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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

14
by Gloria Ensign

What a magnificent party
we had to honor Kjell
Holmes. He truly deserved
this celebration of his years
as our President. Did you
notice he never stopped
smiling? We are so fortu-
nate to have known Kjell as
the bright light of our club.

Our concert on April 5
with Sylvia Marie Barber
will be exciting for all of
us. She arrives here from
Redding, Ca. on April 2
and will be kept busy play-
ing at some of my Senior
Home jobs, teaching and
getting to know all of you.

On Saturday April 4 | am
opening my home to those
of you who want to
bring your accordion and a
pot luck dish.. There will be
lots of food and accordion
music by everyone. You
must RSVP to me at 619-

465-0543 if you plan to
come so | can set up the
pot luck dinner. The time
will be Saturday from 3 to
about 8 in the eve-
ning. We will eat between
5 and 6. Bring your accor-
dion and be prepared to
join in the fun.

The concert is Sunday
April 5 and it will start at 1
to 2 o clock with a work-
shop by Sylvia. You will
learn so much from her
and you will be adding her
ideas to your own
songs. From 2 to 2:30 will
be the break of cake
(Sylvia's choice) and
drinks. Then "hold your
hat" as Sylvia gives us a 1
hour concert that will be
outstanding. At 3:30 she
will do a jam session with
all of us who have our ac-
cordions there. Bring a
music stand and your stool
and be prepared to play 2
songs that she has for
you. Then she will show
you how you can make the
songs exciting. She is one
of the most versatile ac-
cordion artists you will
ever hear, fast finger-
ing ,incredible bass work,
fun tricks within the songs,
great audience appeal and
talented in many music
categories.

Monday and Tuesday
she is available to teach
you a lesson at my

home. Prepare a song for
her to critique. RSVP to
Gloria to be given a time
for the lesson. Her prices
are 30 minutes for $25.00
or $45.00 for an hour. Her
lessons are incredible and
you will come away with a
new surge of what you
learned from her.

The May Reunion on
May 3 of past groups and
present ones of ALSI and
will be so exciting. From 1
to 2 o'clock  will be the
Polka Dots, the Rhyth-
mettes and the Friday
Group. After the break will
be the ALSI Ensemble
from 2:30 to 3:30. All past
members are encouraged
to sit in and play or just sit
with the group and en-
joy. Find these songs: Tic
Toc Polka, Beer Barrel
Polka, Blue Skirt Waltz,
Schneewaltzer, Lokkeren
Valse, Spanish eyes,
Halsa Dem Darhemma,
Too Fat polka and God
Bless America (Galla Rini
arrangement). Vicki,
Marian and Gloria will
share the directing. Call
me if you need the mu-
sic Prepare for a lot of
music and fun.

June 14 is our annual
picnic. Save the date and
help us make this a day to
remember at Lindo Lakes
Park. —
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ALSI MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER GENERAL INFORMATION

MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A.,, $26 Canada, $27.00
for International delivery. Partial year memberships can be purchased. Use this calculation as follows:
Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year. Therefore, if you are joining with a USA
club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula
would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13. Make check or money order payable to ALSI
and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O. Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175. The REED BLOCK is
published once each month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting. (Meetings are the second
Sunday of each month). Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok
Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor. Unless so stated, no
article is to be construed as an endorsement. Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments
that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor. If you disagree with anything in The REED BLOCK,
please let us know in writing.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS: If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would
like reviewed and written up in The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography
of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above. Please include the price of the item
including shipping and handling. If you want the package returned after the review please include return
postage with the package.

CUT-OFF DATE: All contributors to The REED BLOCK please note: For next month all material is due
two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the May 2009 issue is: April 20, 2009.
This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertise-
ments and ensemble schedules. Please make sure your material is received, in writing or email, no later
than that date. Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to Bob
Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org. Thank you for your cooperation.
ADVERTISEMENTS: Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per
issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue,
one -page event flyer is $25/per issue. Cost is doubled for ads placed by non-members. (All ads must be
accordion related).

MEETINGS: The club normally meets at 1:00 - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt
Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA Next Meeting will be at Bailey Hall on
Sunday, April 5th from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. (One week early because of Easter Holiday).

ALSI REED BLOCK Subscription Form

Rates January to December 2009:
US.A. $25.00, Canada $26.00 and International delivery $27.00

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: ALSI/REED BLOCK

Name:
Address:

Phone
E-mail:

Mail in care of: Helen Estok Schoell, P.O. Box 151357, San Diego, CA 92175
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI — Kjell Holmes Tribute Dinner

By Sharon Marotte
March 8, 2009

What a party!!! We honored our beloved past
president, Kjell Holmes, for his past years of service to
the Accordion and ALSI. The festivities started at | pm
at the Bell’Agio Restaurant in Tierrasanta. Many folks
arrived early and enjoyed getting acquainted with new
and old accordion friends. We were very excited to
see the white limousine arrive with all of the family
members. His daughter, Julie & Charlie and his son Eric
were there plus the three grandsons (Charlie, Tommy
and Nicholas). The boys were especially handsome and
very polite. We met Kjell’s family — His two brothers
and their wives from Washington state. (We worked
very hard to keep their attendance a surprise.) His
brother, Leif, and Karen Holgren played a few tunes
also. They wore their bright blue vests that their club
wears in Washington. Other surprise out town guests
were: Bonnie Birch, Seattle — Joe Smiell, Val Keiser,
Tor and Chris Arild, San Francisco — Karen and Keith
Holgren, Bow, WA — Dick and Marlene Myking from
Tacoma, WA plus many others who traveled far just to
be there and honor Kjell.

We enjoyed accordion music most of the day
furnished by Bonnie Birch, Gloria Ensign, Gordon Kohl,
Tom Eskola, Sami Zein, Bob Page, Ron Griffin, Jerry
Odling, Joe Odling, and Joe Di Giacinto. Ted Hill and
two of his friends from the Balboa Park dance club
danced in authentic Norwegian costumes to two songs
from Norway.

Ron Griffin and Roy Wirta were great pre-
senters of the gifts to commemorate his great efforts
for the accordion and to our club. The gifts were an
engraved Cross pen and pencil set plus a wall plaque
clock with an inscription to him.

Carlos Espinosa and the staff at Bell’Agio res-
taurant served a great meal with efficiency and profes-
sionalism. A delicious cake was served and enjoyed by
all. It was fun to fill up the parking lot and restaurant
with over 100 people. The limousine arrived to take
Kijell and his family back to his house which signaled to
all that the party was over. We had to vacate the res-
taurant by a certain time to accommodate the evening
crowd. What a fun day we had!! —

A Thank You from Kjell Holmes

What a great day March 8" was for me, and | am
sure it was a great day for all my wonderful friends who
came and enjoyed the afternoon with me. The best of
music, good food and good friends made it seem like
the afternoon went by way too fast.

Today is Sunday March 22 it is Sunday again and |
am enjoying all your wonderful cards and memories you
wrote about, music you left me with and your CD’s and
all the beautiful words you left me with on that beauti-
ful day.

No doubt, that the very hard work the Tribute
Committee did to put this together was the most thor-
ough, well scheduled, and well executed, they have ac-
complished to this day. Thank you Helen, Gordon, Glo-
ria, Sharon, Jack, Vicki and Bob.

To my surprise, after a luxurious ride in a long Lim-
ousine, at my arrival | was greeted by many club friends
plus my two brothers and their spouses. Brother Leif,
Director and Karen Halgren, President of the Hugo Helmer
Accordion Band of Mt. Vernon Washington. were playing
Scandinavian Melodies on their accordions. Bonnie Birch
from Seattle, Dick Myking of Tacoma , and John
Cesinger from Dewey Arizona. And then my good
Galla- Rini Camp friends, Joe Smiell, Val Kieser, and Tor
and Chris Arild, all from the San Francisco area. In addi-
tion to all of my local club friends, | am very happy
about my relatives, and friends who traveled so far to
celebrate this special afternoon with me. | will definitely
remember as long as | live this great day in my life. All
the strolling accordion Players and ceremonies added
so much to the event.

When 4:15 arrived we were picked up and trans-
ported home in that special Limousine again. Several
cars followed us home for an extended party at our
house. Bonnie Birch put on my favorite accordion and
entertained my wife Lora and myself and many others
while my daughter and son in law served margaritas.
Soon four accordions were playing and | still had two
more of my accordions we could have used. It pays to
have a lot of accordions. Many enjoyed Jamming on the
accordion, including Dick Myking, Ron Griffin, John
Cesinger, Val Kieser, and then yours truly took the
opportunity to join in, Karen and Keith Halgren also came,
Karen, who has organized and executed so many successful
reunions of the Hugo Helmer Band in Mt Vernon. Roy Wirta
and myself were in the original band. Roy in the late 30’s and
myself in the late 40.s. Roy participated in the first reunion in
1994.

What a great time, | can’t really get over it. | now
look forward to a great time at Galla-Rini camp and
hopefully a trip to Washington and see my brothers,
and get Bonnie to come by and entertain us all at their

house. Thanks to you all, Kjell —
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TRIBUTE DINNER PHOTO GALLERY




