
happy and proud that he will 

do our “Concert of the 

Year.”  Frank has universal 

appeal, and his music is in-

spiring.  Everyone of the club 

members should respond by 

getting flyers out to music 

stores, music schools, all the 

houses in Balboa Park and 

ethnic societies etc.   Flyers 

will be available at the July 

meeting.  Frank Marocco  

has traveled with Les Brown 

Band, and has done hundreds 

of sound tracks and jingles 

for TV, movies, records and 

advertising. Most recently 

the sound track for 

“Ratatouille” and “Pirates of 

the Caribbean”. Can you 

imagine the variety of music 

he has been associated with. 

Today there are segments of 

his accordion music on ad-

vertisements. All this plus, 

on the second half of the 

program,  Lou Fanucchi, our 

local accordionst  will join 

Frank on stage.  Lou  loves 

to play with Frank.   

     Don”t miss this concert. 

The ticket cost is only 

$10.00, a very reasonable 

price. For advance tickets,

(continued next page) 

By Kjell Holmes 

 

    

     It was a beautiful sunny 

day, warm with a light 

breeze that tended to help 

the accordion players turn 

the pages of their accordion 

music. I can still smell the 

aroma of those delicious 

hamburgers that Jack Ma-

rotte, Bob Page, and Merle 

Williams were grilling on 

their open barbecues.  

     Everyone played the ac-

cordion , except Vicki Eriqat, 

with a cast on her right arm 

as she directed the ensem-

ble. 

     I am not sure that Joe Di 

Giacinto got to eat at all as 

he played all the way through 

the lunch hour, entertaining 

the club members. 

     Thank you Bob Warner 

for your MC duties that day.  

You managed and executed 

the program so well with 

your professional manner 

and skill.  Also, many thanks 

go out to Helen Schoell for 

managing the very successful 

raffle sales.  What a big un-

dertaking, keeping track of 

the money, obtaining prizes 

and distributing them, some 

of which were monetary 

prizes.  I understand that 

ALSI netted $150 from the 

raffle.  Thank you Helen. 

     The whole day made me 

reflect back to years ago 

when yours truly introduced 

Yankovic’s Polka , “Let’s 

Have A Party”, as Vicki, 

Sharon and Roni Palazzolo 

sang the lyrics.  By the way, 

whatever happened to Greg 

and Roni Palazzolo. Rumor 

has it that they are touring 

Italy. I sure miss them and 

maybe we will see them at 

the Frank Marocco Concert. 

     Speaking about Frank 

Marocco, we at ALSI are so 
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MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 

for International delivery.  Partial year memberships can be purchased.  Use this calculation as follows: 

Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year.  Therefore, if you are joining with a  USA 

club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula 

would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13.  Make check or money order payable to ALSI 

and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O.  Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is 

published once each  month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting.  (Meetings are the second 

Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok 

Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no 

article is to be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments 

that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in   The REED BLOCK, 

please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would 

like reviewed and written up in  The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography 

of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above.  Please include the price of the item 

including shipping and handling.  If you want the package returned after the review please include return 

postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to  The REED BLOCK please note:  all material is due two weeks be-

fore the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the August 2008 issue is    July 28, 2008.  This includes 

all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertisements and en-

semble schedules.  Please make sure your material is received,  in writing or  email, no later than that date.  

Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to Bob Page at webmas-

ter@accordion  -club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per 

issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue, 

one -page event flyer is $25/per issue.  Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members.  (All ads must be 

accordion related). 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00  - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA   (Next Meeting: Sunday, July 13th at 

Bailey Hall, in Mt. Miguel Covenant Village).   

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

(from prior page) 

send your payment to me which 

will secure you preferred seating at 

the concert.  Your tickets will be at 

will call before the concert.  Pay-

ment can be mailed to my home 

address at 4779 Cather Ave., San 

Diego, CA  92122.  Plan to be there 

early as the Frank Marocco Con-

cert will start promptly at 2:00 p.m.  

The doors will be open at 1:00 p.m.  

I hope to see you all at the concert. 

     As you all know from last 

months President’s Message, I will 

be retiring from my presidential 

duties in mid-October.  We are still 

looking for an energetic person to 

take over the leadership of our 

ALSI club.  Hopefully this can hap-

pen by mid-August so I can spend 

some time with that person for a 

smooth transition of leadership. 

     Everyone remember that our 

Showcase in September will feature 

Howard Kantorowski, our virtuoso 

member.  He has just completed 

the direction of “Bye Bye Birdie” at 

the Salvation Army Joan Kroc Thea-

ter.  He is now practicing for his 

Showcase.  Save September 14th on 

your calendar for Howard’s Show-

case. 

     Then on Sunday, October 12th, 

we will be in Balboa Park to per-

form an Oktober Fest for the city 

of San Diego where many of us 

perform for the many visitors there 

from San Diego and elsewhere. 

     Our meeting on July 13

th

 will be 

a regular meeting. I want everyone 

to be there and play their accordi-

ons. I will bring the jam books and 

hopefully Vicki will lead us in a jam.  

Look forward to seeing you all 

there.  — 



“Please share your 

upcoming events 

as to date, time 

and location of 

public appear-

ances.  Please sub-

mit these, in writ-

ing,  complying 

with the cut-off 

date, to  

Helen Estok 

Schoell or Bob 

Page.” 
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Joe Di Giacinto   

Thursday & Saturday 

nights, at 6 –9 pm at  

Bell’Agio Restaurant, 

Santo Rd and Claire-

mont Mesa Blvd in 

Tierrasanta, call 858-

268-8984. 

 

 

 

 

Louis Fanucchi   

Tuesdays  7-30-10 pm, 

The Prado Restaurant  

with “Hot Club of San 

Diego”. 

Thursdays 7—10 pm 

At Wired Café 8935 

Town Centre Drive. 

July 11   at 9:00 pm 

with “MEX!!!”  at Bar 

Pink Elephant (30th & University).  

October, 17   at 7:30 pm - at DIZZY’S 

with MAS GRANDE, Piazzolla concert and 

tribute. 

Kjell Holmes  

 

Lake Cuyamaca  

Restaurant,  

5-8 pm, Friday,  July 4 & 

September 5, The first 

Friday of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon Kohl 

 

Sunday, July 6 12-3 pm 

and August 1,  5-8 pm at 

the Lake Cuyamaca  

Restaurant, . 

July 21, 6:30 pm at the 

Arizona Accordion Club, 

at 8141 N. 16th St.  

Phoenix, Arizona. 

PLAYING AROUND 

UPCOMING ACCORDION EVENTS 

ACCORDION WORKSHOP 

July 14.  Gordon Kohl will hold his monthly work-

shop starting at 6:30 pm.  There will be a workshop 

jam and  then Festival Band practice at 8:15 with 

amplified bass accordion.   Band members must at-

tend and also on August 4 for another band re-

hearsal only. All Workshops and rehearsals will be 

held at Bell’Agio Restaurant, Santo Rd and Claire-

mont Mesa Blvd in Tierrasanta.  Cost:  $20 and $12 

for all non-student guests. (NOTE: Workshop is 

2nd Monday in July) 

For further information, call Gordon Kohl  

at 619-427-4344. 

 

KIMBERLY OLD TIME ACCORDION 

CHAMPIONSHIPS   

July 7 - 12, 2008.   

Contact P.O. Box 473 Kimberly, B.C.  V1A 3B9 or 

e-mail info@kiotac.ca  

 

 

GALLA-RINI  ACCORDION CAMP 

July 27 – Aug 1, 2008   

At Dominican University in San Rafael.  Contact 

Marian Kelly at 650-854-1896 or at 

Kelly.marian@gmail.com. 

FRANK MAROCCO CONCERT  

August 10, 2008.   

This special concert will be held at the Mt. Miguel 

Covenant Village at 2:00 pm.  

AFNA SUMMER FESTIVAL  

Aug. 15-17, 2008 

Knott’s Berry Farm.  Call 619-427-4344 for info. 

COTATI ACCORDION FESTIVAL 

August 23 and 24, 2008.   

Featuring Dick Contino.  Call 707-664-0444 or see 

website www.cotatifest.com. 

INTERNATIONAL ACCORDION CONVEN-

TION   Sept. 29—Oct. 2,2008.   

Las Vegas, Nevada. Featuring Gordon Kohl, Dick 

Contino, Art Van Damme.  Contact 800-472-1695 

for info. 
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  by Gloria Ensign 

 

          The RCAC (Rose City Accordion Club) 

hosts the camp at Silver Falls, Oregon each 

year.  This year it began on June 1st and con-

tinued to June 5th.  The camp is usually five 

days but because of another commitment by 

the Conference Center, the Camp was limited 

to four days. 

     We, Joe Stables, Gale Evans 

and Gloria Ensign, drove north 

to Redding, California to meet 

with Sylvia Barber and Joyce Ev-

ans and drive two SUV’s 

north.  We had been the guests 

of another member of the camp, 

Karen Cordell in Roseberg, 

Oregon last year and we were 

delighted to have the opportu-

nity to do it again.  Karen had 

beds all over her home and in her RV for all of 

us.  She also had a dinner prepared and after 

an evening of jamming and having musical fun, 

we found that she had breakfast ready for us 

also.  What a delightful home and family she 

has. 

     We arrived at Silver Falls Convention Cen-

ter in Sublimity, Oregon on Sunday for the 

lunch and orientation time.  It was great seeing 

our friends from before and also a lot of new 

players 

     There were two orchestras that you may 

join.  Each one has four accordion parts to the 

two songs they were going to practice and 

play on the last night’s performance.  Interme-

diate orchestra played Marss  and El Rancho 

Grande.  the advanced orchestra played Open-

ing in G and Top of Evergreens No. 1.   Since 

we had one less day for rehearsals and learn-

ing our parts, it was an intense four days  

     Ilmar Kuljus was the Orchestra leader with 

Gordon Kohl as his assistant.  They worked 

wonders getting us ready for the final per-

formance.  The teachers were Sylvia Marie 

Barber and Karl Kment (sic) and they were 

outstanding in their lessons to the 

groups.  Each of them is outstanding in their 

playing and they had us doing  many things on 

the accordion we never thought we could do. 

     The weather was not good to us.  A typical 

Oregon wet week.  We did not see the sun 

except for maybe an hour or two in the entire 

five days.  And yes, it rained all of the time, not 

hard but a drizzle all of the time.  That is most 

difficult when you need to roll your accordion 

to the lodges for lessons and to 

the Smith Hall for the orchestra 

rehearsals.  This is such a beauti-

ful part of Oregon with trees 

that touch the sky and every-

thing is so green but of course, 

also very wet.  

     The fun part of the camp is 

real ly the evening "play 

nights".  There is a sign-up list 

and they encourage everyone to 

play once for the group.  This is always so 

much fun as everyone has a different talent on 

the accordion and it is a learning experience 

for everyone.   The San Diego group had Erika 

and Gloria play the polka Mit Humor and the 

tango Marrietta.  Then Gale Evans played a fast 

polka with Silvia Barber and then Sylvia and 

Gloria did our unusual song and dance act 

playing Ain't She Sweet, Five Foot Two and 

Whispering while we danced around and into 

the audience singing and Sylvia triple bellow 

shaking Whispering.  Every year we do a dif-

ferent medley and Sylvia shows off her exper-

tise on frills and ad libs to everyone.  She is 

absolutely fabulous. 

     On Wednesday, we invited the community 

to attend our final performance.  The Hall was 

full of visitors and players.  After the orchestra 

played, the instructors played for us.  Gordon 

Kohl played with John Cessinger as a duet and 

then Gordon played for Erika and she sang 

Kufsteiner Lied and yodeled it.  It was delight-

ful.   Thursday we all ate breakfast together 

and then started down the road for home.  It 

was 46 degrees that morning.  Still raining in 

Oregon, but the sun came out as we hit the 

California border.  — 

ROSE CITY ACCORDION CAMP —  a review 



  by Claudia Wrona 

 

          Just before Christmas Al and I were 

invited to a 50th wedding anniversary in 

Camp Verde, AZ.  We have known this 

couple for many years and they are both 

musicians.  Since I also have a younger 

brother in Phoenix we decided to make 

the trip and visit family and friends.  My 

brother and wife said they happened to 

find a Mexican Super Market like you 

never saw before and wanted us to see it.  

The store was one of the largest we have 

ever seen.  The meat counters were piled 

at least a foot and a half high.  The top 

of the mountain of ground beef was 

formed into the shape of a pig, nose, 

ears, onion/eggs for eyes.  It all looked 

very, very fresh.  There was produce 

we had never seen before and wouldn't 

know how to cook, serve, nor eat it. 

Some ladies were making tortillas, the 

conveyer belt was taking the raw dough 

for processing and packaging. 

     Now what does all this have to do 

with music? Well, as we left the store, 

we noticed a restaurant and outside 

small gift shops.  As we entered the 

garden area, there stood a four piece 

band.  We were told no one ever com-

plained about their music.  As we stood 

in awe, we decided they were playing 

"In Silent Majesty" by P. Cornelius Taci-

tus (55-117? A.D.)      By the way, the 

band consisted of an accordion player, a 

drummer, bass fiddle player, and guitar 

player, all welded out of metal, life size.  

If interested while in Phoenix, the band 

and store is located at 16th Street and 

Roosevelt, about two blocks South of 

the 1-10 Freeway.  An interesting place 

to visit.  — 

ACCORDION IN ART 
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Gordon Kohl 

Chula Vista, CA 

619-427-4344 

 

Gloria Ensign 

Spring Valley, CA 

619-465-0543 

 

Lou Fanucchi 

San Diego, CA 

619-948-3774 

 

Tom Baxter 

San Diego, CA 

619-239-7967 

 

Tiina Zein 

Ramona, CA 

760-787-1525 

 

Al Jacobs 

Santee, CA 

619-562-6701 

  Accordion Instructors  

(206) 632-2700  phone  

 (206) 632-2733  fax 

 www.petosa.com  

  313 NE 45th Street  -   Seattle, WA 98105  

       C U S T O M C R A F T E D  —  


