered yes and the 

man told him to sit down and he handed him an accordion 

to play from the museum. 

     From there, we visited the Paolo Soprani Building.  On 

display there was the largest accordion in the world.  The 

gentleman there told us that it was originally made for 

Ginersbook and it took over two years to manufacture.  

The accordion is eight feet tall and weighs about 400 

pounds.  Fred played the right hand and he played the left 

hand side.  It sounded quite nice.  — 

   — Drum Machine For Sale — 

Zoom Rhythm Trak   RT-123 

 

Lightweight — compact  dimensions approximately 6 x 7 1/2 inches 

297 Preset patterns — 99 User patterns  (Empty banks for your personal use) 

Self-Lit Pads and Keys 80 — Drum Kits including Percussion and SFX — 25 Bass Programs 

Will sell for $100 (originally cost over $240) 

Still in original box with easy to read instructions. 

 

CALL 1-909-862-9759  

A  VISIT  TO  ITALY 
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