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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Kjell Holmes

The year 2007 has now
passed and yours truly is very
pleased with our results for the
past year. This especially was
k.4 true in the huge improvement

B in the ALSI Newsletter by our
¢ newsletter crew, Helen Schoell
¢ and Bob Page. Bob Page is
also doing webmaster work for
= our club website, a more fre-
quent chore. This has boosted much more recognition
for our club.

We all appreciate the good performance the girls of
the Polka Dots did with their Showcase for our Decem-
ber Meeting. Thank You Polka Dots.

There are so many things [ would like to see the
Club do. However, it takes “can do” participation by all
to make it all happen. This past year we dropped our
October meeting at Mt Miguel Covenant Village, be-
cause we felt it was important to do the Oktober Fest in
Balboa Park, a good event to promote the accordion in
a popular accordion month. It seems as though two ac-
tivities in one month reduces attendance to both activi-
ties. In November, we had our successful Heritage Day
activity. The following week, the El Cajon Mother
Goose Parade activity was another November event. It
now seems dubious about another Mother Goose Pa-
rade activity in the future. It takes more young accor-
dion players, and more parent support for the players,
and, if we wish to class up our float, it will take more
monetary support and more “can do” volunteers to do
the associated work. I do feel however, that we may
still be able to have two meetings in September or Oc-
tober to give a day in Balboa Park for the Oktober Fest.

With several new people in the Club, there are ideas
of a music Jam night. Carlos Espinosa, owner and man-
ager of Bell’Agio Restaurant in Tierrasanta has offered
his room on a Monday night.

During the next few months a new search for good
showcases, which does draw interest to our club, will
be going on.

In addition, the hope is that some how we can get
more young people playing the accordion. That is
really the future for the instrument. Several have tried.
Evie Carlson, a real trooper for children is really
missed. Gordon Kohl is planning an ensemble for
young accordion players next year. And now with Lou
Fanucchi becoming more active, getting his own studio
apartment, and wanting to teach accordion, I still have
hope. Just some thoughts that run through my mind for
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more good things for the future.. Young people with
ethnic heritage in North County is a place where some
interest could be created by an enthusiastic teacher with
a “can do” approach.

Our next meeting will be on January 13" and the
“Reunion” Accordion Ensemble will give us a show-
case. They are a group from the Los Angeles area that
recently reunited from High School Days and are now
playing under the leadership of their teacher of years
ago . And now, in addition to leading this ensemble,
she heads up the Camatti Accordion Studio. She is
Lucille Camatti. I hope every one can find time to
come and hear their music.

Hope to see you all there on January 13" 2008. —

(Live Music Touches the Heart!)

CREDITS

by Helen E. Schoell

Early birds, Merle Williams and Russell Camp
had refreshment tables all set up inside the Bailey
Hall Center in preparation for our meeting. Be-
cause of the cold and rainy weather we could not
serve refreshments out on the patio. Merle also
had the video camera and microphones all set up
on stage for our performers.

Yours truly made coffee and with the help of
Ardith Birdsell and her husband, Roy, we brought
food from the kitchen inside Bailey Hall. We set
the tables and served the delicious variety of foods
you all brought to share. Afterwards, we cleared
and cleaned up the tables and kitchen.

Thank you to those of you who brought goodies
to share and Thank you Ardith and Roy for your
most welcome help. God bless you one and all.—

ACCORDION INSTRUCTORS

Gordon Kohl
Chula Vista, CA
619-427-4344

Tom Baxter
San Diego, CA
619-239-7967

Tiina Zein
Ramona, CA
760-787-1525

Gloria Ensign
Spring Valley, CA
619-465-0543

Al Jacobs
Santee, CA
619-562-6701

Lou Fanucchi
San Diego, CA
619-948-3774
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI

by Sharon Marotte

The December meeting was festive and
warm with approximately 40 folks in atten-
dance. Vicki Eriqat was the Café player and
Al Cerutti played at Crider #1. Russell
Camp was the Mystery Player and entertained
us with lots of Christmas carols until 1 pm.
Bob Warner was our MC.

Janet Martini brought two members of her
group - Los Californios.

Janet played her red accordion, Vykki Mende
Gray played the violin & David Swarens
played the guitar. The two girls sang duets
with great harmony. Their songs were: Va
Cayendo la Tarde, Estrella Brillante (the
Bright Star), and Yo Soy Maria. What a treat!
David Swarens and I worked together years
ago at O’Farrell SCPA. It was fun to see him
again.

Farrie Ann Nichols was our next player.
She sang along as she played: Happy Birth-
day, Jesus, All I want for Christmas is my two
Front Teeth, and Mary’s Little Boy Child.

Three Christmas songs were played by
Sharon Marotte. Santa Claus is coming to
Town and Here Comes Santa Claus were
songs sung in the one room country school
house when Sharon was a kid. Have Yourself
a Merry Little Christmas was her third song.

Bill Barr next played The Waltz you saved
for Me, Who’s Sorry Now, and Be Sure It’s
True When You Say I Love You. Bill plays
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all of his songs from memory, which is not
easy. He makes it seem so easy to just sit and
play.

Joe Colombo played Hark the Herald An-
gels Sing, Silver and Gold, and White Christ-
mas. Joe used the lecture for his music, at first
we thought he was going to preach his songs!!!
He also used Tom Baxter’s accordion so he
had a different accordion, different music
stand and stood up to play. Good going, Joe!

Two of the songs Ron Griffin played were
written by Stas Venglevski - Sunshine’s Re-
turn and Twilight Reflection. Twilight Reflec-
tion is the name of Ron’s boat so Stas wrote
that song for him. Ron played a polka, Swed-
ish Polka, and the crowd was so ready for a
polka!!

Ron plays from memory and puts a lot of feel-
ing into his music— good going, Ron.

Next was Vicki Eriqat. Joe Di Giacinto
backed her up as she sang her songs — Merry
Christmas in Italy, I saw Mommie kissing
Santa Claus, and O Holy Night.

Joe Di Giacinto played a potpourri of
songs. He is amazing as he goes from song to
song, always from memory.

Al Jacobs was the last player before the
snack break time. He played some Christmas
songs from around the world, Mexico, Ger-
many and a children’s Hanukkah song. He
ended with several Cole Porter songs.

Our snack time was held inside Bailey Hall
this time because of the cool weather. We had
to be very careful not to be messy and drop
food on the carpeted floor. Always interesting
to see what folks bring to make our snack time
tasty!!

After the Polka Dot’s Showcase, the meet-
ing concluded with a Jam Session of Christmas
Carols led by Vicki Erigat. The music
sounded the theme of this time of year and was
enjoyed by all. —
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SHOWCASE REVIEW

POLKA DOTS SHOWCASE
DECEMBER 9, 2007

by Bob Warner

This Sunday afternoon our Mt. Miguel
venue was graced by 5 very attractive la-
dies. Vicki Eriquat, Rena Watton, Kari An-
drews, Sharon Marrotte and Linda Hibbert
playing as our own POLKA DOTS took the
stage in their stunning outfits to provide a
varied program of Christmas and popular
songs for this, our last showcase of the
year. As they assembled on the stage, the
cameras started clicking as they made quite
a fetching sight. Vicki announced the num-
bers to be performed as we settled down to
a great afternoon of entertainment.

They rang in the Christmas season with
“IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT
LIKE CHRISTMAS”, “WINTER WON-
DERLAND” and “FROSTY THE SNOW-
MAN.” This got the fingers warmed up
while they got their bearings as to how they
all sounded to one another. Leaving Christ-
mas for now, the quintet played
“ANGELINA POLKA”, “HARBOR
LIGHTS” and “ACCORDION WALTZ”
which had either a Swiss or Norwegian
sound to it. Vicki sang a verse or two of
HARBOR LIGHTS in her clear soprano
backed up by mellow accordion voicings.
Next, Linda started the group off with a
slick intro to “HAVA NAGILA” which was
followed by a jazzy version of “AIN’T WE
GOT FUN”.

Linda and Vicki pleasantly surprised us
by doing a singing duet of “MY FAVOR-
ITE THINGS” from the “SOUND OF MU-
SIC”. This number, which was sung and
acted out in a happy, playful way, was very
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entertaining. The next number was a tune-
ful and memorable polka, the title of which
slipped by me during the program. This
was foot tapping polka style, however.

Continuing with the Christmas theme we
heard “HAVE A HOLLY, JOLLY CHRIST-

MAS”, “FELICE NAVIDAD” and none

other than “RUDOLPH THE RED NOSED

REINDEER”. I had heard that Gene Autry
really didn’t want to record this song when
it was offered to him. It only made him a
mint of money.

From their voluminous repertoire Vicki
chose “LOVE AND MARRIAGE” and
“IT’S AMOST UNUSUAL DAY, sung by
Vicki, with mike in hand in front of the en-
semble. The versatility of this group in
playing a variety of ballads and novel com-
positions is considerable. Next, Linda and
Vicki performed a terrific singing duet of
“PLAY A SIMPLE MELODY”. Linda led
off with the first verse which was the
theme. Vicki came in with double time
phrasing and the two finished with Linda
singing the slow verse and Vicki working
in the double time verse in a really neat
way. It was great.

“RAIN DROPS”, written by Burt Baca-

rach, was a number nicely suited to the
group followed by “SILVER and GOLD

WALTZ” sung by Vicki in her clear, warm
soprano. To close the program, the ensem-
ble played a beautiful, original arrangement
of “SILENT NIGHT”. The POLKA DOTS

write all of their own arrangements, re-
hearse regularly and have been together for
13 years. They are a well known profes-

sional group and we really enjoy having
them for a showcase. —
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ENSEMBLE APPEARANCES

Chargers Blood Drive XXIX
November 20, 2007

by Ensemble members

The Chargers Blood Drive XXIX is once again
history. This is the fourth year that the ALSI En-
semble was asked to play and we were excited and
honored to do so. We assembled back stage at the
Town and Country Convention Center and listened
to the Vocal Quartet Party of 4, who performed
before us. Tom Baxter and Erika Baier did some
dancing to their music, swing and foxtrot. Tom is
taking ballroom dancing lessons and Erika has
been in International Ballroom competitions in
years past. The Thanksgiving Dixieland Jazz Fes-
tival “Jammers” followed us.

Our Ensemble members that played were:
Vicki Erigat, Rena Watton, Kari Andrews, Sharon
Marotte, Tom Baxter and Phil Rizzo. We looked
nice in our white shirts, black pants and red vests.
We were very pleased to have Carl Warren play
the drums for us. He sounded great, kept us to-
gether. What a great guy! The sound system and
facilities were top notch. The mikes were set up
for us and sound controlled from across the room.
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Vicki Eriqat and Erika Baier each sang a solo.
Erika did her yodeling to Kufsteiner Leid. Vicki
sang Edelweiss. As we played and sang, our pic-
tures were on huge screens on either side of the
stage for all to see from the back of the Conven-
tion Center. We played for 45 minutes and re-
ceived some good applause. Lots of folks were
lined up to get autographs from the Charger Girls,
who were on our left of the stage so they got the
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most attention!

We had a chance to wander around the floor,
visiting the booths of vendors, picking up free
goodies, enjoying hot dogs, and drinks. We each
received a long sleeved light blue tshirt for play-
ing. We saw Sheriff Bill Kolander who is a friend
of Vicki’s. Of course, we had to take a photo! We
also received a nice letter of thanks and a color
photo of the scoreboard at a Chargers game. The
scoreboard read: “Chargers and S D Blood Bank
thank Accordion Lovers Society International for
supporting Blood Drive XXIX.”

The Blood Drive received 1,944 pints of blood,
with 150 people registering on the National Mar-
row Donor Program. —

Stanley Recreation
Center Holiday Party
December 15, 2007

by Erika Baier

Members of the ALSI Accordion Ensemble,
wearing Santa Claus hats, played for the children
at Stanley Park. It was a sold out event!

We do this every year, to show our appreciation
for alloying us the use of their facilities for our re-
hearsals twice a month. The parents and children
all applauded and a small redhaired boy didn’t
stop dancing to our Christmas music!

A table was set up for us in a separate room and
we enjoyed a delicious breakfast with pancakes,
bacon, potatoes, orange juice and coffee. But best
of all, we were together in the Christmas spirit,
relaxing, telling stories and we all had a great time.




