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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Kjell Holmes

After the most active
OKTOBERFEST SEASON
ever for our ALSI accordion
players, we ran into the
' very busy Month of Novem-
& ber. A month that is not nor-
mally loaded with a lot of
i accordion activity. The
month of November in-

* cluded the yearly ALSI
Herltage Day Celebration, The Mother Goose Pa-
rade with participation of our young accordion
players, and our Ensemble again performing in the
yearly Charger Blood Drive.

I wish to thank everyone for their work in mak-
ing Heritage Day such a great success. For all the
dedicated hours that Helen Schoell contributed in
organizing the best potluck of the year. Helen, it
was great. Lou Fanucchi, who by himself, organ-
ized and executed a very well scheduled musical
program that was completed in a timely manner.
Gordon Kohl for enlisting several of his young stu-
dents to play at Heritage Day. Many others quietly
did their jobs well. Kudos to Sharon Marotte for
photos and decorations, Merle Williams for video,
Jack Marotte for helping with parking: and Russel
Camp for restoring the Bailey meeting hall back to
like it was when we came to the event. Lastly, I
wish to thank Bea Kohl for her appreciated help in
the kitchen.

Mother Goose Parade consisted of ten players
on an eighteen foot long float. Five Young Players
and five of our Senior Players played accordion.
Gordon Kohl, one of the senior players, organized
the music, the players, and led the entire music
program. It was a great day. We have a lot of new
ideas for next year. Hopefully we can do some-
thing different that will give us more media recog-
nition.

Vicki Eriqat reports that the Charger Blood
Drive Concert by the ALSI Ensemble again was a
great success this year. I was sure disappointed
that [ missed it. Hopefully I will be in good health
next year. And that I can enjoy participating in this
event again.

Bob Page is doing a great job producing our
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newsletter, “THE REED BLOCK”. He has taken
a great step in filling Roy Wirta’s big shoes. Bob
has brought our Newsletter to a interesting new
level largely because of his experience in working
with the computer. Every time I see Bob He has
new and interesting ideas for our newsletter that he
wants to eventually try. This excites me very
much because new ideas will always keep our
newsletter exciting. Thank you Bob for all you do.

Our December 9" meeting will be a regular
meeting. Everyone bring their accordion and play
a few tunes. The Polka Dots have been preparing
for a showcase. They play all the time for many
things locally and once a year they play for the
yearly accordion convention in Los Vegas. Its go-
ing to be great. Go and Hear Them. There will be a
Jam at the end of the meeting with Christmas mu-
sic supplied and lead by Bob Page.

Hope to see you all there.

CREDITS

by Helen E. Schoell

Our heartfelt thanks to Russell Camp and Merle
Williams who set up tables and chairs out in the
patio and the dinner table. Merle also set up the
video camera to tape the afternoon program.

Thanks to Gordon Kohl who set up the PA sys-
tem for our accordion players and Jack and Sharon
Marotte who put up the decorations for Heritage
Day on the walls and the the dinner table. Sharon
was also our photographer for the day. Great job!

Our hostesses for the day were Sally Scheinok,
Lenita Barrett, Ardith Birdsell, Penny Page and to
our wonderful surprise, Beatrice Kohl, mother of
Gordon Kohl, who came to volunteer her most
welcomed help. They all did a wonderful job as a
team. Setting the dinner table, serving all the vari-
ety of foods and cleaning up after the meal.

Now to our members, give yourselves a big
hand for all the delicious food you prepared. Our
lunch menu included baked ham, barbecued
chicken, Swedish meatballs, beef stroganoff, five
types of salads, pizza, hot vegetables and pies for
dessert. (Dinner and dessert plates, forks, knives,
napkins, cups and coffee were provided by the
ALSI fund). You all helped to make our Heritage
Day a great success. God Bless you all for your
support and generosity.
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI

ALSDI’s 13 ANNUAL HERITAGE DAY
November 11, 2007

by Sharon Marotte

It is hard to believe that we just celebrated
Heritage Day for the 13" year!! Time flies when
we are having fun playing our accordions! The
flags of different countries were again hung on the
wall, small flags in containers decorated the food
table, covered with a pretty green tablecloth. Cleo
Reece, former member, made all of the flags years
ago and they still have lots of life left. The flags
add color and represent the countries of our mem-
bers. The food that everyone brought was out-
standing! Thanks to Helen for arranging what
each one of us was to bring. The food is one of the
highlights of Heritage Day. We did have a little bit
of drizzle during our lunch break but not enough to
ruin appetites or the pumpkin pie. Many folks
wore ethnic costumes which gave us a lot of color
to look at!

Lou Fanucchi was our MC for the day. He
personally called everyone to organize the play list
and directed the day from the microphone. Great
job, Lou!! The program ran a little longer than
scheduled but I don’t think anyone minded! Lou
had to leave to play his “tuxedo” gig, so Gordon
Kohl finished announcing the program.

ACCORDION INSTRUCTORS

Gordon Kohl
Chula Vista, CA
619-427-4344

Tom Baxter
San Diego, CA
619-239-7967

Tiina Zein
Ramona, CA
760-787-1525

Gloria Ensign
Spring Valley, CA
619-465-0543

Al Jacobs
Santee, CA
619-562-6701

Lou Fanucchi
San Diego, CA
619-948-3774
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We were very pleased to have some young
folks play for us: Jonathan and Ilana Engal and
Parker Grubinsky, students of Gordon Kohl.
They are so cute and played very well.

Several duets performed: Kjell Holmes and
Roy Wirta, Al and Claudia Wrona, Elke and
Burch Ertle, Kjell Holmes and Gordon Kohl,
Larry Kaiser and Erika Baier, Tom Baxter and
Bob Page. It was good to see folks playing music
together and very well, also.

Solo performers were: Merle Williams, Mar-
garita Romero, Gordon Kohl, Russell Camp,
Joe Colombo, Linda Hibbert, Larry Kaiser, Joe
Di Giacinto, Al Jacobs, Farrie Nichols, Jaime
Mirman and Al Cerrutti. We listened to great
ethnic music, deserving of lots of applause.

The groups were: the Scandinavian Trio
(Sharon, Vicki and Kari), Polka Dots, and the
ALSI Ensemble. Pictures were taken of each
player/players, or anyone who wanted their pic-
tures taken, in front of the ALSI sign. This has
been a tradition for many years, which has been
my job and great fun! Many people stayed to help
clean up, put chairs and tables away, pack up ac-
cordions, take down the flags, and clean up the
kitchen. A black long sleeved sweater was left
behind on the back row of chairs. It will be
brought to the next meeting to be picked up.

What a great day to celebrate our Heritage with
each other.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

This is the last issue of 2007.
Renew your 2008 Reed Block
Subscription by contacting:

Helen Estok Schoell
P.O. Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175
619-584-4970

Fees remain the same: $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada,
$27.00 for International delivery.
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