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Subscriptions for the calendar year, January to December, $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 for International   

Send check or money order payable to The REED BLOCK to: Helen Estok Schoell, at  P.O.  Box 151357 

San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is published once each month for delivery prior to the next meeting  

(Meeting are the second Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submit-

ted to Helen Estok Schoell or Bob Page. 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no article is to 

be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments that do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in the REED BLOCK, please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would like re-

viewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography of the artist; 

include names, date and places.  Please include the price of the item including shipping and handling.  If you want 

the package returned after the review please include return postage with the package. 

 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note:  all material is due two weeks before the 

next meeting, accordingly the due date for the July 2007 issue is    June 25, 2007.  This includes all items such as 

articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops and ensemble schedules.  Please make sure your 

material is received, in writing or  email, no later than that date.  Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell or 

Bob Page at webmaster@accordion-club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00—4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt Miguel 

Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA     (Next Meeting: Sunday, June 10, 2007 — Picnic) 

ALSI Website:  www.accordion-club-sandiego.org 

ALSI STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  

ALSI is San Diego’s forum for appreciating and 

performing accordion music,  

including the MIDI electronic accordion 

—- 

We welcome members who enjoy listening to or 

playing accordion music. 

—- 

We have an accordion ensemble group, monthly 

meetings, local concerts featuring local and in-

ternationally famous performers, an annual pic-

nic and a monthly newsletter.  

PRESIDENT: Kjell Holmes       (858) 453-5486 

PRESIDENTS EMERITI: Harold Estok (Founder); Ron Griffin 

EDITOR / SECRETARY:  Helen Estok Schoell,     (619) 584-4970 

ENSEMBLE DIRECTOR: Vicki Eriqat      (619) 563-5586 

TREASURER: Vicki Eriqat        (619) 563-5586 

REED BLOCK/WEBSITE PRODUCTION:   Bob Page                               (760) 451-3641 

LIBRARIAN: 

REED BLOCK SUBSCRIPTION RATES AND GENERAL INFORMATION 



Page 3 

The REED BLOCK June  2007 

 

 

by Kjell Holmes 

                   

     No doubt that after al-

most two months of being 

away from ALSI, most were 

anxious to be back. 

     Every one who came  

were serious about playing 

their accordion. They all got 

to play at least three musical 

selections. As you know, 

when we have a special per-

former, such as a showcase,  we have to reduce the 

number of selections from three to two or even 

one. All due to our time constraints. 

     After the break we had our jam lead by Vicki 

Eriqat, who always leads us through a well organ-

ized program introducing challenging sight read-

ing, Another strong addition to our jam was Andy 

Minella giving us very solid rhythm support with 

his stand up base.  Andy we appreciate you so 

much. 

     Yours truly is now getting anxious about our up 

coming annual picnic. As you know we have four 

guys doing hamburgers for everyone in real picnic 

style. I will be calling everyone who hasn’t called 

about playing. Also remember to call Helen and 

send her money so that our hamburger guys will 

have plenty food. 

     In July, the Gordon Kohl Combo will be our 

show case as advertised. Gordon will have with 

him clarinetist Charlie Romero, Saxophonist, Bob 

Mostaller, and drummer, Carl Warren. They are all 

very accomplished musicians. 

      Carl Warren, a drummer from Cleveland Ohio, 

who in his youth played with many local bands 

including the well known Frank Yankovik Band . 

In addition Carl received a lot of assistance in his 

early years from his neighbor Joe Trollie, Frank 

Yankovik’s music writer and accordion player. 

     Bob Mostaller, from Toledo Ohio. became seri-

ous about playing the sax at a young age. And in 

his teens he played with many local bands. Bob is 

a great musician. 

     Charlie Romero, was  a friend to Henry Questa. 

The clarinet player on the Lawrence Welk Show. 

Yours Truly has heard Charlie’s clarinet and it is 

absolutely great. 

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 

     And Gordon is sporting a new Concerto Accordion, 

with ethnic decorations. The reeds have beautiful tun-

ing and the MIDI system captures many beautiful 

tones. Save July 8

th

 . It will be a great show. 

     Hopefully I will see you all at the picnic on June 

10

th

. 

 

.  ♫    (Live Music Touches the Heart!)      

CREDITS 

  by Helen E. Schoell 

      

     Our thanks to Merle Williams and Russel Camp 

who came early and saw to it that all was made ready 

for our May ALSI meeting. 

     Yours truly started making coffee and setting the 

tables for our refreshment break; when Leneta, a guest 

of Bob Warner, came over to help me.  What a pleas-

ant surprise!  She soon took 

o v e r  a n d cleared the ta-

bles, cleaned the kitchen and 

put  th ings away back to its 

place.  Thank you Leneta for 

your unsolic- ited help. 

     L o r a Holmes pro-

vided delicious sandwiches for 

our refreshment break which were brought by Kjell 

Holmes. 

     Our thanks to those of you who brought goodies to 

share.  God bless you for all your thoughtfulness and 

generosity 

 

Gordon Kohl 

Chula Vista, CA 

619-427-4344 

 

Gloria Ensign 

Spring Valley, CA 

619-465-0543 

 

Lou Fanucchi 

San Diego, CA 

619-948-3774 

 

 

Tom Baxter 

San Diego, CA 

619-239-7967 

 

Tiina Zein 

Ramona, CA 

760-787-1525 

 

John Cesinger 

Carlsbad, CA 

760-431-6393 

ACCORDION INSTRUCTORS 
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PHONE: (206)632-2700 FAX: (206)632-2733 

E-MAIL: mail@petosa.com 

INTERNET: www.petosa.com  

    By Sharon Marotte 

 

The Mystery Player for the day was Bob War-

ner.  He played some very nice music on his Con-

certo accordion with all the electronics, bells and 

whistles!  Listening to his music as we arrived was 

a pleasant beginning to our ALSI meeting.  Jerry 

Odling was the Café player.  Vicki Eriqat and 

Joe Di Giacinto played at the other two dining 

facilities, Crider #1 and #2.  The residents are 

happy to hear good accordion music and are quite 

appreciative. 

Kjell Holmes and John Cesinger were play-

ing music in front of Bailey Hall when we arrived.  

I hear that John was pinch hitting for Lou Fan-

nuchi!  They did a great job of playing upbeat, 

happy music for anyone passing by. 

Kjell Holmes was the MC for the day.  He 

made several announcements regarding the picnic 

reservations, and also thanked everyone for their 

generous support of Sammy Thomas. 

Russell Camp was the first player of the day.  

He played an appropriate Easter song medley, 

Christ the Lord is Risen Today-Thine is the Glory.  

The second medley was entitled Jesus is Coming 

Again-Oh What a Day.  Russell talked about his 

next song which he heard on a CD.  Melody in F 

was performed by Rubenstein with the Budapest 

Strings.  Russell played it beautifully. 

Sharon Marotte played Tea for Two Cha Cha 

and Harvey’s Minnesota Waltz.  The third piece 

was written by Helene Criscio for her mother, enti-

tled Luciella.  This number was played in honor of 

Mother’s Day coming up May 13. 

Jerry Odling followed by playing 3 Swedish 

songs.  (I hope I can spell these titles correctly).  

Flickan fran Finnskogarna Vals, Lappsnuvan-

Hambo, Djurgardsviolen-Vals.  Kjell Holmes was 

dancing in the aisles as he so loves the Scandina-

vian tunes.  Good job, Jerry. 

Vicki Eriqat next up, used us as her experi-

ment group!  She played and sang a  couple of 

songs which she had arranged and are works in 

progress.  Careless Hands, 1949, was sung by Mel 

Torme on the radio on her way to ALSI.  Ivory 

Tower, 1956, was next followed by Yours, which 

Vicki sang in English and Spanish. 

Bob Warner played for us again which was a 

treat.  I could tell that he had been practicing! He 

had all the lights and buttons flashing on his Con-

certo. He played Tango of the Roses, Dream a Little 

Dream of Me (made famous by Mama Cass) and 

Cruising Down the River.   It was so good to hear 

Bob play and expect to hear more from him in the 

future.  Nice playing and good rhythm, Bob. 

John Cesinger was introduced as coming from 

Arizona to give us a treat, or as he said, a 

“treatment”.  John always has some remarks and a 

great sense of humor.  His songs were For the Good 

Times, O, Marie and Quando, Quando, Quando.  

Very nice, John.  Folks were singing along with the 

songs. 

Lunch break was next and we enjoyed the nice 

weather outside.  As we returned  into Bailey Hall 

we were treated to the music of Al Jacobs at the pi-

ano, and Joe DiGiacinto on the accordion.  Very 

pretty sounds, guys.   

Joe Di Giacinto entertained us next with sev-

eral waltz medleys, an Italian favorite, Oh Marie, 

and a couple of old favorites:  Four Leaf Clover and 

Take Me Out To The Ballgame.  Always good to 

hear Joe play. 

Al Jacobs finished off the day with several 

Mother’s Day songs.  MaMa, Italian – Mother 

McGhee, Irish – a Yiddish song – Al’s mothers fa-

vorite song, So Deep Is The Night. Also a special 

song for Helen Schoell, Dahil Sa Iyo, a beautiful 

song from the Philippines. 

A Jam session followed and we were blessed to 

have Andy Minella play the upright bass with us.  

Sure did sound good.  Vicki was our leader and we 

played with gusto!!   -- 

 

HAPPINESS AT ALSI 
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ACCORDION WORKSHOP 

June 25, 2007.  The Gordon Kohl workshop will 

convene from 6:00-9:00 pm. at Stella’s Kitchen, 

365 3rd Ave., Chula Vista.  The topics will in-

clude: a study of the William Tell Overture (4 

parts),  a review of Capriccio Italian, Latin rhythm 

styles, revise French musette music and work on 

“Under Paris Skies”. In closing, they will play 

“America the Beautiful”.  Cost:  $22 and $12 for 

non-student guest. 

For further information, call Gordon Kohl at 

619-427-4344. 

LAS VEGAS INTERNATIONAL  

ACCORDION CONVENTION 

June 18 — 21, 2007. 

     You do need to be registered by May 10th . 

Late registration may be available, call- (1-800-

472-1695). 

GALLA-RINI ACCORDION CAMP 

July 22 — 27, 2007. 

    For information and registration materials con-

tact:  Tor Arlid at 1-650-851-7831. 

 

 

 

June 10   Picnic. 

July 8    Showcase:  Gordon Kohl       

    Band. 

July 22-27   Galla-Rini Accordion Camp 

August 12   Concert:  Tony Lovello 

September 9   Showcase:  Al Jacobs. 

October 14   Appearance:  October Fest in  

    Balboa Park. 

November 11   Meeting:  Heritage Day. 

December 9   Meeting:  To Be Announced. 

Members and non-members would like to know who’s playing where and when.  Please share your upcoming 

events as to date, time and location of public appearances.  Please submit these,  in writing,  complying with 

the cut-off date, to Helen Estok Schoell at P.O. Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175 or Bob Page at webmas-

ter@accordion-club-sandiego.org. 

Joe DiGiacinto:  Thursday & Saturday nights, 6 – 9 pm, Bell’Agio Restaurant, Santo Rd and Clairemont    

  Mesa Blvd in Tierrasanta, (858) 268 -8984. 

Louis Fanucchi:  Tuesday nights, 7:30-10:00 pm, The Prado Restaurant (Balboa Park) with “Hot Club of San 

  Diego” Gypsy Jazz.. 

June 4, at 9 PM at Hot Monkey Live Cafe with "MAS GRANDE" Tango Nuevo  (Jon Oren, Rachel Lopez  

  Emmons) 

June 10, at 7:00 PM at The Belly Up  (Solana Beach) with  THE HOT CLUB COMBO (Patrick, Paul  

  Hormick, Tripp Sprague)  

June 23, at 3-4 PM at the Ocean Beach Street Fair with  "MAS GRANDE" 

June  23, at 10PM-1AM  at Portugalia (Newport Ave. in Ocean Beach) with  "BANDA BRAZA"  Brazilian  

  Forro.  

June 27 at 6:15PM Open Air Theater Balboa Park with Yale Strom and  "HOT PASTROMI". 

June 17-September 3 "Most Nights" at The San Diego Wild Animal Park with "BOLGA ZOH DOOMAH"  

  featuring traditional and original African High Life Music (Shows at  5:45,6:45 AND 7:45) 

Kjell Holmes:  Lake Cuyamaca Restaurant, 5-8 pm, Fridays,  June 1st & July 6th. (760 -765-0700).. 

Gordon Kohl:   Sunday, July 8, at 2:00 pm for ALSI Showcase with his band. 

“Smiling Jack”:  Friday and Saturday nights from 6 –9 pm at Luigi’s Restaurant located at 4015 Avati Drive  

  (off Morena Blvd.) in San Diego.  Phone (858) 274 –6221.                        

UPCOMING EVENTS 

ALSI SCHEDULE 2007 

PLAYING AROUND 
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Best Wishes to those of you born in the  

Month of  June: 

                       

  6/5 Miriana Ferino 

  6/6 Carolyn Pace 

  6/7 Mike Franz 

  6/7 Robert Hyland 

  6/7 Penny Page 

  6/22 Helen Petersen 

  6/27 Al Kaufenberg 

  6/29 Bill Bevington 

  6/30 Bob Page    

May your lives always be happy and filled 

with precious time to remember.   

For couples married in the  

Month of  June: 

 

Dennis and Mary Breuner, 6/1 

Joe and Lena DiGiacinto, 6/6 

Russell and Patricia Camp, 6/9 

Al and Florie Jacobs, 6/26 

Roy and Ardith Birdsell, 6/30 

NOTE OF CHEER  

  by Helen E. Schoell 

 

     A week ago, Farrie Nichols and I visited Doris 

Mazanek at her Assisted Living Retirement Resi-

dence which is a beautiful facility.  Doris looks won-

derful.  She is a slender fella!  This helps her to walk 

better with her walker.  She is up and about and she 

walks quite a ways down the long hall to reach the ele-

vator which takes her to the first floor and the dining 

room area.  We asked about Gordon Nyhus?  She is 

hoping that he can move into her facility where she 

feels it would be a great assist to him.  She sends her 

greetings to all.  — 

WIT AND WITTICISM 

 

(Some Things Never Change) 

1). Why are banks called money trees? 

 (Because they have so many branches). 

 

(It’s Academic) 

2).  If  CON is the opposite of PRO, do you know 

what the opposite of progress is? 

 (Do I need to tell you? Congress). 

 

(Healthful Hints) 

3).  Why do surgeons make good comedians? 

 (Because they always leave you in stitches). 

 

(Out Back) 

4) How can you stop a dog from barking in the back 

yard? 

            (Let him go out front.) 
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-AROUND THE WORLD- 

 

     The accordion was popularized early in the 

United States by Guido Deiro who was the first 

piano accordionist to perform in Vaudeville.  

     The accordion is the main instrument in the 

musette style of ballroom music in France (a style 

now largely out of fashion) and in the 1950’s 

chanson singing, which has a revival in the form of 

neo-realism. 

     Mexican Norteño music also relies heavily on 

the accordion. The instrument was introduced into 

Northern Mexico by German immigrants during 

the 19th century. Mexican bands like Los Tigres 

del Norte and Ramón Ayala y sus Bravos del 

Norte have made very successful musical careers 

out of their lively riffs in the Norteño style. 

     The accordion is an important instrument in 

Dutch folk music, and often the only melodious 

instrument when clog dancing.  It is also signifi-

cant in Scandinavian folk music, with notable per-

formers including Finnish accordionist Maria 

Kalaniemi.  Scandinavian -influenced British folk 

music has, in recent years, also featured accordion-

ists such as Karen Tweed. 

     The accordion is commonly used as part of 

dance and ceilidh bands in England from English 

and Scottish traditions. 

     The accordion is also a central instrument in 

Zydeco from Cajun and African-American tradi-

tions in Louisiana in the United States, and in 

Polka, heard in Europe and North and South 

America. It is also widely used in 'ceilidh' dance 

music of Scotland and Ireland.  The accordion 

gained popularity in the 1990s when Jaleel White 

portrayed an accordion-playing nerdy neighbor 

(Steve Urkel) on Family Matters. It is often seen as 

the epitome of the "uncool" instrument children 

are forced to learn by their parents in lieu of a dif-

ferent, "cooler" instrument such as the guitar; how-

ever three popular rock music acts, "Weird Al" 

Yankovic, They Might Be Giants, and The Arcade 

Fire incorporate the accordion in their distinctive 

sound. 

     In northeastern Brazil, the accordion, along 

with the triangle and the zabumba, is the main in-

strument used in forró, a traditional style usually 

played by trios. 

      

     In Colombia, the instrument was first introduced 

by European immigrants and merchants mainly of 

German origin through the Antilles Islands in the 

early 20th Century, where local troubadours from 

the Caribbean Region used it as an instrument to 

accompany their sang messages. This form of mu-

sic developed into the musical genre called Valle-

nato, representative of Colombia. 

     Argentina experienced an influx of Italian and 

German immigrants near the turn of the century, 

which is why the accordion is so common in tango 

music typical of the region. 

     It is also extremely widely used in Eastern 

Europe, especially in Klezmer music. 

 

(Excerpted from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

ACCORDION HISTORY 

TEMPO: 

Largo– Slow and dignified. 

Larghetto– Not as slow as largo. 

Lento– Slow. 

Adagio– Slow, but not as slow as largo. 

Adagietto– Faster than adagio. 

Andante– Moderately slow, flowing along. 

Comodo– At moderate speed. 

Alegro– Moderately fast. 

Alegretto– Slightly slower than allegro. 

Presto– Very fast. 

Prestissimo– Very, very fast. 

Accelerando– Accelerating. 

Affrettando– Accelerating. 

Rallentando– Decelerating. 

 

DYNAMICS: 

Calando– Becoming softer. 

Crescendo– Becoming louder. 

Decrescendo– Becoming softer. 

Diminuendo– Becoming softer. 

Forte– Loud. 

Fortissimo– Very loud. 

Mezzo forte– Moderately loud. 

Piano– Soft. 

Pianissimo– Very soft. 

Mezzo piano– Moderately soft. 

MUSIC TERMINOLOGY 
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New selection for the Jam Book.  Practice this song and join us for the next Jam at Picnic, June 10!  


