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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Gloria Ensign

| am truly stepping into
gigantic shoes and it is a chal-
lenge for me as | have tiny
feet. With all of your help
we will make 2009 an excit-
ing year.

December 14 set the
stage for our club with Bri-
ana and Mikaela Kwiatek
entertaining us for an hour.
They wrote their own script
and proved to us that our
young accordion players are
the future of our club. As
one member wrote to me,
"they were so cute, so
poised and such personality."
So refreshing to hear young
girls acknowledging their
parents and grandfather for
all they did for them. They
were a joy to hear and
watch. Thank You girls for
giving us such Holiday joy.
There are many more in our

club and in Southern Califor-
nia and we need to encour-
age them to join us.

| know many of you play
beautifully, but have stayed in
the background of our club.
I will be looking for you to
get your accordion out and
be prepared to play. We all
have our own style of playing
and we need that to make
our club come alive with the
joy of accordion music and
fellowship. Our Program
Director, Bill Barr, (who is
fabulous in his new job) is
scheduling players at four of
the dining halls, Crider |,
Crider 2, Brandel, and the
Main Cafe from 11:30 to
12;30, just before our meet-
ings. He is looking for play-
ers to do this. He, or | will
contact you as the year goes
on. Playing at these halls is
ALSI's way of saying Thank
You to Mt. Miguel for the
use of their facility. Russell
Camp is our contact with
them. Many thanks to Rus-
sell for his patience with all
of us.

The January |l Show
case of the Reunion Ensem-
ble will be a wonderful pro-
gram. They are very talented
and entertaining with a vari-
ety of arrangements that will
please everyone. We do

need all of you to be there
to enjoy them. Let's fill the
hall this time and show our
support of great accordion
entertainment. | do have a
tentative schedule of pro-
grams for 2009. Accordion
music programs can be so
wooooooooooooooderful
and where we can be proud
to be able to play our instru-
ments and have a club that
enjoys hearing us.

| intend to use all of you
in 2009 to help me with your
club. Your input is so neces-
sary, so please be prepared
to help me set up the By
Laws and the various com-
mittees. Call me if you are
interested, or | will be con-
tacting you. | will be chang-
ing the snack time in Febru-
ary to just cake and coffee,
tea or punch. | will have
Helen Stables make a cake
for us each month. Her cake
for December was gorgeous
and was a red velvet cake
that she makes so well and
decorated with accordions
and the girls names. If you
weren't there, you really
missed something great.

Thank You Kjell for your
devotion and love of the
accordion and you really are
"Mr. Accordion" to every-
one. —
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ALSI MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER GENERAL INFORMATION

MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00
for International delivery. Partial year memberships can be purchased. Use this calculation as follows:
Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year. Therefore, if you are joining with a USA
club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula
would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13. Make check or money order payable to ALSI
and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O. Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175. The REED BLOCK is
published once each month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting. (Meetings are the second
Sunday of each month). Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok
Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor. Unless so stated, no
article is to be construed as an endorsement. Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments
that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor. If you disagree with anything in The REED BLOCK,
please let us know in writing.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS: If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would
like reviewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography
of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above. Please include the price of the item
including shipping and handling. If you want the package returned after the review please include return
postage with the package.

CUT-OFF DATE: All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note: For next month all material is due
two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the February 2009 issue is: January 26,
2009. This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, ad-
vertisements and ensemble schedules. Please make sure your material is received, in writing or email, no
later than that date. Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to
Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org. Thank you for your cooperation.
ADVERTISEMENTS: Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per
issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue,
one -page event flyer is $25/per issue. Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members. (All ads must be
accordion related).

MEETINGS: The club normally meets at 1:00 - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt
Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA (Next Meeting will be at Bailey Hall on
Sunday, January | Ith from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm).

ALSI REED BLOCK Subscription Form

Rates January to December 2009:
U.S.A. $25.00, Canada $26.00 and International delivery $27.00

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: ALSI/ REED BLOCK

Name:
Address:

Phone
E-mail:

Mail in care of: Helen Estok Schoell, P.O. Box 151357, San Diego, CA 92175
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI

by Sharon Marotte

Our December 4™ meeting was held
on a cold and wintry day — but it is De-
cember after all!!! Folks wore lots of red
clothing which made the day much more
cheery. We had our snack foods inside
once again and people were very careful
not to spill on the carpet — Thank You!!
Bill Barr played in Crider #I, Elke Ertle
played in Crider #2, Sharon Marotte
was in Brandel, Bob Page was the Café
player. Bob Warner was the mystery
player in Bailey Hall. Boy, are we ever
busy! Jack Marotte was in the sound
booth operating the microphones with his
head set on, Merle Williams took care
of the video camera. Bill Barr was the
MC for the day also. The kitchen crew was
busy and a beautiful cake was brought in to
honor our Showcase gals.

Our first player was Janet Martini —
we haven’t seen Janet for a while and it is
always entertaining to hear her play her
diatonic accordion. Janet played three
songs: Varsoviana (old California version),
Las Blancas, and Despedida (de las tristes
lagrimas). Please come back again, Janet.

Al and Terri Cerutti are back from
Thunder Bay, Canada. Al played for us
three songs: Winter Wonderland, Silver
Bells and I'll Be Home for Christmas. We
look forward to seeing these two folks
again at our meetings.

Bob Page played beautifully as always.
His songs were Amazing Grace and White
Christmas. It is always a treat to hear Bob
play. His chords and bass work are so
sweet.

Next Sharon Marotte hopped upon
the stage and played a couple of Christmas
song arrangements from a book from
Mario Pedone, an accordion player from
Katy, Texas. The songs were It’s Beginning
to Look Like Christmas and Santa Claus is
Coming to Town. She next played an old
favorite — All | want for Christmas is my
Two Front Teeth.

Russell Camp played Christmas songs
from different countries. French — Sing
We Now of Christmas — He is Born. Pol-
ish and German — Infant Holy — O Come
Little Children. Latin America — En La
Nache — Venid Pastores — Venib Pastocil-
los. Russell plays beautiful music, brought
to us from different countries.

Al Jacobs played songs from several
continents and several era’s. His songs
were:  German Christmas songs, Feliz
Navidad, Chanukah songs plus a few other
songs. Al can play anything from any-
where!!!

Next Joe Di Giacinto played a couple
of songs. He is losing his eye sight but still
plays really good! Joe continued to play
while we filled our plates during the snack
time.

We were really looking forward to our
Showcase gals. They did a great job which
will be written up by Bob Warner. After
the Showcase, we were able to hear
Sammy Zein play a Finnish waltz, a cou-
ple of Finnish polkas and a musette medley.
What a treat!!! Thanks to everyone for
coming out to the ALSI during a very busy
Holiday season. —
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SHOWCASE REVIEW

ALSI SHOWCASE
DECEMBER 14, 2008

by Bob Warner

The halls of Bailey Center resounded with
the splendid playing of Mikaela and Briana
Kwiatek as they strolled into our friendly audi-
torium to begin their special showcase. These
two sisters, age || and |5 respectively, pre-
sented an entertaining and polished program
of solo and duet accordion playing that held
the rapt attention of the audience throughout.
These attractive young girls captivated every-
one as they presented a well thought out and
rehearsed program this afternoon. They dis-
played a talent that went well beyond their
years.

Their first
number,
“VALSE
LINDA?”, their
own composi-
tion, began a
non-stop pro-
gram  where
various pieces
were per-
formed as so-
los or duets.
Their engaging smiles, excellent playing and
good stage presence clearly said, “We love
playing the accordion.” You don’t see young
students playing at this level very often. Fur-
thermore they have a lot of potential as they
continue their studies and performances.

“MIT HUMOR?”, sung with humor, was quickly
followed by a polka. Briana soloed with
‘MAPLE LEAF RAG” followed by Mikaela play-
ing “JUNIOR BOOGIE” and the “MARINES
HYM.” What was different about the
“MARINES HYM” was that she played it on
the left hand alone where the basses carried
the melody and the chords provided rhythm.

Briana’s next solos, “GRAND SWEEP” and
“NEVER ON SUNDAY” were played with con-
fidence and good rhythm. The girls then made a
tribute to their grandpa who was primarily re-
sponsible for getting them started on the ac-
cordion.

The first half of their program ended with a
group of Christian songs — “MANSION OVER
THE HILL” and “JESUS GOES WITH ME” by
Mikaela and “AMAZING GRACE” and
“BEAUTIFUL” by Briana. There was fine clear
playing of these standards “BEAUTIFUL” had
an especially appealing melody.

Moving on, the girls played a truly great ar-
rangement of “BATTLE HYMN OF THE RE-
PUBLIC”. Their intro was particularly dramatic
and, of course, the audience sang along part of
the time. Mikaela next played a special arrange-
ment of “DARK EYES” using good phrasing and
dynamics. She started out slowly and then in-
creased tempo in typical gypsy fashion. “Briana
took off with “CRAZY ACCORDION
POLKA”. This arrangement employed treble
glissandos between melody notes performed at
a medium tempo. The major part of the piece
was embellished with a lot of technical runs
performed impeccably by Briana. Their duet of
the traditional western piece “CIMARRON”
was uniquely appropriate for the accordion, a
good choice for variety.

Briana and Mikaela finished with many of
our favorite Christmas carols starting with “O
COME LITTLE CHILDREN” and “SILENT
NIGHT” and ending with Briana’s melodic
“WHITE CHRISTMAS”. The pieces were pre-
sented in the spirit of Christmas and gave the
audience another chance to sing along.

Needless to say, we can hardly wait to hear
these two musicians again next year. Their pro-
gram was unique, well organized and presented
in an entertaining way while showing us the
skills and stage presence they have developed
in their young playing careers. —
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EVENT COMMITTEES
“REUNION” COMMITTEE “ARIZONA” COMMITTEE “PICNIC” COMMITTEE
January | Ith 2009 February 8th 2009 June 14th 2009
Committee Chair Committee Chair Master of Ceremonies
Gloria Ensign Gloria Ensign Bob Warner
Master of Ceremonies Master of Ceremonies Manager Tickets
Bill Barr Bill Barr Helen Schoell
Food committee Food committee Manager Raffle
Jane Ford Jane Ford Helen Schoell
Linda Slinko Linda Slinko Power Supply
Joe Stables Joe Stables Merle Williams
Helen Stables—Cake Helen Stables—Cake Bob Page
Video Video Chief Cook
Merle Williams Merle Williams Jack Marotte
Sound System Sound System 2nd Cook
Jack Marotte Jack Marotte Merle Williams
Chair setup Chair setup 3rd Cook
Russell Camp Russell Camp Bob Page
Dining Hall Chair Dining Hall Chair
Bill Barr Bill Barr
Photographer Photographer
Sharon Marotte Sharon Marotte

“To help to get more members involved in club activities we have organized a committee approach to running and
managing the club.”
Many opportunities for service are available for these and other club events. If you would like to be a part of these ALSI

activities, please contact the Club Secretary, Helen Estok Schoell at 619-584-4970.

For Sale — Musical Package

$200 Cash

I.  INTERNATIONAL 120 Bass Accordion Black Model Central
Matic w/Amp Hook up, 7 treble & 2 bass switches.

CUSTOMCRAFTED — Since 1922

313 NE 45th Street - Seattle, WA 98105

(206) 632-2700 phone

2. Sonola Accordion Case and Cover.
3. Roller Dolly for Accordion Case.
4.  Silver Music Stand w/case. (206) 632-2733 fax

www.petosa.com

Details Call: 619 -447-9040

FERINOD

INSTRUCTION: Piano / Accordion / Keyboard
SHEET MUSIC & BOOKS - ACCORDION SALES & REPAIRS
Amplifiers « Pick-Ups « Straps « Cases * Accessories
ACCORDION ENTERTAINMENT
SPECIAL BEGINNER PROGRAM

444 Colorado Ave. Ste. C
Chula Vista, CA 91910
gordonkohl@gordonkohl:

(619) 427-4344

rdions.com gordonkohlaccordions.com
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MEMBERS CORNER - BOB PAGE

by Bob Warner

As | have learned, Bob Page has had an inter-
esting career with the accordion. While working in
his parent’s front yard with his brother a man
stopped by and asked if they would be interested
in taking accordion lessons. Well, Bob at his young
age of nine thought it was a good idea. After dis-
cussing the matter with his parents both he and his
brother were signed up for lessons. He was fortu-
nate to have Jack Nelson for his first teacher, a
competent professional who inspired Bob to be a
good student. The association continued through-
out Bob’s teen years at which time Jack started his
own studio and asked Bob to teach there. During
those intervening years he developed a discipline
for practicing although parents had to occasionally
give him a firm push. Soon, with some student ac-
quaintances he formed a quartet that played regu-
larly on local radio and TV shows, much to the
approval of parents and friends.

Aside from the beginners’ accordion, Bob’s
first real 120 bass instrument was a Sonola brand
which he has kept to this day for sentimental rea-
sons. He continued playing and teaching during his
first junior college years for a personal friend at
the Milton Mann studios. A 2 2 year stint in the
navy interrupted his college studies and studio
teaching job after which he rejoined the studio. At
about the same time he got married and continued
teaching for another year. The studio did not sur-
vive some hard times which then prompted both
Bob and his wife to finish college.

For his life’s work after college, Bob shifted
from a major in social science to advanced data
processing. (No wonder he is so good at produc-
ing the ALSI newsletter). Although his accordion
career went on the back burner at that time, he
still kept playing. Other opportunities to continue
playing occurred down in Baja California near En-
senada. His wife’s parents owned a house there
which gave him a chance to play for the local peo-
ple, much to their enjoyment. He played not only
there but also at the local Masonic temple where
his father-in-law was a member. The Sonola accor-
dion found a permanent home there for about 25
years.

In 1985 he began taking lessons from Anthony

Galla-Rini for a year. What a rich experience! This
encouraged him to spend more time with the in-
strument. However, the usual interruptions due to
work and raising a family caused him to discon-
tinue the lessons. (I'm sure many of us can relate
to that.) The next fortuitous event occurred when
he was introduced to ALSI on or about 2001 by an
accordionist friend when the club was meeting in
the La Mesa church. Although not active in the
beginning, retirement allowed him to engage in
club activities at a higher level.

In addition to the
.{ Sonola accordion Bob
“Jhad acquired a
Jbranded instrument
called a REMBRANDT,
still playable to this
day. However, given
his level of compe-
"|tence Bob decided to
purchase a top grade
instrument, the PE-
TOSA AMI000, espe-
cially after receiving a strong recommendation
from Galla-Rini. He received the utmost coopera-
tion from Petosa when making the purchase. —

NOTE: Gloria Ensign, our new president, sug-
gested the idea of having a personal interview and
discussion with various members of ALSI in order
to provide biographical sketches that promote a
sense of cohesiveness in the membership and also
to encourage all members to get more involved
with performing at our regular monthly meetings.
What | have chosen to do is to begin with Bob
Page, our hardworking publisher of the ALSI
REEDBLOCK. Although, Bob is no stranger to the
performing stage at our meetings, this will give us a
chance to develop the format with this first install-
ment and also show the kind of content we will be
looking for. | am sure all of our members have
many interesting stories to relate from the time
they first picked up an accordion. We hope to
eventually get around to the entire membership. In
all probability there will be changes and adjust-
ments in content and length as we move along.
Your feedback and patience will be most appreci-
ated. Thank You.




Volume |5 Issue |

Page 7

UPCOMING ACCORDION EVENTS

ACCORDION WORKSHOP

JANUARY [9th.

Gordon Kohl will hold his monthly workshop
starting at 6:30 pm. Each month features a mu-
sic study and informal Jam session. This month
Gordon will provide two duet pieces from the
Pietro Deiro Library of Band Music, a waltz and
a polka. There will also be two love song bal-
lads; “Unchained Melody” and “Lara’s Theme”
from the movie “Dr. Zhivago” The final por-
tion of the workshop will be devoted to re-
hearsing the three pieces that will be performed
at the February ALSI meeting that also features
the Arizona Accordion Club Ensemble. These
songs include “Oh Marie”, “Hava Nagila”, and
the “Lena Mazurka”. The workshop will be
held at the BellAgio Restaurant, Santo Rd and
Clairemont Mesa Blvd in Tierrasanta. Cost:
$20 and $12 for all non-student guests.

For further information, call 619-427-
4344.

JANUARY SHOWCASE

January | 1th.

Join us at the regular ALSI meeting that will fea-
ture a Showcase and Encore of the “Reunion
Accordion Ensemble” performing various ac-
cordion orchestral arrangements that include;

January 11 Showcase: with
Reunion Ensemble
February 10  Showcase: with
Jack Dermody
And Friends.
March 8 Kjell Holmes
Tribute Dinner
April 5 Concert: with

Sylvia Marie Barber

Classical, Pop, Latin, French, Italian and Polka
genres. They will perform between 2:30 and
3:30 p.m. Arrive early for best seating. Also,
bring a friend that enjoys the accordion for
this special event. —

“Please share date,

PLAYING AROUND

time and location
of public appear-
ances. Submit

these, in writing,
complying with the

cut-off date, to
Helen Estok

(619-475-8627)
Schoell or Bob February 8 3:00 pm in Concert with Yale
Page.” Strom at Houston, Texas.

Russian Festival (Feb 20-22).

Louis Fanucchi

4 Tuesdays 7-30-10 pm,
The Prado Restaurant
8 with “Hot Club

il Combo of San Diego”.
| Friday, Jan 2 7-10 pm,
at Romesco in Bonita

on 4346 Bonita Rd.

February 20 12:00 pm at the San Francisco

Joe Di Giacinto
Thursday & Saturday nights,
at 6 -9 pm at Bell’Agio
Restaurant, Santo Rd and

| Clairemont Mesa Blvd in
Tierrasanta, call 858-268-
8984.

Kjell Holmes

Lake Cuyamaca Restaurant,
At 5-8 pm, Friday, Febru-
ary 6




