
      We also received very good 

feedback from residents of Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village about 

our players who entertain as 

Café Players in the various ven-

ues at the Village. 

      As  you will see elsewhere 

in our Newsletter, at our April 

Meeting The Swamp Critters 

will do a showcase for us. They 

are a local group with an accor-

dion player and violin player. 

They play Good-Time Dance-

able, Louisiana style Cajun Zy-

deco music. I am sure everyone 

will enjoy their showcase. 

      As in past years, our May 

meeting will again be on the first 

Sunday  instead of the second 

Sunday because of Mothers Day. 

Therefore, save May 4

th

 for our 

May ALSI Meeting.   

      Hope to see you all on  

April 13

th

  when The Swamp 

Critters Perform.   — 

By Kjell Holmes 

   In March, at our regular 

meeting, it appeared as though 

we would have a small turnout 

and a limited number of players. 

The mystery player, Bob War-

ner, who normally plays accor-

dion until the meeting start  

time at 1 pm, was asked to play 

several more tunes. As Bob 

continued to entertain, to my 

pleasant surprise more and 

more players began to arrive. It 

became a very full afternoon 

with many players participating. 

       After coffee break, Joe 

DiGiacinto played a mini show-

case for us. We had a good 

number of attendees for the 

grand jam. We played many 

Irish Tunes and others from our 

jam book until almost 5 pm. 

Everyone enjoyed the jam very 

much. I received several appre-

ciative comments about the jam.  

We wish to thank Vicki Eriqat 

for a well organized and di-

rected  jam. Yours truly didn’t 

leave Bailey Hall until after 6 pm 

and it turned out to be a fun 

afternoon for all of us. Thanks 

to all accordion players who 

participated and all others who 

attended to make our meeting 

such a great success. 
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Coming in August!  

A Concert by Frank Marocco 

 

Frank will present an exciting and varied program of 

original compositions and arrangements of many 

genres of  accordion music.  His styling, technique 

and musical genius is appreciated by all  accordion 

enthusiasts. 

 

August 10, 2008 @ 2;00 pm  At Bailey Hall, 

Mt. Miguel Covenant Village  

325 Kempton Ave.  

Spring Valley, California  
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March 9, 2008    

by Sharon Marotte 

 

     We were blessed with a 

beautiful day for our March 

meeting, even though Day-

light Savings Time left some 

of us a little sleepy!!  Joe Di 

Giacinto played outside on 

the patio to warm up the 

reeds on Kjell’s accordion, 

then Kjell played his accor-

dion to greet folks when we 

arrived.  It always sounds 

good to hear accordion 

music when we arrive at 

Bailey Hall. 

     Bob Warner was the 

Mystery Player for the day – 

he played his Concerto with 

the bells and whistles effects 

to the enjoyment of the 

folks who arrived early.  

Bob played a lot of favorites 

and played the Polka Train 

to Vegas polka which 

prompted Kjell and Erika 

Baier to dance in the back 

of the room.  What fun we 

had!  Kjell Holmes was the 

MC for the day.  The cafete-

ria player was Linda Hib-

bert, Brandel was Al 

Cerutti, Jerry Odling and 

Vicki Eriqat played at Crider 

1 & 2.  I’m sure the resi-

dents of the Village appreci-

ate our music.  

     1.  Al Cerutti was our 

first player with a medley of 

songs, Beautiful Ohio, The 

West, a Nest and You, 

Mexicali Rose and Ah Marie.  

He also played La Spagnola.  

Terri and Al Cerutti will be 

leaving to go back to Can-

ada until November.  We 

have appreciated Al and his 

playing, especially at differ-

ent places in the Village.  

Have a safe journey, Al and 

Terri – see you in the fall! 

     2.  What a great surprise 

to have Harold Johnston 

join us at ALSI.  His friends, 

the Aldrich’s, brought him.  

Harold has been a member 

of ALSI since before the 

Civil War – ha ha ha – not 

quite that long.  He was 

dressed in his ALSI cap, blue 

floral print Hawaiian shirt 

and white pants.  He looked 

great!  Harold played sev-

eral songs on his white ac-

cordion and we sang along – 

Pretty Baby, Sidewalks of 

New York, In My Merry 

Oldsmobile, When You 

Wore a Tulip and Tip Toe 

Thru the Tulips.  We want 

to see Harold again real 

soon!! 

     3.  In keeping with the 

Irish theme, Sharon Ma-

rotte, played Gentle Maiden 

with a medley of folk songs, 

a couple of jigs - Irish 

Washer Woman with Dia-

mond Jubilee.  Sharon ended 

with a Mazurka entitled An-

toinetta.  She did a pretty 

good job! 

     4.  Russell Camp played 

several beautiful songs in 

the spiritual vein.  We al-

ways enjoy his playing.  A 

medley - All Hail the Power, 

All Hail Immanuel and 

Crown Him.  Russell also 

played How Great Thou Art 

and The Holy City.  He has 

been working on the piece, 

The Holy City, for awhile 

and did a great job.  He ex-

plained the meaning and 

story of the song which was 

interesting.   

     Kjell had us all give a big 

Norwegian cheer – Hip Hip 

Horray (3 times) for Helen 

Estok Schoell and Bob Page 

for a great job each month 

on the production of the 

REED BLOCK.   

     5.  Bob Page was our 

next entertainer.  We loved 

his music note suspenders!  

He played My Wild Irish 

Rose, which was printed in 

the last Reed Block - 12

th

 

Street Rag, which was chal-

lenging with great bass 

work– There’s Something 

About That Name and Sep-

tember Song, which was 

Bob’s own arrangement. 

What a talent – we are so 

glad he plays the accordion!       

     6.  Vicki Eriqat deserves 

a prize for being the best 

dressed person for St Pat-

rick’s Day.  She was quite 

green with a green hat, 

green blouse, and green 

necklace.  She looked great!  

Her songs were Crazy, Ten-

nessee Waltz and Danny 

Boy.  Vicki arranged the 

Tennessee Waltz in two 

parts for the Polka Dots, 

which has been played at 

several gigs already.  She 

also sang along with each 

song.  Great job, Vicki!! 

     Kjell had us all sing  

(continued on next page) 

HAPPINESS AT ALSI 

Inside Story Headline 

“We were 

blessed with a 

beautiful day 

for our March 

meeting, even 

though Daylight 

Savings Time 

left some of us 

a little sleepy!!” 
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By Helen Estok Schoell 

     To my great benefit and 

appreciation, Lenetta Bar-

rett called me in advance 

and offered to help as Host-

ess for our March 9

th

 meet-

ing.  She also informed me 

that she would bring sand-

wiches for our refreshment 

break time. The large tray of 

sandwiches was absolutely 

delicious! 

     Ardith Birdsell volun-

teered that day to help 

Lenetta.  They both did a 

wonderful, thorough job of 

setting the tables, serving 

goodies, cleaning up and 

putting things away. 

 

     Members as usual outdid 

themselves.  Thank you to 

those who brought soup, 

salads, cookies, and cakes.  

Everything was scrumptious. 

 

     Merle Williams and Rus-

sell Camp had everything 

set up and ready for our 

ALSI meeting. 

 

     What a blessing you all 

are. We are so fortunate to 

have supportive, generous, 

and thoughtful ALSI mem-

bers.  God bless you all and 

I look forward to seeing you 

on April 13th.  — 

CREDITS 
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“What a blessing 

you all are. We are 

so fortunate to 

have supportive, 

generous, and 

thoughtful ALSI 

members.” 

“Please share your 

upcoming events 

as to date, time 

and location of 

public appear-

ances.  Please sub-

mit these, in writ-

ing,  complying 

with the cut-off 

date, to  

Helen Estok 

Schoell or Bob 

Page.” 

Joe Di Giacinto   

Thursday & Saturday 

nights, at 6 –9pm at  

Bell’Agio Restaurant, 

Santo Rd and Claire-

mont Mesa Blvd in Tier-

rasanta, call 858-268-

8984. 

 

 

Louis Fanucchi   

Tuesday nights, 7-30-

10:00 pm, The Prado 

Restaurant (Balboa 

Park) with “Hot Club of 

San Diego”. 

Sunday, May 4 in The 

Adams Ave. Roots Fes-

tival in San Diego at 12 

& 2 pm. 

 

Sunday, May 18, at 12 & 1 pm,   In The 

Sicilian Festival at Little Italy in San Diego. 

Kjell Holmes  

Lake Cuyamaca  

Restaurant,  

5-8 pm, Fridays,  April 4 

and May 2. 

The first Friday of the 

month. 

 

 

 

Howard Kantorowski 

Will be conducting High 

School Student Orchestra 

in “Bye Bye Birdie” on June 

18, 19 & 20 at 7 pm and 

June 21 at 2 pm and 7 pm 

at The Performing Arts 

Center at The Salvation 

Army Ray & Joan Kroc 

Corps Community Center 

located at 6845 Universtiy Ave., San Diego.  

PLAYING AROUND 

(continued from prior page) 

Happy Birthday to Chuck Fabatz and Vicki Eriqat.  Vicki 

accompanied us while we sang.  We had our lunch/snack 

break out on the patio.  The tables looked festive with 

green tablecloths and lots of food.  We enjoyed a beautiful 

day at Mt Miguel, snacking and visiting with our friends. 

     We gathered back inside Bailey Hall and Kjell talked 

about upcoming events.  Our big excitement is the )August 

concert with Frank Marocco.  Other events will be listed in 

the REED BLOCK.   

     7.  Al Jacobs played Irish tunes with lots of requests:  

When Irish Eyes are Smiling, Irish Washer Woman, Molly 

Malone, My Wild Irish Rose, a Jig, Too-Ra-Loo-Ra-Loo-Ral, 

Rose of Tralee, a Little Bit of Heaven, When You’re Smil-

ing, McNamara’s Band and Danny Boy.  Al can play any-

thing that is requested of him!! Good job, AL!! 

     8. Joe Di Gincinto finished out the day with a lot of easy 

listening music.  The one song that is remembered was 

Somewhere My Love, along with lots of other good tunes.  

Joe can sit and play, one song after another. 

     Vicki Eriqat directed the Jam Session with nine (9) play-

ers.  We had a good time with some audience participa-

tion.  We played some of the Irish tunes from the Jam 

books and other requested songs.  Harold Johnston joined 

us for the jam and we hope he returns to our club meet-

ings.  —   



     One of our distinguished members, 

Sam Costabile recently celebrated his 

90th birthday.  Although he doesn’t 

play the accordion, he has repaired or 

sold instruments to many of Southern 

California accordion aficionados.  His 

reputation for excellence has spread 

mainly by word of mouth over the 

years. 

     These days Sam says his age is 

starting to keep him from tackling the 

difficult repair jobs, but he always has 

two or three accordions in his work 

room (garage).  Tending to aging in-

struments is not something that he has 

done his entire life.  Although his fa-

ther played the accordion, Sam does 

not.  He is very interested in music, 

and has a great appreciation for musi-

cal artistry, but his soul belongs to the 

accordion.   

     For many years Sam worked in 

Foundries.  After a heart attack, Sam 

began building and selling fishing 

equipment.  While visiting various 

garage sales, he found an accordion 

which soon found a home in his work-

shop.  He knew enough about accor-

dions to know that the Guerinni he 

just purchased was in good shape.  

After selling this instrument for a  

profit he saw a new interest emerging 

that has led him in the following years 

on a new and rewarding career of 

repairing and selling accordions. 

    Soon enough Sam was finding 

plenty of used accordions.  But many 

of them needed help.  He taught him-

self, but that only went so far.  At that 

time, the mid 80’s, the Universal Ac-

cordion Company was located close 

to Sam’s home in Hacienda Heights.  

Sam stopped in one day to see what it 

was all about.  He ran into a gentle-

man named Reno who handled re-

pairs for the company.  They got to 

know each other and over the years 

Reno showed Sam how to tackle 

the ugly, messy jobs.  Sam said the 

greatest compliment he has ever 

had came from Reno one day when 

Reno told him, “You’re the master 

now”.  

     When Sam was asked which 

accordion brands were his favorites 

he responded with Sonola’s from 

the 50’s & 60’s (the great SS mod-

els), Giulietti (he had great respect 

for Mr. Giulietti who never com-

promised on quality) and today he 

considers the Bugari Armando hard 

to beat 

     Our best wishes to Sam on his 

90th year!  — 

(excerpted from Accordionaire’s Newslet-

ter) 

BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE FOR SAM COSTABILE 

Inside Story Headline 
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PICNIC COMMITTEE 

June 8th 

 

Master of Ceremonies 

Bob Warner                                                    

Manager Tickets 

Helen Schoell 

Manager Raffle 

Helen Schoell 

Power Supply 

Merle Williams 

Chief Cook 

Jack Marotte 

2nd Cook 

Merle Williams 

 

HERITAGE DAY 

November 9th 

 

Committee Chair 

Lou Fanucchi 

Committee Members 

Erin Quinn 

Gordon Kohl 

Heritage Flags 

Sharon Marotte 

Heritage Photographer 

Sharon Marotte 

Food Coordinator 

Helen Schoell 

Kitchen Helpers 

 

OKTOBER FEST 

BALBOA PARK 

 October 12th 

 

Master of Ceremonies 

 Program Lineup Manager 

   Sun Awnings 

Jerry Odling 

City Permits 

Burch Ertle 

Power Supply 

Merle Williams 

Manager of Chairs 

COMMITTEES 

“To help to get 

more members 

involved in club 

activities we have 

organized a 

committee 

approach to 

running and 

managing the 

club.”  

 

Gordon Kohl 

Chula Vista, CA 

619-427-4344 

 

Gloria Ensign 

Spring Valley, CA 

619-465-0543 

 

Lou Fanucchi 

San Diego, CA 

619-948-3774 

 

Tom Baxter 

San Diego, CA 

619-239-7967 

 

Tiina Zein 

Ramona, CA 

760-787-1525 

 

Al Jacobs 

Santee, CA 

619-562-6701 

Accordion 

Instructors 



“BACK TO THE FUTURE” 

LOU FANUCCHI, ACCORDION ARTIST 

 

By Bob Warner 

 

     Louis FanucchI’s “BACK TO THE FUTURE” re-

lease of a two-disc collection of his personal recording 

history is indeed a trip from the past into the future. 

Here you will find everything from avante garde jazz, 

classical Beethoven, Rachmaninov, Tchaikin, Bach and 

Galla Rini, novelty numbers, Astor Piazzolla tangos, 

Gershwin, pop tunes, concerto suite for accordion, 

sonata for accordion mixed in with recording studio 

sessions and live performances. You can follow Lou’s 

musical career from 1985 through to the present, 

2007. Some of his output consists of solo, other is 

with a hot modern ensemble. 

DISC 1 

ON FIRE 

FANUCCHI’S 5th 

SPAIN 

RHAPSODY IN BLUE 

BLUE BOSSA 

LIBERTANGO 

ADIOS NONINO 

BLUE MOON 

QUANDO, QUANDO, QUANDO 

(HEY BABY) QUE PASO 

DISC 2 

LA CAMPANELLA 

FREYLEKHS #1 

CONCERTO #2 (THEME/ RACHMANINOV) 

JOLLY CABALLERO 

DAKOTA POLKA 

BEGIN THE BEGUINE 

DARK EYES 

INTRODUZIONE FUGA (FUGAZZA) 

TOCCATA AND FUGUE IN D MINOR (BACH) 

CONCERT SUITE FOR ACCORDION 

PRELUDE (TCHAIKIN) 

SONATA IN D MINOR (GALLA RINI) 

     I have listened to these two discs many, many times, 

both in my car and on my hi-fi system. Each time I have 

heard something new and appealing in this prodigious out-

put. There is the impeccable technique, the innovative ar-

rangements, great interpretations and use of the entire 

instrument. The bass side is never ignored by Lou Fanucchi 

as you will see while listening to these great performances. 

In essence it is a sampling of Lou’s musical life. He has been 

and is one of our best performing accordion professionals 

and this output simply adds an exclamation point to all of 

the work in his performances throughout these years. His 

versatility is impressive because he is able to handle any 

thing from the hot, angular rhythms of “ON FIRE” and  

“FANUCCHI’S 5

th

 to the exquisitely performed “LA CAM-

PANELLA”, “RHAPSODY IN BLUE” or the “CONCERT 

SUITE” and “SONATA.” Top that off with his singing and 

accompanying in “QUANDO, QUANDO, QUANDO” and 

“(HEY BABY) QUE PASO” and you get some idea of the 

depth and breadth of his talent. 

     So start out with DISC 1 and “ON FIRE” followed by 

“FANUCCHI’S 5th”, “SPAIN” and “BLUE BOSSA”. Struc-

turally these rhythms are difficult to play with their synco-

pated off the beat nature and fast tempo. Listen to the fast 

paced rhythms of the accordion accompanied by bass and 

drums. The crisp bass and treble chording gets your atten-

tion immediately. These are jazz numbers elevated to virtu-

oso levels. In listening to “RHAPSODY IN BLUE” I was 

struck by the accuracy of the transcription to accordion. 

All of the original composition is played flawlessly. Piaz-

zolla’s “LIBERTANGO” and “ADIOS NONINO” played 

live locally at LESTAT’S is only a small sampling of Lou’s 

Piazzolla repertoire. The combination of accordion and 

violin with bass and drums is a different but very pleasing 

ensemble grouping. 

     The last three tracks on the disc, “BLUE MOON, 

(continued on next page) 

ACCORDION CD REVIEW  
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