
Accordion Club with 

him.  They plan on a pro-

gram of ensemble, duets 

and solos for us.  They 

will surprise us with some 

original polkas that they 

are compiling in an al-

bum.  Bring your accor-

dion as they want us to 

join them in 3 songs at the 

end of the program, Hava 

Nagila, Oh Marie and Lina 

Mazurka.  You will be 

given the music for them. 

     We have an exciting 

year for you.  Take out 

your accordion and join 

us each month.  Bill Barr 

our Master of Ceremony 

is looking for new players 

and it would be great to 

have you as part of our 

programs.  — 

 

  

   by Gloria Ensign 

 

     What a wonderful Sun-

day we had with the Re-

union Ensemble.  Have 

you ever heard such glori-

ous music from seven ac-

cordions?  Lucille Camotti 

was a master at directing 

this group.  She danced 

around the stage encour-

aging the players to give 

their all in volume, accents 

and legato phrases.  They 

will return in January of 

2010 and put on another 

fabulous show for us. 

     A grateful Thank You 

to everyone who has of-

fered their help at our 

meetings.  The Food 

Committee of Jane, Joe, 

Linda and Elsie do a super 

job for us.  Jack has kept 

us on the right track with 

the sound system along 

with Merle on the cam-

era.  We are so lucky to 

have all of them. 

     Our February Show 

Case is from Ari-

zona.  The president, Jack 

Dermody, will bring 6 

members of his Arizona 
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STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING REMINDER      

 

The ALSI Steering Committee Meetings are usually held the Wednesday after 

the ALSI meeting - Anyone is welcome to attend, come with ideas for our 

club, have lunch and get acquainted with workings of ALSI.  Please contact 

Sharon Marotte at 619-286-3948 for a reservation.  Our next meeting will be  

February 11, Wednesday  at 11:00 am in the Valley Kitchen Café, 875 Ho-

tel Circle South - Mission Valley.  — 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS  FOR KJELL’S TRIBUTE DINNER! 

Deadline is February 13, and there are limited seats available. 

Call (619)584-4970 or (619)286-3948 for more information. 
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MEMBERSHIPS: for the calendar year, January to December, are $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, $27.00 

for International delivery.  Partial year memberships can be purchased.  Use this calculation as follows: 

Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year.  Therefore, if you are joining with a  USA 

club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to deduct and the formula 

would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13.  Make check or money order payable to ALSI 

and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O.  Box 151357 San Diego, CA 92175.  The REED BLOCK is 

published once each  month for delivery to members prior to the next meeting.  (Meetings are the second 

Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should be submitted to Helen Estok 

Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no 

article is to be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments 

that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in   The REED BLOCK, 

please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would 

like reviewed and written up in  The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography 

of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above.  Please include the price of the item 

including shipping and handling.  If you want the package returned after the review please include return 

postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to  The REED BLOCK please note:  For next month all material is due 

two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the March 2009 issue is: February 22, 

2009.  This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, ad-

vertisements and ensemble schedules.  Please make sure your material is received,  in writing or  email, no 

later than that date.  Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to 

Bob Page at webmaster@accordion  -club-sandiego.org.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per 

issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue, 

one -page event flyer is $25/per issue.  Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members.  (All ads must be 

accordion related). 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00  - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA   (Next Meeting will be at Bailey Hall on 

Sunday, February 8th from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm).   

ALSI REED BLOCK Subscription Form 

 

Rates January to December 2009:  

U.S.A. $25.00, Canada $26.00 and International delivery $27.00 

 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:  ALSI / REED BLOCK 

 

Name: ________________________________ _______________________________  

Address: ________________________________ ______________________________  

________________________________ ________________________________ ____  

Phone________________________________ ________________________________  

E-mail: ________________________________ _______________________________  

 

Mail in care of: Helen Estok Schoell,  P.O. Box 151357, San Diego, CA 92175  



Page 3 Volume 15      Issue 2 

 

   

  by Sharon Marotte 

         

     Our January 11

th

 ALSI meeting was 

lots of fun!  We had many folks playing 

in different venues at Mt Miguel.  Kjell 

Holmes played at Crider #1,  

 

     Jane Ford played at Crider #2,  

 

 

     Vicki Eriqat was at Brandel  

     Linda Hibbert  was the Café player.    

 

(continued on next page)  

HAPPINESS AT ALSI 

Joe Di Giacinto  and Sharon Marotte 
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(continued from prior page) 

 

    Joe Di Giacinto and Sharon Ma-

rotte shared the Mystery Player spot – 

they played together and had folks 

dancing in the aisles of Bailey Hall.   

     Bill Barr was our MC for the day.  

He introduced five players which was a 

small amount of players, but good play-

ers, I might add!! 

     Russell Camp was our first player 

of the day.  His songs were:  Worthy of 

Worship-O Worship the King-Thou Art 

Worthy.  He also talked about his ex-

perience of teaching kids in Guatemala. 

I’m sure Russell has many stories to 

share about the school and students 

there. These are some of the songs they 

learn: Cantadal Senor-Rey de Rey-

Cristo es la Pena.  His last selection was 

Over shadowed by His Mighty Love.   

     Erika Baier and Larry Kaiser 

were a new duet to our club.  Larry had 

called Erika that same morning and they 

played at our meeting. Talk about pick 

up and go!!  They did great…their songs 

were:  Janet’s Waltz and Mit Humor – a 

polka.  We hope to hear from them 

again soon!! 

     Vicki Eriqat sang Autumn Leaves in 

French and English, Bella Mia which is a 

pretty Italian song, and Little Things 

mean a Lot.  Vicki does very well with 

different languages. 

      Next we heard from Marian 

Sowell – what a treat!!  Marian said she 

was pretty nervous, but you couldn’t tell.  

She sat and played In the Mood.  Then 

she went out into the audience and 

played You Are my Sunshine and Show 

Me the Way to go Home.   We all sang 

along and enjoyed her style very much.   

     Kjell Holmes approached the mi-

crophone and took the opportunity to 

formally introduce Gloria Ensign as 

our new President and thanked the club 

for their support and gave his best 

wishes for the continued success of the 

ALSI accordion club. 

     Joe Di Giacinto played for us as we 

had our snack time out on the patio.  We 

enjoyed a beautiful day, with lots of sun-

shine.  It was a good time of visiting with 

friends.  Thanks to our kitchen crew for 

setting up the tables, making coffee, etc.  

Thanks to our members for bringing 

foods to snack on!!  

We were excited to hear the Reunion 

Band from Los Angeles area as our fea-

tured Showcase.  They are excellent play-

ers and played a great program.   —  

STUDENTS: The Rose City Accordion Club in Portland, Oregon  is accepting applica-

tions for a $250.00 Student Accordion Scholarship. The scholarship is open to any ac-

cordion student 18 years of age and younger residing in Oregon, Washington or California. 

Applicants must currently be taking instruction from a recognized accordion instructor. Ap-

plication deadline is 01 March 2009.  Applicants will be judged on accomplishments to 

date, potential for future progress and enthusiasm for playing the accordion. Teacher rec-

ommendation will also play prominently in the selection process.   

The application form can be downloaded from the WEB Site: 

 http://www.rosecityaccordionclub.org/  or contact Steve Knapke at  (503) 521-9140. 



EVENT COMMITTEES 
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Visit  ALSI  Website:  

 www.accordion-club-sandiego.org 

(206) 632 -2700  phone  

 (206) 632-2733  fax 

 www.petosa.com  

  313 NE 45th Street  -   Seattle, WA 98105  

       C U S T O M C R A F T E D  —  

“ARIZONA”  COMMITTEE 

February 8th 2009 

 

Committee Chair 

Gloria Ensign 

Master of Ceremonies 

Bill Barr  

Food committee 

Jane Ford 

Linda Slinko 

Joe Stables 

Helen Stables—Cake 

Video 

Merle Williams 

Sound System 

Jack Marotte 

Chair setup 

Russell Camp 

Dining Hall Chair 

Bill Barr 

Photographer 

Sharon Marotte                                                   

“PICNIC” COMMITTEE 

June 14th 2009 

 

Master of Ceremonies 

Bob Warner                                                    

Manager Tickets 

Helen Schoell 

Manager Raffle 

Helen Schoell 

Power Supply 

Merle Williams 

Bob Page 

Chief Cook 

Jack Marotte 

2nd Cook 

Merle Williams 

3rd Cook 

Bob Page 

Many opportunities for service are available for these and other club events.  If you would like to be a part of these ALSI 

activities, please contact the Club  Secretary, Helen Estok Schoell at 619-584-4970. 

OKTOBERFEST/ BALBOA 

PARK 

 October 11th 2009 

 

Committee Chairs 

Gordon Kohl, Kjell Holmes, Bob Page 

Master of Ceremonies 

Bob Warner 

Hospitality Booth 

Ron & Helen Schoell 

 Program Lineup & Sun Awnings 

Jerry Odling 

Decorations 

Sharon Marotte 

City Permits 

Burch Ertle 

Power Supply 

Merle Williams, Bob Page 

Manager of Chairs 

Gordon Kohl 

Security 

Jack Marotte 
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SHOWCASE REVIEW 

REUNION ENSEMBLE SHOWCASE 

  Directed by Lucille Camatti 

January 11, 2009 

 

  by Bob Warner 

 

     The mellow sounds of the REUNION EN-

SEMBLE resounded throughout the Mt. Miguel 

Covenant Village meeting hall this afternoon. 

This ensemble consisting of Director Lucille 

Camatti and accordionists Mark Deily, 

Marion Lynn Fiske, Bill Sinner, Bobby 

Dietsch, Donna Pavlinch Massey, Bar-

bara Stec DesRochers returned with a sur-

prise after a great performance last year. Carl 

Fortina joined the group for this perform-

ance, playing the bass accordion and doing 

some arranging. Carl, who is no stranger to 

the accordion world, has thousands of epi-

sodes to his list of performing credits in the 

movies, TV, radio and public appearances. 

One thing that strikes you about this ensem-

ble is that it has a rich sound with depth from 

top to bottom. The middle reed voicings are 

full and powerful with full accordion providing 

the punch when it is needed. Bass rhythm fills 

in the bottom so that their arrangements give 

you a full range of tones to enjoy. Their audio 

systems are excellent. 

     The program began with “BLUES IN THE 

NIGHT” played at a moderate tempo and im-

mediately followed by the “PINE TOP SMITH 

BOOGIE “commonly referred to as Tommy 

Dorsey’s boogie. The rendition reminded me 

of summer nights by the lake dancing under 

the gazebo to Dorsey’s recording. The boogie 

jive was there, big time. The introductory 

measures were hugely reminiscent of the clari-

net trill in that recording. 

     Next the ensemble presented the 

“IMPERIA OVERTURE”, a virtuoso piece of 

considerable complexity and significance. It 

started with a series of dark, major statements 

eventually leading to a somewhat light hearted, 

rhythmic theme. However, it was classical 

throughout with many changes in tempo, 

rhythm and dynamics with tight direction from 

the leader. They performed this extremely 

well. An “ITALIAN MEDLEY” took us from 

classical to melodic Neapolitan. The introduc-

tion included an imitation of a mandolin fol-

lowed by some good old fashioned Neapolitan 

melodies. Surely the accordion is made for 

this kind of music. When they came to 

“BELLA NOTTE” , BOBBY DIETSCH per-

formed a fine vocal. 

     Barbara Stec performed a medley of bal-

lads with Bill Sinner and Donna Pavlinch in 

kind of a duet jam session. The ballads, notably 

“AUTUMN LEAVES” and “ANNIVERSARY 

WALTZ” were done in a moderate swing 

tempo with a hint of Frank Marocco in the 

arrangements. Swing and jazz music is right 

down her alley and she performs it with ease. 

This is the way to have fun on the accordion. 

Carl Fortina showcased his arranging skills 

with “CHEEK TO CHEEK”, a song written by 

Irving Berlin and first performed by Fred 

Astaire in the movie TOP HAT (1935). I love 

to dance and this piece had my feet moving. It 

was sharp and crisp with the jazzy, syncopated 

phrases performed in harmony right on the 

button. There were some nice runs in the 

background designed to give certain phrases 

an emphatic lift. 

     In my opinion, “JALOUSIE” by Jacob Gade 

is one of the most beautiful tangos ever writ-

ten. Carl Fortina’s orchestration for this num-

ber was marvelous. This is an impressive gypsy 

tango played at virtuoso level by the group. 

The initial descending triplets develop into a 

dramatic introduction that further develops 

into the first melody followed by the final 

dolce melody in beguine tempo. The group’s 

rich harmony was particularly suitable for this 

piece. 

     A Trio of Bobby Dietsch, Donna Pavlinch 

and Bill Sinner supported by Carl on the bass  

(continued on page 8) 



 

“Please share date, 

time and location 

of public appear-

ances.  Submit 

these, in writing,  

complying with the 

cut-off date, to  

Helen Estok 

Schoell or Bob 

Page.” 

Inside Story Headline 

Page 7 Volume 15      Issue 2 

 

 

Louis Fanucchi  

  

Tuesdays  7-30-10 pm, 

The Prado Restaurant  

with “Hot Club 

Combo of San Diego”. 

 

Fridays, Feb. 6 & 13 

  7-10 pm, at Romesco in Bonita on 4346 

Bonita Rd. (619-475-8627) 

 

February 8   3:00 pm in Concert with Yale 

Strom at Houston, Texas. 

 

February 20 12:00 pm at the San Francisco 

Russian Festival (Feb 20-22). 

 

 

 

 

Joe Di Giacinto   

Thursday & Saturday nights, 

at 6 –9 pm at  Bell’Agio 

Restaurant, Santo Rd and 

Clairemont Mesa Blvd in 

Tierrasanta, call 858-268-

8984. 

 

 

 

Kjell Holmes  

Lake Cuyamaca Restaurant,  

At 5-8 pm, Friday, Febru-

ary 6 & Friday, March 6.   

 

 

 

 

PLAYING AROUND 

UPCOMING ACCORDION EVENTS 

ACCORDION WORKSHOP 

FEBRUARY 16th.   

Gordon Kohl will hold his monthly workshop 

starting at 6:30 pm.  Each month features a mu-

sic study and informal Jam session.    The work-

shop will be held at the Bell’Agio Restaurant, 

Santo Rd and Clairemont Mesa Blvd in Tierras-

anta.  Cost:  $20 and $12 for all non-student 

guests. 

For further information, call  619-427-

4344. 

 

FEBRUARY SHOWCASE 

February 8th. 

Join us at the regular ALSI meeting that will fea-

ture a Showcase with Jack Dermody and 

Friends from the Arizona Accordion Club.  

They will perform ensemble, duet and solo 

pieces which should be entertaining for all.  

There will also be a chance to play some songs 

with them as well, so bring your accordion.    

They will perform between 2:30 and 3:30 p.m.     

  

February 8      Showcase: with 

                           Jack Dermody 

                           And Friends. 

 

March 8           Kjell Holmes 

                           Tribute Dinner 

 

April 5             Concert: with 

                           Sylvia Marie Barber 

 

May 3              Reunion of 

                          Ensemble Groups 

 

June 14            Annual Picnic 
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(continued from page 6) 

launched into the racy and difficult novelty, 

“DIZZY FINGERS” by Zez Confrey. They 

changed it to have a bellows shake intro and 

ending. The actual title is “HOLIDAY” because 

there were also elements of “HOLIDAY FOR 

STRINGS” woven into the arrangement. It 

was played presto but a moderate presto so 

you could hear the individual notes in the ar-

peggios and runs. It was energetic and fun. An-

other novelty, “THAT’S A PLENTY”, a rollick-

ing jazz number from the past, was played with 

gusto and a big sound by the entire ensemble. 

Bobby Dietsch then provided a solo interlude 

with an emotional rendition of “DANNY 

BOY” using a light, smooth touch throughout. 

Lucille next directed the group in a “Duke El-

lington Medley, notably consisting of “BLACK 

AND TAN FANTASY”, “DON’T GET 

AROUND MUCH ANYMORE” and “SATIN 

DOLL”. The fantasy was exquisite and Satin 

Doll bounced with a danceable beat. 

     Rounding out the classical music, a trio of 

Mark Deily, Bobby Dietsch and Marion Lynn 

Fiske played a splendid “FUGUE IN G MI-

NOR” (the “little” fugue) by Bach. The shifting 

themes and sonorous range of this piece are 

well suited to the accordion and they did it 

well. 

     Up to this time I had never heard Carl 

Fortina play. Well, it was terrific! Carl had a 

special accordion with him given to him by 

Jascha Heifetz, the great violinist. It had a small 

piano keyboard for the left hand instead of the 

usual bass buttons. The two numbers he 

played,   “MAKIN’ WHOOPEE” and “LOVER” 

were a tour de force in sophisticated jazz on 

the accordion. He is a master of this particular 

accordion design. His technique is impressive, 

the arrangements are virtuoso level. It was a 

small sample of what he has done and is still 

doing today. It was a pleasure to hear this 

great professional play. 

     Following Carl, this versatile group played 

the beautiful and haunting “VIENNA, CITY OF 

MY DREAMS” in a wonderfully rich orchestra-

tion. Then, an interesting departure from 

regular programming occurred when Lucille 

asked the three ladies of the ensemble to 

demonstrate heel and toe polka steps. With 

Bobby Dietsch playing a good old Slovenian 

polka, the ladies chose partners from the audi-

ence and began the dance. Soon, half the audi-

ence was in the aisles dancing. It was great fun! 

The program ended with a performance of 

Scott Joplin’s “ENTERTAINER”. Joplin’s brand 

of jazz was interpreted well. Of course an en-

core was in order so the ensemble finished 

with a “boogie” piece based on what I would 

call a 12 bar boogie beat. It really jumped and 

it was a fitting end to a highly entertaining and 

professional showcase. 

     The REUNION ENSEMBLE is a talented, 

dedicated group of truly fine musicians. Lucille 

Camatti directs the group with skill and 

aplomb. They gave us another outstanding 

program and we certainly want to see them 

back next year.  — 

 

Carl Fortina and his unique accordion  
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This is page one.  Page two and three will be published in next issues of newsletter.  — 
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 The ALSI Accordion Club 

  Proudly Presents: 

   Our February Showcase 

 Featuring: 

   Jack Dermody and members of the 

Arizona Accordion Club 

 

Sunday,  February 8, 2009, From 2:30 – 3:30 pm at 

Bailey Center Hall, Mt. Miguel Covenant  Village  

325 Kempton Ave. Spring Valley, California  

 

The players will be part of the ensemble pictured above.  They will play four ensemble pieces, a few 

duets, and a number of solos. They would like to invite our members to play along with them on sev-

eral numbers where music will be provided.  They would also like to play Supermarket Polka as a 

“mass band” since both ALSI and their ensemble learned it for the AFNA competition last year. They 

asked our members to “just dust it off guys, bring the music and your accordions!!!” 

 

Admission:  $4.00 members, $5.00 non-members  

at the door 

 

 

(Light refreshments of cake, tea and coffee will be provided).  

 

For more information please call (619)584-4970 or (619)465-0543  


