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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Gloria Ensign

Our club is so blessed to
have 5 groups of players
who proved to us that ac-
cordion playing is the great-
est joy in the world. Our
June meeting was a good
example of this as we
proved that we have a lot of
talent in group playing. |
was so pleased to hear the
Gordon Kohl  workshop
group open our pro-
gram. Now that was inspir-
ing to me. They all enjoyed
playing together. Then the
Polka Dots were fantastic
with their program. The
girls were wonderful as
they always are. The
Rhythmettes have not
played together for about 6
or 7 years and they still
have the wonderful rhythm
in their playing. With no
practice at all they went into
their songs with all of the
joy in playing together that

accordion players
have. Then the Friday
Group played for us for the
first time. We were all so
pleased with our-
selves. They are such
good players.

German Chocolate
cake was baked by Helen
Stables and nothing but
the crumbs were left. It
was wonderful. We are so
lucky to have Helen make
our cakes from scratch
and they are always so
good.

Then the Ensemble
presented us with a pro-
gram with Vicki, Gloria and
Marian directing an hour of
ensemble music. Even
John Cesinger, and Al
Kufenberg sat in with the
group to make it com-
plete. You know that we
are really good! At least |
thought so. Many thanks
to all of the players for
making it memorable.

Our June picnic at
Lindo Lake Park will be
outstanding as we will be
honoring Joe DiGiacinto
who has been so depend-
able in our club. Helen will
be organizing the food and
Kjell and Bill Barr will be
setting up the program.
This should be a must for
all of us to attend.

Our July meeting is the
Duet Meeting. Everyone,
please find someone to

play a duet with you. |
really do want the hesitant
players to feel confident
enough to get up and play
with someone. | remember
how hard it was to play a
solo at the club and this
should be so much eas-
ier. Larry Kaiser will be the
M.C. for us so please in-
form him of what you in-
tend to play and who you
will be playing with. 2 or 3
songs will be expected of
you so let's show everyone
we are all good players.

Just a quick mention of
my great nephews, the
Erlandsen boys who
played the accordion for us
a few years ago. Alex ,
who is the pride of all of us
has decided to go into the
Ministry. He has a grant of
$40,000 for 4 years at the
Hope University to start in
September. Alex and
Aaron and Neil have all
played their accordions for
us in the past. | am so
proud of Alex for choosing
the ministry as his life
work. He has played along
with me in some of my
Senior Homes and he is
quite an actor and dancer
along with playing the ac-
cordion.

| am so grateful to all of
you for helping me do this
impossible job this
year. Many thanks to you
all.. —
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ALSI MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER GENERAL INFORMATION

MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 US.A,, $26 Canada, $27.00
for International delivery. Partial year memberships can be purchased. Use this calculation as follows:
Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year. Therefore, if you are joining with a USA
club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula
would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13. Make check or money order payable to ALSI
and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O. Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175. The REED BLOCK is
published once each month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting. (Meetings are the second
Sunday of each month). Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok
Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor. Unless so stated, no
article is to be construed as an endorsement. Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments
that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor. If you disagree with anything in The REED BLOCK,
please let us know in writing.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS: If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would
like reviewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography
of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above. Please include the price of the item
including shipping and handling. If you want the package returned after the review please include return
postage with the package.

CUT-OFF DATE: All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note: For next month all material is due
two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the July 2009 issue is: June 29, 2009.
This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertise-
ments and ensemble schedules. Please make sure your material is received, in writing or email, no later
than that date. Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to Bob
Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org. Thank you for your cooperation.
ADVERTISEMENTS: Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per
issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue,
one -page event flyer is $25/per issue. Cost is doubled for ads placed by non-members. (All ads must be
accordion related).

MEETINGS: The club normally meets at 1:00 - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt
Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA  Next Meeting will be at Lindo Lake
Park in Lakeside for the Annual Picnic on Sunday, June 14th from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm.

ALSI REED BLOCK Subscription Form

Rates January to December 2009:
US.A. $25.00, Canada $26.00 and International delivery $27.00

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: ALSI/ REED BLOCK

Name:
Address:

Phone
E-mail:

Mail in care of: Helen Estok Schoell, P.O. Box 151357, San Diego, CA 92175
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI

May, 2009
by Sharon Marotte

Our May 3™ meeting was lots
of fun. The Café player for the
day was Bob Woarner, Crider
#| player was Elke Ertle and
Crider #2 player was Janet
Martini, Brandel player was
Sharon Marotte - the folks at
Brandel seemed to enjoy my mu-
sic and several ladies came over
and said thank you to me. | think
our accordion playing is impor-
tant to the residents in these fa-

cilities and that they enjoy our

music.

This was the day for groups
to play with past and present
members. The groups playing
started a little after one o’clock —
Gordon Kohl’s workshop group
plus several others played first.

Next the Polka Dots played
several songs joined by our hon-
orary Polka Dot, Lois.  She
played some rhythm instruments.

The Rhythmettes followed
next. The Rhythemettes have
not played together for many
years but seemed to do just fine
anyway.

The Friday morning group
played several songs before our
break.

Once again we enjoyed a
wonderful German Chocolate
cake and lots of fellowship with
friends, out on the patio where
the weather was perfect.

The Polka Dots

The Rhythmettes
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HAPPINESS — continued WORD PLAY HUMOR

1) The roundest knight at

The ALSI Ensemble played after the break. Anyone who
had ever played in the Ensemble played plus Al Kaufenberg
and John Cesinger who sat in with us. We were directed by
Vicki Eriqat, Gloria Ensign and Marian Sowell. Burch Ertle
played the upright bass and Paula Strong played the drums.
What a group!!!  We had a blast playing lots of old favorites
and ending with God Bless America, the Galla-Rini version.
Everyone wore their red vests, plus some Polka Dot ties.

An added interest to the day was all of the past years
scrapbooks that have been compiled thru the years. Lots of
ALSI history was available to look at. A table was set up with
lots of free accordion/piano music — compliments of Leo Reis
and Andy Minella. We had a great day at the ALSI meeting
and look forward to the picnic in June. —

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7)

8)

9)

King Arthur's table was sir
cumference and he ac-
quired his size from foo
much pi.

I thought I saw an eye
doctor on an Alaskan is-
land, but it turned out to
be an optical Aleutian.

A rubber band pistol was
confiscated from an alge-
bra class because it was a
weapon of math disruption.
No matter how much you
push the envelope, it'll still
be stationery.

A dog gave birth to pup-
pies near the road and was
cited for littering.

A grenade thrown into a
kitchen in France would
result in Linoleum Blowna-
part.

Two silk worms had a race.
They ended up in a tie.
Time flies like an arrow.
Fruit flies like a banana.
Atheism is a non-prophet
organization.

10) Two hats were hanging on

a hat rack in the hallway.
One hat said to the other,
'You stay here, I'll go on a-
head.




