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Subscriptions for the calendar year, January to December, $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 for International   

Send check or money order payable to The REED BLOCK to: Helen Estok Schoell, at  P.O.  Box 151357 

San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is published once each month for delivery prior to the next meeting  

(Meeting are the second Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submit-

ted to Helen Estok Schoell or Bob Page. 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no article is to 

be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments that do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in the REED BLOCK, please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would like re-

viewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography of the artist; 

include names, date and places.  Please include the price of the item including shipping and handling.  If you want 

the package returned after the review include return postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note:  all material is due two weeks before the 

next meeting, accordingly the due date for the March 2007 issue is March 26, 2007.  This includes all items such as 

articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops and ensemble schedules.  Please make sure your 

material is received, in writing or  email, no later than that date.  Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell or 

Bob Page at webmaster@accordion-club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00—4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt Miguel 

Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA  

ALSI Website:  www.accordion-club-sandiego.org 

ALSI STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  

ALSI is San Diego’s forum for appreciating and 

performing accordion music,  

including the MIDI electronic accordion 

—- 

We welcome members who enjoy listening to or 

playing accordion music. 

—- 

We have an accordion ensemble group, monthly 

meetings, local concerts featuring local and in-

ternationally famous performers, an annual pic-

nic and a monthly newsletter.  

PRESIDENT: Kjell Holmes       (858) 453-5486 

PRESIDENTS EMERITI: Harold Estok (Founder); Ron Griffin 

EDITOR / SECRETARY:  Helen Estok Schoell,     (619) 584-4970 

ENSEMBLE DIRECTOR: Vicki Eriqat      (619) 563-5586 

TREASURER: Vicki Eriqat        (619) 563-5586 

REED BLOCK/WEBSITE PRODUCTION:   Bob Page                               (760) 451-3641 

LIBRARIAN: 

REED BLOCK SUBSCRIPTION RATES AND GENERAL INFORMATION 
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by Kjell Holmes 

The February meeting was 

wonderful as we used the oc-

casion to honor Roy Wirta in 

his outstanding service to our 

club.  As he stepped down 

from his role, Roy thanked 

Bob Page for assuming pro-

duction of the REED 

BLOCK and praised Bob for 

bringing our newsletter into 

the 21

st

 century with some of 

the newer technology.   

     Bob Page is well versed on the computer and 

enjoys working with new publishing tools. He has 

a head full of ideas for our newsletter and will cer-

tainly feed them into the newsletter as time goes 

on.  I am so glad that he is now doing the produc-

tion of the newsletter as well as being our new 

webmaster. 

    I also wish to thank our secretary Helen Schoell 

for putting on such a great retirement ceremony for 

Roy Wirta, Production Manager now Emeritus. He 

has religiously served from January of 1994 until 

December of 2006, a period of twelve years. And 

he always scheduled his vacations and holidays 

such that he was here to do the production of our 

newsletter, the Reed Block. Roy, I truly want to 

thank you for your very loyal twelve years. And I 

can tell from the size of the gathering that came to 

the last meeting many members feel the same way 

about you. I know, I will always miss the good 

times we had together preparing the President’s 

Message for the next newsletter. Elsewhere in this 

newsletter there is a photo and an article about 

Roy’s retirement ceremony. 

    As you all know by now Lou Fanucchi will be 

our show case for our March 11

th

 meeting. Lou 

tells me he is bringing a young lady entertainer 

along for the show case.. Sounds exciting. 

     As most of you know, I am always looking for 

other places for accordion players to play their ac-

cordions.  Well we now have two more places at 

the Mt. Miguel Covenant Village.  Lou will be the 

café player at the main restaurant, and Joe Digia-

cinto will be the café player at the Health facility 

Crider Garden Café  and Al Cerruti will be the 

café player at the Crider Restaurant #2. All you 

  by Bill Barr 

     February’s 11th theme, appropriate for upcoming 

Valentine’s Day, was Romance. Performers were re-

quested to play romantic/love songs, and everyone 

obliged.  Kjell Holmes was the MC for the day. 

      NADYA ZEIN was our Mystery Player. Nadya is 

a second-generation ALSI musician, daughter of Tiina 

and Sami Zein, trained in her native Finland and here 

by Gordon Kohl. Her selections of romantic songs- at 

least they sounded romantic- included  familiar favor-

ites and some not-so-familiar -  Finnish and European 

pieces, played in a professional  manner and without 

music, which should make her parents proud. Her in-

strument, described as a button accordion, is much 

more sophisticated than the smaller button box we of-

ten associate with Latin American or European music. 

It is Finnish-made, and similar in appearance and 

sound to the Russian bayan (remember Stas 

Venglevski who played for us a few years ago?). We 

enjoyed this new talent and look forward to seeing and 

hearing Nadya in the future. 

      The regular program opened with JANET  

MARTINI and her small piano accordion which she 

says “sounds like a button box” which she often plays. 

Janet likes to entertain and educate us with music of 

Old California - Spanish and Mexican songs from 19

th

 

-century California. And she performs them so easily, 

from memory and standing up front. Her selections 

included El Sombrero Blanco, Varsoviana, and Vals 

de Milan. 

      RUSSELL CAMP followed with selections from 

his large repertoire of Latin American and American/

English inspirational songs; Jesus Name I Love, a 

medley of Saved, Saved and Love Lifted Me, and The 

Love of God. Russell plays with inspiration, and does 

(Continued on page 4) 

accordion players be practicing your music because 

the day is coming when I will be asking you to play. 

     There will be JAM after Lou Fanucchi’s show case. 

Vicki is all energized and has chosen new music to 

add to our jam books. Sharon Marotte.is also involved 

and helping Vicki Eriqat with this work. So bring your 

jam books and your accordions and join in the jam. If 

you don’t have a jam book we have extras. 

      Look forward to seeing you all at the meeting on 

March 11

th

.  ♫    (Live Music Touches the Heart!)      

HAPPINESS AT ALSI 

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
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so completely from memory. He even played this 

time with a borrowed accordion. 

     ELKE ERTLE’s performance fit the romantic 

theme with two French waltzes, accompanied by 

Elke’s warm smile: La Ronde, and When Made-

moiselle Kisses You. We know the latter better as 

a theme for Under Paris Skies 

      NADYA ZEIN returned for one selection, this 

one entitled Tusula Polka. It’s a Finnish polka, 

which to some may sound more sophisticated than 

the Polish/German/Alpine polkas we’re used to 

hearing (please, no nasty letters to the editor). Or 

perhaps it’s Nadya’s more melodic style. 

      SAMI and TIINA ZEIN followed. (No, 

Nadya’s is not a warm-up act for her parents). 

Sami and Tiina both play the large sophisticated 

Finnish-made bayan-type button instruments, and 

they play well-arranged duets completely from 

memory. Their selections included a Finnish mel-

ody entitled, in English, My Love Belongs ToYou, 

the very American song Sweet Sue, and the uni-

versal Anniversary Waltz. 

       FARRIE ANN NICHOLS touched us with 

her performance of love songs dedicated to her 

husband. She played and sang, all from memory, 

Devoted To You, Love Me Tender, and Kiss An 

Angel. 

      AL CERUTTI followed with three genuine 

love songs, the very American /Irish Peg O’ My 

Heart, La Vie En Rose (with echoes of Paris and 

Edith Piaf), and I Wish You Love. Al plays be-

hind, but not necessarily looking at, a professional 

dance-band-style music-stand, and with a slow, 

consistent tempo appropriate to these love songs. 

     AL JACOBS, always a favorite, did not disap-

point. His style (like that of an English music-

hall?) standing, facing and visually connecting 

with his audience, playing anything and everything 

from memory, whatever the style or tempo re-

quired. His selections, correctly described by Al as 

“love songs from around the world” included Let 

Me Call You Sweetheart, Anema E Core, What A 

Difference A Day Makes, Dein Ist Mein Ganzes 

Herz (Yours Is My Heart Alone), La Vie En Rose, 

and My Funny Valentine. 

      SHARON MAROTTE and TOM BAXTER 

are a superb duet team that we’ve heard before and 

we always look forward to hearing again. This 

(Continued from page 3) 

   by Helen Estok Schoell 

     Our deep appreciation to Merle Williams and Rus-

sell Camp who came in early and set things up to 

ready the Hall for our ALSI meeting and to Penny 

Page, Debbie Ahumada, Sally Scheinok and Vicki 

Eriqat for helping set the tables and serve the food for 

our potluck luncheon.  The members brought a variety 

of delicious dishes to share in honor of Roy Wirta’s 

Retirement Party for his 12 years of volunteer service 

as producer and writer of the Happiness at ALSI  and 

for the REED BLOCK Newsletter.  Penny Page of-

fered to order the cake for ALSI to present to Roy 

Wirta.  Her choice of decoration, wording and type of 

cake with the custard filling was perfect and delicious. 

     Due to the rainy weather, we could not set up and 

serve out in the patio.  Sami Zein helped Russell Camp 

quickly set up tables inside the Bailey Center Hall just 

before the refreshment break.  Great team work! 

     Jack Marotte, photo processor of the REED 

BLOCK, took important pictures of this special event 

which appear elsewhere in this issue.  Thank you Jack. 

     God bless you all for your support and generosity.  

You helped make Roy Wirta’s Retirement celebration 

a great success.    

 

time they chose songs arranged by Frank Marocco, 

meaning that they are very sophisticated and difficult 

to play well, especially in duet form. They were When 

You Wish Upon A Star, Lisa, and Over The Rainbow.  

Only fine musicians as Sharon and Tom can carry it 

off as well as they do. 

       VICKI  ERIQAT is one of that small number of 

musicians who are able to play an accordion and sing 

simultaneously and do it well.  Her songs included 

You Belong To Me, Blue Eyes Crying In The Rain, 

It’s all Right With Me, Heart and Soul, and Stormy 

Weather. 

     JOE  DI GIACINTO (“I’m Joe”) needs no intro-

duction. His seemingly- effortless, super-professional 

multi-arpeggio style is one we all know and love. His 

selections included Yours, Release Me, He’ll Have To 

Go, Lara’s Theme, and You Belong To My Heart. 

      The program concluded with a jam-session relying 

on selections from the club’s Jam Book, with VICKI 

directing/leading the group (as if anyone could lead or 

direct this group).  ♫ 

CREDITS 
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  by Sharon Marotte 

     A tribute was paid to a fine gentleman, Roy 

Wirta, at the February ALSI meeting.  Roy Wirta 

has retired from being the REED BLOCK Produc-

tion Manager and the writer for Happiness for the 

past 12 years.   

     A plaque was presented to a very surprised Roy 

from Kjell Holmes and Helen Estok Schoell before 

the refreshment break.  A delicious potluck was 

enjoyed.  Three tables were brought inside Bailey 

Hall because of the cool weather outside.  A large 

cake was brought by Bob and Penny Page – with a 

picture of the REED BLOCK on it.  A group pic-

ture was taken by the food table and also on the 

steps of the stage.  This meeting was very well at-

tended to honor him and have our picture taken 

with him.  Thanks, Roy, for a job well done!!!   

 

  by Roy Wirta 

     I want to express my deep heartfelt thanks to all 

who so elegantly honored me at the February 11th 

meeting of ALSI.  As I said, I was truly over-

whelmed. 

     My particular thanks to President Kjell Holmes 

and especially to Helen E. Schoell who made this 

event a success with her dedication to countless de-

tails.  I thank all who so thoughtfully signed the de-

lightful card and expressed their feelings.  My sin-

cere thanks for the splendid and specially decorated 

cake that was prepared for this occasion.  And fi-

nally, I am deeply moved by the presentation of the 

magnificent engraved plaque detailing my contribu-

tions to the Accordion Lover’s Society International 

by citing my production of the REED BLOCK and 

for being a writer of “Happiness at ALSI” from 1994 

to 2006. 

     Again, I want to thank each and every one of 

your from the bottom of my heart for honoring me in 

this manner.   

TRIBUTE TO A FINE GENTLEMAN 

HEARTFELT THANKS 


