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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Kjell Holmes

WITH GREAT BACK-
GROUND ACCORDION
MUSIC, THE DOORS
WILL OPEN BEFORE 1:30
'PM FOR TONY LOV-
2 ELLO’S 2:00 PM ACCOR-

DION CONCERT.

B Tony, (whose brother

Sam ran the famous and ex-
citing HEE -HAW program on T.V. for so many
years), tells me that this might be his last trip to the
West Coast. From all reports about his recent per-
formance in Las Vegas, he is completely up to
speed, and will perform a good concert as always.
There will be all of Tony’s CD’S for sale during
the intermission.

I wish to thank Gordon Kohl and his band for
the great performance they gave at our July Meet-
ing. What a wonderful group, playing so well to-
gether.

We in ALSI wish to express our condolences to
the Arizona Accordion Club and Al Monti’s fam-
ily for the loss of their great leader. Al will be
sorely missed by the accordion world because of
his dedication and contributions to our beloved
instrument. (Please see SILENT REED article).

Yours Truly continues to be proud of ALSI and
all the help that has come about in our committee
meetings, all the publicity help that has come
about for the upcoming Tony Lovello Concert, and
all the people that worked so diligently on the June
Picnic making it such an enjoyable event.

Our next big activities are, The Showcase with
Al Jacobs in September, the OKTOBER FEST in
the Park, Heritage Day and Mother Goose Parade.
I hear the Event Committee leaders chatting about
these events and I am appreciative of all that they
do.
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With all that said, [ am anxious to see you all at
the Tony Lovello Concert on August 12 ", —

(Live Music Touches the Heart!)

CREDITS

by Helen E. Schoell

Thank you Merle Williams for coming
early to do the set up for our ALSI meeting.

Jack Marotte and Sami Zein helped put
up tables and chairs in the patio area.

Our wonderful hostesses, Lenita Barrett
and Sally Scheinok, prepared the tables by
putting on table cloths, napkins, paper
plates, silverware, cups for water and cof-
fee, and served the delicious variety of
foods that members brought to share for
our refreshment break.

God bless you all for your help and gen-
erosity. You are all great!!!

E‘Mﬂdm

ACCORDION INSTRUCTORS

Tom Baxter
San Diego, CA
619-239-7967

Gordon Kohl
Chula Vista, CA
619-427-4344

Tiina Zein
Ramona, CA
760-787-1525

Gloria Ensign
Spring Valley, CA
619-465-0543

Lou Fanucchi
San Diego, CA
619-948-3774

John Cesinger
Carlsbad, CA
760-431-6393
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI

by Sharon Marotte

The ALSI July meeting was another fun Sun-
day afternoon at Mt Miguel Covenant Village.
Bob Warner was the café player, Joe Di Giacinto
and Jerry Odling played at Crider #1 & Crider #2.
Vicki Eriqat was the mystery player. She had
planned to play her own music but played music
furnished by Merle Williams. It was a day of sight
reading — she did a great job. Kjell Holmes was
the MC.

Gordon Nyhus was our first player of the day.
It was good to see Gordon and Doris Mazanek
once again. Gordon played Barbara Polka, Blue
Skirt Waltz, Just Because and Loveliest Night of
the Year. He played with a lot of gusto and spirit.
What a guy!!

Elke and Burch Ertle were up next. They
played three sweet French waltzes. The Student
from Paris, Rue La Fontaine, L’ame Des Poetes
(Song of the poets). Someone called Burch “the
respectable husband on the bass!!” A great team-
it is always a pleasure to hear them play together.

Sharon Marotte played a couple of smile
songs, When You’re Smiling and Smiles (Kjell
smiled and sang along), Voice in My Heart which
is a song written by Helene Criscio in memory of
her beloved husband, Angelo. The words were
read before the song was played. Tyrolean Echoes
polka was also written by Helene Criscio.

Jo Gurskas played his pretty red accordion.
He played a couple of his favorite songs. It was
good to see Jo again. Al Jacobs followed by play-
ing an Italian song, Mattinata, which he dedicated
to Andy Minella who passed away recently. His
next selections were a medley of songs from Fid-
dler on the Roof, and Day in the Life of a Fool.

Hi, I’'m Joe!! Guess who.... Joe Di Giacinto!!
Joe played several pieces before our break. Flight
of the Angels, Clarinet Polka, Unforgettable, and
Somewhere My Love. Lots of accordion music on
a beautiful day.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Helen:

Thank you for the information on AIMS
(Accordion International Music Society). We
were able to contact Heinz Trilek and he wel-
comed us. He scheduled us into their program
without ever hearing us perform.

The weather was perfect and we had a great
time. We listened to beginner accordion players,
medium players, and very advanced ones. We en-
joyed them all, especially the AIMS ensemble.
They presented themselves with humor, enthusi-
asm, and talent. The group was so willing to share
music stands, chairs, mics, etc. We met some very
nice friendly accordion players up there. A French
Canadian man sang some songs in French and an
85 year old lady did a little impromptu “can can”
dance as the ensemble played.

One man said to us, “I can’t think of a better
way to spend a day than listening to accordion mu-
sic. You forget about all the world problems and
just enjoy the music and people.” He summed it
up very well.

The crowds just kept coming all day long.
Thanks again!  -Al and Claudia Wrona.

Al and Claudia Wrona performing at the
AIMS program in Santa Barbara this July.

kY
petosa accordions
313 NE 45th Sirest Saatle WA 98105

PHONE: (206)632-2700 FAX: (206)632-2733

E-MAIL: mail@petosa.com
INTERNET: www.petosa.com
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GORDON KOHL SHOWCASE

by Bob Warner

The GORDON KOHL COMBO consisting of
Bob Marstellar on sax, Charlie Romero on clari-
net, Carl Warren on drums and Gordon himself on
his Concerto digital electronic accordion per-
formed an excellent program of ballads, polkas,
tangos, Austrian melodies and Italian medleys and
tarantellas. Much of the music was danceable as
demonstrated by the tapping feet in the audience.
Gordon’s versatility and expansiveness in all gen-
res’ of music is tremendous. He is able, along with
the combo, to slip effortlessly from something like
“ CHARADE” to “GRANADA” to “POLKA
TRAIN TO LAS VEGAS” or to an Austrian
“KUFSTEINER LIED.” Gordon’s viewpoint on
the combo is to provide a full, blended sound
where the accordion not only may solo but also
provide full orchestra sounds, piano, guitar, horns,
woodwinds, chimes or whatever. All the while he
works this in with the other instruments in the
combo. The sound balance among the combo in-
struments generally leaned toward filling a dance
hall, which sometimes favored the woodwinds.
However, the sax was smooth, the clarinet mellow,
the drums dynamic and the accordion superb with
creative background and soloing. Most of the
pieces in the program were taken from the group’s
C-D, “MOONLIGHT DANCE PASSIONS.” One
that was not on this C-D was “GRANADA.” 1
have heard this composition sung, played solo and
played with full orchestra but I have never heard it
played by this instrument grouping. To say it was
outstanding is begging for the right word. For me,
this was the showstopper. Gordon’s remarkable
keyboard skills made this a very exciting piece.

The combo began with “A DAY IN THE LIFE
OF A FOOL” playing it in a slow, languid manner
with melody alternating between accordion and
sax. “CHARADE” followed in a fairly fast waltz
time with some interesting backup variations by
the accordion interspersed with melody from the
reed section. “TARANTELLA CASTELFI-
DARDQO?”, written by Gordon, took off in a speedy
6/8 time pushed by the accordion with triplet runs
and phrasings in the characteristic tarentella struc-
ture. “POR UNA CABEZA”, one of my favorite
tangos as much for listening as dancing, began
with a beautiful introduction by the accordion and
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continuing with the traditional tango tempo but with a
novel, swingy edge to the arrangement. “MOON
RIVER”, always familiar but never old, moved along
with some pleasing voicings from the accordion while
the reeds stayed on top with the melody. A very active
“JAZZ ACCORDION JIVE “ and “COSSACK
DANCER”, written by Gordon, got the audience
stirred up considerably. To give the fingers a rest, the
group played the beautiful “I WILL WAIT FOR
YOU”, again, with interesting, smooth accordion voic-
ings but with some bounce in the bridge section.

Gordon’s arrangement of “BLUE MOON” was
harmonically rich with a fine piano voicing leading the
introduction and first ending. By this time the audi-
ence was ready for a polka, “THE POLKA TRAIN
TO LAS VEGAS”, written by Gordon. It has become
a very popular and pleasing piece. The group did it
real justice today. The combo next warmed up to
“ZYDECO ACCORDION BOOGIE” and “ BEI MIR
BIST DU SCON” in traditional boogie and swing ar-
rangements. To additionally have something for eve-
rybody, this versatile combo continued with “MY
HEART WILL GO ON” from the movie “TITANIC”,
“FLY ME TO THE MOON”, “AN ITALIAN MED-
LEY”, “UNFORGETTABLE, “KUFSTEINER
WALTZ”, “TICK TOCK POLKA”, and “LA VIEN
ROSE”. The final piece for an encore was
“GRANADA” which provided an exciting ending to
the showcase.

Gordon is an expert at improvisations and fill -ins
and creative arranging. The amount of material he
played here today was huge. The musical effects he
draws out of the Concerto accordion are marvelous.
His fellow musicians rounded out the showcase with
their own professional performance. I hope I have
managed in some way to give the reader a musical
word picture of what we heard today. Better yet, buy
the C-D. This is a unique group, structured not only
for dancing but great listening. We hope to hear from
them again —

GORDON
KOHL
COMBO

Left to right:
Carl Warren
Gordon Kohl

Bob
Marstellar

Charlie
Romero
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