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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Gloria Ensign

A grateful thank You to
all who worked so hard
to make our picnic such
a success. The tables
were loaded with won-
derful salads and ham-
burgers and sausages
with buns. Our 3 BBQ
men were Jack Marotte,
Merle Williams and Joe
Stables. Jane Ford, Linda
Slinko and Mary Jazak
organized the food and
Helen Stables served us
her Hummingbird Cake
which was deli-
cious. The Memorial
for Joe DiGiacinto was
very emotional with pho-
tos of Joe and Lena, his
accordion and then a

lovely review of Joe's
life by his daughter Jo-
anna. Members of the
Accordionaires in Los
Angeles were there to
honor Joe also. Even
the weather man was
good to us and blessed
us with sunshine.

Our July meeting is
going to be a challenge
for all of us. | have
been encouraging every-
one who can play, to
find a partner and do a
duet. We have so many
Silent Accordion Players
in our club and | really
want them to show us
what they can do. |
have heard many of you
play the accordion in
the past and | know you
can do it for us. Larry
Kaiser will M.C. for us
and Helen Stables will
bake us a Patriotic cake.

Our August Show
Case is Joe and Josie
Torres from Mesa, Ari-
zona who play button
boxes and OH THEY
ARE WONDER-

FUL. Your feet will tap
and you will want to get
up and dance to their
music. Joe plays Acous-
tic and Electric Guitar
and Diatonic Button box
and Josie plays the Dia-
tonic Button box , Key-
board and does the Vo-
cals. They call their
style of music
"Slovexican" a blend of
Slovenian, Croatian and
Mexican music.  Mark
your calendar for July 12
and come enjoy their
great music.

The Nominating
Committee is looking
for members to fill the
Board positions of Presi-
dent, Vice President,
Treasurer and Secretary
for next year. If you are
interested then please
call me at 619-465-0543.
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ALSI MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER GENERAL INFORMATION

MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A,, $26 Canada, $27.00
for International delivery. Partial year memberships can be purchased. Use this calculation as follows:
Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year. Therefore, if you are joining with a USA
club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula
would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13. Make check or money order payable to ALSI
and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O. Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175. The REED BLOCK is
published once each month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting. (Meetings are the second
Sunday of each month). Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok
Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor. Unless so stated, no
article is to be construed as an endorsement. Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments
that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor. If you disagree with anything in The REED BLOCK,
please let us know in writing.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS: If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would
like reviewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography
of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above. Please include the price of the item
including shipping and handling. If you want the package returned after the review please include return
postage with the package.

CUT-OFF DATE: All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note: For next month all material is due
two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the August 2009 issue is: July 27, 2009.
This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertise-
ments and ensemble schedules. Please make sure your material is received, in writing or email, no later
than that date. Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to Bob
Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org. Thank you for your cooperation.
ADVERTISEMENTS: Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per
issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue,
one -page event flyer is $25/per issue. Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members. (All ads must be
accordion related).

MEETINGS: The club normally meets at 1:00 - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt
Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA Next Meeting will be on Sunday, July
12th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.

ALSI REED BLOCK Subscription Form

Rates July to December 2009:
US.A. $13.00, Canada $14.00 and International delivery $15.00

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: ALSI/REED BLOCK

Name:
Address:

Phone
E-mail:

Mail in care of: Helen Estok Schoell, P.O. Box 151357, San Diego, CA 92175
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI

July, 2009
by Sharon Marotte

The ALSI picnic at Lindo Lakes in Lakeside was
a great success. The weather was beautiful with
lots of ducks walking around the lake and swimming
in the water. It is a very pretty spot to have our
picnic and listen to accordion music on a Sunday
afternoon. We had a large crowd and lots of visi-
tors from the Los Angeles area: Accordionaires
Accordion Club and the Reunion Band in Los Ange-
les, Sam Costabile also came down from Hacienda
Hts. We were glad to see Al and Claudia Wrona
from Highland — Al played his pogo cello as he ac-
companied Claudia on her accordion.

Bob Warner was the MC for the day. Several
people played their music for us. | will try to list
everyone and hope | don’t omit anyone. Kijell
Holmes, Merle Williams, Gloria Ensign, Ron Griffin,
Gordon Kohl, Al & Claudia Wrona, Bobbi Deach
from L.A., Lou Fanucchi, Parker Grabinski, Jennifer
Amaya, Joe Columbo, Al Jacobs, Polka Dots plus
Lois Lahoud and Howard Kindschi, ALSI Ensemble.
Linda Hibbert and Sharon Marotte also played so-
los.

A touching tribute to Joe DiGiacinto began at
2:30. Helen Estok Schoell sang Amazing Grace ac-
companied by Gloria Ensign. Kjell Holmes talked
about his ‘finding’ Joe at the House of Munich and
bringing him to our club. Joann, Joe’s daughter,
talked about her dad and how important ALSI was
to him. We all sang God Bless America, led by
Helen Schoell & Vicki Erigat accompanied by Gloria
Ensign. Many pictures were on display of Joe and
his family, plus an Excelsior NY accordion was on
display. This accordion was like the one Joe used
to play years ago.

We had good food to eat, thanks to many who
brought things to share. Special thanks to the men
who BBQ’d the burgers and sausages. The BBQ
smell added to the atmosphere of the day. A deli-
cious Hummingbird cake was enjoyed by all. It was
decorated to read, HAPPY SUMMER — ALSI.  This
kind of event takes a lot of people to help make it
happen — pats on the back to everyone for attend-
ing and helping!! —




