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The REED BLOCK July  2007 

 

    Harold Estok, Founder 

  ALSI and The Reed Block 

  

  THE REED BLOCK 

  c/o Helen Estok Schoell 

  P.O. Box 151357 

  San Diego, CA   92175 

  July 2007 

“Celebrating 100 Years of the Piano Accordion in America” 

Happy July 4th !! 
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Subscriptions for the calendar year, January to December, $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 for International   

Send check or money order payable to The REED BLOCK to: Helen Estok Schoell, at  P.O.  Box 151357 

San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is published once each month for delivery prior to the next meeting  

(Meeting are the second Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submit-

ted to Helen Estok Schoell or Bob Page. 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no article is to 

be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments that do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in the REED BLOCK, please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would like re-

viewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography of the artist; 

include names, date and places.  Please include the price of the item including shipping and handling.  If you want 

the package returned after the review please include return postage with the package. 

 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note:  all material is due two weeks before the 

next meeting, accordingly the due date for the August 2007 issue is    July 30, 2007.  This includes all items such as 

articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops and ensemble schedules.  Please make sure your 

material is received, in writing or  email, no later than that date.  Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell or 

Bob Page at webmaster@accordion-club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00—4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt Miguel 

Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA     (Next Meeting: Sunday, July 8, 2007 ) 

ALSI Website:  www.accordion-club-sandiego.org 

ALSI STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  

ALSI is San Diego’s forum for appreciating and 

performing accordion music,  

including the MIDI electronic accordion 

—- 

We welcome members who enjoy listening to or 

playing accordion music. 

—- 

We have an accordion ensemble group, monthly 

meetings, local concerts featuring local and in-

ternationally famous performers, an annual pic-

nic and a monthly newsletter.  

PRESIDENT: Kjell Holmes       (858) 453-5486 

PRESIDENTS EMERITI: Harold Estok (Founder); Ron Griffin 

EDITOR / SECRETARY:  Helen Estok Schoell,     (619) 584-4970 

ENSEMBLE DIRECTOR: Vicki Eriqat      (619) 563-5586 

TREASURER: Vicki Eriqat        (619) 563-5586 

REED BLOCK/WEBSITE PRODUCTION:   Bob Page                               (760) 451-3641 

LIBRARIAN: 

REED BLOCK SUBSCRIPTION RATES AND GENERAL INFORMATION 
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by Kjell Holmes 

                   

     June 10

th

 turned out to be 

the best picnic day ever for 

our annual ALSI day at the 

park. 

     The weather was perfect, 

the food was the best. The 

best music ever, and every-

one got along well  and 

completely enjoyed them-

selves. I wish to thank                                                                        

Bob Warner for his Master of Ceremonies work. 

Merle Williams, Gary Nelson, Bob Page and Jack 

Marotte for their Barbecue work on the hamburg-

ers. Also I want to thank Sharon & Jack Marotte, 

Merle Williams and all the others who did so much 

detail support work  such as Roy Wirta & Merle 

Williams camping so early on our picnic site so we 

were assured that we could use the site.Helen 

Schoell with a well organized raffle. Again Thank 

you all. 

     In July, July 8

th

 we will have a regular meeting. 

The Showcase will be the Gordon Kohl Band. A 

group of four very accomplished musicians. In ad-

dition to Gordon Kohl on Accordion, there will be 

Carl Warner on drums, Charlie Romero on clari-

net, and Bob Mostellar on Sax. They are very 

good. They will go on stage after approximately 

2:30PM and will give us up to one hour of great 

music. After their showcase, Gordon is wanting all 

accordion players to join him for a surprise type of 

jam. In the early part of the meeting after 1PM we 

want accordion players to participate with up to 

three selections. 

     In July we will be gearing up for the great Tony 

Lovello Concert. Save time for Tony's concert. 

 

.  ♫    (Live Music Touches the Heart!)      

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 

CREDITS 

  by Helen E. Schoell 

     Our heartfelt thanks to all of you who worked hard to 

make our picnic a great success.   

     Merle Williams and Roy Wirta arrived early to re-

serve picnic tables and the large pavilion for our accor-

dion players and attendees could sit and listen under the 

shade. 

     Jerry Odling brought his canopy to set up over a cou-

ple of picnic tables to provide shade during lunch time. 

     Herb Margerum helped cover the picnic tables with 

table clothes. 

     Bob Page and his wife, Penny, provided the Coleman 

stove, a generator, ice chest filled with ice, some ice tea, 

and delicious brownies. 

     Gary Nelson and his wife, Nancy, brought sliced on-

ions, pickles, a pot of barbequed baked beans plus a table 

to serve food.  

     Vickie Eriqat brought carrot cake to share. 

     Kjell Holmes provided a folding table, plastic uten-

sils, push brooms, amplifiers, mike stands, and paper 

towels. 

     Merle Williams brought all the necessary condi-

ments. 

     Jack and Sharon Mayotte purchased via ALSI funds 

utensils, lighter fluid, and Kosher Pickles, . They also 

picked up lettuce, tomatoes, onions, charcoal and bottled 

water. 

     Jack Marotte, Bob Page  and Merle Williams were 

our cooks for the day. They grilled our hamburgers to 

perfection. 

     DOOR PRIZES were donated by Kjell Holmes, Fred 

Ferino, Vicki Eriqat, Jack Marotte, Nancy Nelson, Bob 

Page, Bob Warner  and Merle Williams. Raffle tickets 

were sold for a cash drawihg. 

     Lenetta, Sally Schienok, Nancy Nelson, Miriana Fe-

rino and yours truly set the table and served up the food. 

Nancy  and Gary went  beyond the call of duty seeing to 

it everyone was served and had everything they needed.  

     WHAT GREAT TEAM WORK! All of you helped to 

make the day go smoother. I heard comments on how 

much everyone enjoyed the day and the food. Organiz-

ing the event made it all worthwhile just to see everyone 

enjoying themselves. God bless you all for your efforts 

and generosity and remember, UNITED WE STAND 

AND DIVIDED WE FALL.   Once again thank you for 

your help and I wish you all a happy July 4

th

. 
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PHONE: (206)632-2700 FAX: (206)632-2733 

E-MAIL: mail@petosa.com 

INTERNET: www.petosa.com  

   

  by Sharon Marotte and Erika Baier 

 

     The ALSI picnic was held June 10, 2007 at 

Lindo Lakes Park in Lakeside, CA.  It was such a 

fun day with beautiful perfect weather for a picnic.   

We watched the ducks, geese, a family of squir-

rels, at least three horses with riders and lots of 

folks enjoying the day. 

     Bob Warner was the MC for the day. He kept 

the program of players moving along nicely. Kjell 

Holmes and Roy Wirta started the day at 11 am. 

They played Life in the Finnish Woods, Johan Pa 

Snippen, and Finska Valse. Merle Williams next 

played Die Lorelei-German medley, Clairene 

Waltz and Saturday Night Waltz (Bb waltz). It was 

nice to arrive at the picnic and hear accordion mu-

sic. The mike system worked well that day. 

     Jerry Odling played several Scandinavian 

songs, Flickan fran Finnskogarna, Visbyminnen 

Waltz and Inga Lill Hambo.  Bill Barr played 

Hungarian Dance #5 and Granada, all from mem-

ory!!  Gary Nelson played Santa Lucia, plus a 

couple more songs. It was good to have Gary and 

Nancy at the picnic and hear Gary play.   

     Bob Page next played a Myron Floren arrange-

ment of It Had To Be You plus Moon Glow.   Nice 

playing, Bob!   Vicki Eriqat played You Belong 

To Me with vocals to go with her arrangements!  

She also played Tree in the Meadow and Careless 

Hands.  Sharon Marotte followed with the Swiss 

Sunshine waltz by Helene Criscio, Debbie’s waltz, 

Teresina Polka, a polka by Pietro Deiro.  Burch 

Ertle joined Sharon on his upright bass for the 

polka. 

     Al and Claudia Wrona came from Highland, 

CA to attend the picnic.  It was so good to see 

them once again.  Al forgot his tambourine so he 

improvised and used a scissors on a container to 

make rhythm and it worked great!  They played 

Madelon, which was sung ½ French and ½ Polish, 

Guitar & Serenade and Bublitchki, which means 

Pretzel in Russian.  Joe Di Giacinto played for us 

during the lunch time.  He can sit and play songs, 

one after the other.  It was entertaining and very 

pleasant. 

     The lunch BBQ worked very well.  The three 

grillers, Jack Marotte, Bob Page and Merle Wil-

liams were ready with grilled hamburgers at 1 pm, 

hardly any smoke blowing our way.  Many folks 

brought things to share for the meal and we ate 

good!!!  Folks could have several helpings and we 

still had food left over.  I’m sure no one went home 

hungry. 

     The ALSI Ensemble played after the lunch 

break.  Songs were:  Summer Medley, Kufsteiner 

Lied with Erika Baier singing, Over the Waves, 

Sophomore Blues, Beer Barrel Polka, Tic Tock 

Polka, and Take Me Out to the Ballgame.  Always 

good to have Burch Ertle on the bass.   Farrie Ann 

Nichols played and sang New York, New York, a 

March, Springtime in Summer and a Rag.  Farrie 

plays and sings with such enthusiasm. 

     Sami Zein played his button accordion and 

makes it sing!  He has such technique, his fingers 

fly!   He played 2 Finnish polkas and a Finnish 

waltz.  Al Jacobs had not been feeling good but 

played great!  He plays everything without music, 

using his bellows so effectively.  His songs;  My 

weather medley, A Foggy Day in London Town and 

a tango.  The Polka Dots (minus Rena Watton) 

played the Accordion Waltz, Clarinet Polka, Ain’t 

We Got Fun/Side by Side, Landlicher Tanz, and Too 

Fat Polka which Vicki sang.  Linda Hibbert was up 

next and played I Can’t Smile Without You, a Swiss 

Waltz, and Come Back to Sorrento.  Linda plays 

with feeling and is so precise, with great dynamics 

and real European rhythm. 

     Several of us joined in on the jam session.  Vicki 

Eriqat was our director and we played for at least ½ 

hour.  A couple of folks from other parts of the park 

came over because they heard our accordion music 

and said that we ROCKED!!  One man wants to start 

taking lessons again.  Helen conducted a drawing in 

between the players.  Several items were given away 

as well as 2 twenty dollar bills.  Roy Wirta got a new 

dent in his car but all in all, it was a great day. — 

 

HAPPINESS AT ALSI PICNIC 
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ALSI Annual Picnic —  June 10, 2007 


