
sions about who will be 

nominated and selected the 

next President.  There is also 

a hope that at least an in-

terim vice president can be 

found as well.  Hopefully, we 

will be able to complete the 

selection of a new President 

and Vice President by middle  

to late August. 

     At present, we are plan-

ning for our picnic on June 

8

th.   

After that, we will have 

meetings to plan our July 

meeting and our August 10

th

 

meeting, The Frank Marroco  

Concert. 

     Our picnic June 8

th

 at 

Lindo Lake should be a lot of 

fun. Lots of accordion music 

and again, the picnic lunch 

will be HAMBURGERS. 

     See you there!  — 

By Kjell Holmes 

 

    

     Our last meeting on May 

4

th

 was a great accordion 

club meeting. And even 

though our attendance was 

below average, every one 

had a good time. We Accor-

dion Players all went home 

talking about the good time 

that we had. 

     For members present at 

the meeting, I informed them 

of my decision to resign and 

that after October 2008, I 

would no longer be Presi-

dent of the club.  I dearly 

love the job as President and 

have loved and enjoyed 

working with all the mem-

bers of the club over these 

many years.  However, with 

my declining health and the 

added support that my ailing 

wife requires, I feel it would 

be better for the club that a 

younger and more active 

person takeover those re-

sponsibilities. 

     Therefore, during the 

next several months  there 

will be meetings and discus-
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Coming in August!  

A Concert by Frank Marocco 

 

Frank will present an exciting and varied program of 

original compositions and arrangements of many 

genres of  accordion music.  His styling, technique 

and musical genius is appreciated by all  accordion 

enthusiasts. 

 

August 10, 2008 @ 2;00 pm  At Bailey Hall, 

Mt. Miguel Covenant Village 

325 Kempton Ave.  

Spring Valley, California  
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MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 

for International delivery.  Partial year memberships can be purchased.  Use this calculation as follows: 

Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year.  Therefore, if you are joining with a  USA 

club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula 

would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13.  Make check or money order payable to ALSI 

and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O.  Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is 

published once each  month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting.  (Meetings are the second 

Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok 

Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no 

article is to be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments 

that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in   The REED BLOCK, 

please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would 

like reviewed and written up in  The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography 

of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above.  Please include the price of the item 

including shipping and handling.  If you want the package returned after the review please include return 

postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to  The REED BLOCK please note:  all material is due two weeks be-

fore the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the July 2008 issue is    June 30, 2008.  This includes all 

items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertisements and ensemble 

schedules.  Please make sure your material is received,  in writing or  email, no later than that date.  Please 

submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to Bob Page at webmas-

ter@accordion  -club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per 

issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue, 

one -page event flyer is $25/per issue.  Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members.  (All ads must be 

accordion related). 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00  - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA   (Next Meeting: Sunday, June 8th at 

Lindo Lake Park in Lakeside, see map on page 10).   

COMMITTEES 

 

PICNIC COMMITTEE 

June 8th 

 

Master of Ceremonies 

Bob Warner                                                    

Manager Tickets 

Helen Schoell 

Manager Raffle 

Helen Schoell 

Power Supply 

Merle Williams 

Chief Cook 

Jack Marotte 

2nd Cook 

Merle Williams 

 

OKTOBER FEST 

BALBOA PARK 

 October 12th 

 

Master of Ceremonies 

 Program Lineup Manager 

   Sun Awnings 

Jerry Odling 

City Permits 

Burch Ertle 

Power Supply 

Merle Williams 

Manager of Chairs 

 

HERITAGE DAY 

November 9th 

 

Committee Chair 

Lou Fanucchi 

Committee Members 

Erin Quinn 

Gordon Kohl 

Heritage Flags 

Sharon Marotte 

Heritage Photographer 

Sharon Marotte 

Food Coordinator 

Helen Schoell 

Kitchen Helpers 

“To help to get 

more members 

involved in club 

activities we have 

organized a 

committee 

approach to 

running and 

managing the 

club.”  



May 4, 2008    

  by Sharon Marotte 

 

     The attendance at our May meeting was light 

but joyful!!  It was a pleasure to walk in and see 

two accordionists as Mystery Player.  Ted Hill and 

Linda Banuelos each played solo and some songs 

together.  Ted played Finnish songs and Linda 

played popular music.  Ted was dressed in costume 

for the House of Poland in Balboa Park at 2 pm.    

Kjell Holmes joined Ted for a duet with the Finska 

Waltz.  Good Job!! 

     Cafeteria player was Joe Di Giacinto, Jerry Od-

ling played at Brandel, Linda Hibbert played Crider 

#1 and Russell Camp played Crider #2.  Kjell 

Holmes was the MC for the meeting. 

     Gordon Nyhus started off the day playing Too 

Fat Polka, Tennessee Waltz, and Where has my 

Little Dog Gone.  He looked pretty good in his 

black western hat and shirt.  Always good to see 

Gordon.   

     Farrie Ann Nichols played one of her favorites, 

Peacherine Rag and Danube Waves which has a 

soft melody.  She ended with the Sharpshooters 

March for Kjell!   

     Russell Camp told about Alfredo, who wrote 

the first song, Por ha Manan (By the Morning).  

Alfredo almost killed himself with booze, someone 

gave him a Bible which turned his life around.  He is 

a great song writer and evangelist in Guatemala. 

The other songs that Russell played were:  Accord-

ing to Thy Loving Kindness (a Cuban melody), 

Awakening Chorus and Make Me a Blessing, which 

has been Russell’s theme song over the years.    

     The next player was Merle Williams.  He played 

the Lokkeren waltz and Saturday Night waltz, 

which we sometimes call the Bb waltz.  Merle 

played one of his favorite Yankovic waltzes, 

Clairene waltz and ended with Venetian Waltz.  It 

was good to have Merle play again.  He was been 

on accordion playing vacation for awhile!!! 

     Linda Hibbert played Au Sommet Du Cervin, 

Tico Tico, and Under Paris Skies.  Linda does a 

great job with her solo playing.  She has a nice 

touch and feel to her music.  Always good to hear 

her play. 

     Linda was joined by Kari Andrews and Sharon 

Marotte.  This trio played some of their Polka Dot 

arrangements:  Angelina polka, La Cumparsita, and 

Landlicher Tanz, which is Rena Watton’s favorite 

song. They played an encore song which was Senti-

mental Journey/Mairzy Doats, with Sharon Marotte 

doing the stand up speaking part.  You had to be 

there to know what this is all about!!! 

     Sharon Marotte stayed on stage and played her 

songs:  I’m a Lonely Little Petunia, Dahil Sa Iyo (a 

Philippino Love Song – especially for Helen 

Schoell), and Always in honor of Mothers Day be-

cause Mothers will always love their babies no mat-

ter how old they are.  The last song was Laila’s 

Vals, which was written by Hildegunn Johansen for 

her sisters daughter on her confirmation day. 

     Joe Colombo was all decked out in a great hat 

in honor of Cinco de Mayo, May 5th.  He bought 

the hat in Mexico a while back.  Joe played all Span-

ish songs:  Cielito Lindo (Beautiful Heaven), 

Cuando Calienta El sol (Love Me with All Your 

Heart), Siempre En Mi Corazon (Always in My 

Heart) and Spanish Eyes.   

     Kjell Holmes made an important announcement 

to all of us.  He is resigning as President of ALSI 

due to medical reasons.  He will continue until the 

middle of October.  We hope to have a list of pro-

spective members by then. Any ideas should be 

forwarded to Sharon Marotte. 

     Joe DiGiacinto played music while we had our 

break.  It was chilly and windy but the coffee and 

fellowship kept us warm, sort of.  As we gathered 

back inside, Joe continued to entertain us with 

many requested songs.   

     We ended the day with a Jam Session, led by 

Bob Page. Seven of us participated and had fun.  

Bob had us do an exercise in restraint – playing a 

song the first time quite slow – this was hard to do 

but we did stay together!!  — 
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Linda Banuelos and Ted Hill 



By Helen Estok Schoell 

 

 

     Merle Williams and 

Russell Camp came early 

and had everything set up 

for our ALSI meeting. 

     I wish to thank my hus-

band, Ron Schoell for his 

help each month carrying 

three large plastic boxes 

filled with our supplies 

which include: paper 

goods, serving utensils, a 

large coffee pot, and two 

bottles of spring water.  

What a load to carry.  

Ron, thank you for your 

monthly service  

     Yours truly made the 

coffee, set the tables and 

served the goodies that 

some of the members 

brought to share and Ron 

came to my rescue and 

helped me serve and put 

things away.  Ron, you are 

appreciated, as well as, your 

continued support of ALSI 

and me. 

     Many thanks to all that 

shared food with us that 

day.  Those included: Rena 

Watton, Bill Barr, Farrie 

Nichols, Jack & Sharon Ma-

rotte, Kari Andrews, Joe 

Columbo and Bob Page.  It 

was all very delicious. 

     I was the only hostess 

for May so I also set up and 

cleaned up.  Because of the  

light attendance that day,  

Ron and I were able to 

cope. 

     Thank you all very much 

for your generosity and the 

support and God bless you 

all.  —  
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“Please share your 

upcoming events 

as to date, time 

and location of 

public appear-

ances.  Please sub-

mit these, in writ-

ing,  complying 

with the cut-off 

date, to  

Helen Estok 

Schoell or Bob 

Page.” 

Joe Di Giacinto   

Thursday & Saturday 

nights, at 6 –9pm at  

Bell’Agio Restaurant, 

Santo Rd and Claire-

mont Mesa Blvd in 

Tierrasanta, call 858-

268-8984. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louis Fanucchi   

Tuesday nights, 7-30-

10:00 pm, The Prado 

Restaurant  with “Hot 

Club of San Diego”. 

 

June 22  at 8:00 PM - 

with “MEX” at the San 

Diego County Fair. 

 

September, 15   at 7:00 PM - SOLO 

CONCERT in Phoenix Arizona.  

(Check Lou’s website in myspace.com for 

venue). 

 

October, 17   at 7:30 PM - at DIZZY’S 

with MAS GRANDE, Piazzolla concert and 

tribute. 

  

Kjell Holmes  

Lake Cuyamaca  

Restaurant,  

5-8 pm, Friday,  June 6 

The first Friday of the 

month. 

 

 

 

 

Howard Kantorowski 

 

Will be conducting High 

School Student Orchestra 

in “Bye Bye Birdie” on 

June 18, 19 & 20 at 7 pm 

and June 21 at 2 pm and 7 

pm at The Performing 

Arts Center at The Salva-

tion Army Ray & Joan 

Kroc Corps Community 

Center located at 6845 Universtiy Ave., SD.  

 

Gordon Kohl 

Saturday, July 5, 11-2 pm 

and August 1,  5-8 pm at 

the Lake Cuyamaca  

Restaurant, . 

 

July 23, 6:30 pm at the 

Arizona Accordion Club, 

at 8141 N. 16th St.  

Phoenix, Arizona. 

PLAYING AROUND 


