
ble a tremendous group 

of accordion artists, 

both in meetings and 

special concerts.  Your 

support, participation in 

the music and friendship 

are key elements that 

provide energy and fresh 

ideas for the continued 

success of the club.   

 

     April 11th is a time 

for our membership to 

take a journey to Louisi-

ana and enjoy the music, 

gumbo soup and warm 

cornbread!  Please come 

to this meeting and give 

support to a home-

grown San Diego accor-

dionist, R.A. Richard.  

His rendition of original 

American music from 

the bayou will be ours 

to enjoy.  This music can 

be simple or compli-

cated in it’s rhythm 

structure.  What better 

way to be introduced to 

the music from Louisiana 

than with a workshop 

followed by traditional 

food and the great fun of 

a mini-concert.  For  

 

(continued on page 6 )  

    

  by Gordon Kohl 

 

     Hello to ALSI mem-

bers and friends.  The 

beautiful days of Spring-

time are here again.  I 

must admit almost every 

day in San Diego is filled 

with sunshine and fun 

times.  For those of us 

who came to the March 

club meeting, that was 

certainly true.  Bonnie 

Birch, a very accom-

plished accordionist from 

Seattle Washington, pre-

sented ALSI with a pro-

gram demonstrating the 

many styles of music that 

feature the accordion.  

Her bass line technique, 

bellow control, dynamic 

expression and personal 

stage presence were 

phenomenal.  A work-

shop class on triad 

chords built on each 

scale tone for a song 

was interesting and im-

portant for improvising 

on an easy  melody. 

 

      The members of 

ALSI, from both near 

and far to San Diego, 

have requested a con-

tinued selection of vari-

ety in music and enter-

tainment at the meet-

ings. A continuing effort 

to find new musical tal-

ent in Southern Califor-

nia is underway.  The 

ALSI committee has re-

sponded with a won-

derful array of ener-

gized musical activity for 

the coming months.  A 

club meeting missed is 

like missing a great 

warm sunny beach day 

in San Diego.  To every-

one, come and support 

the activities at ALSI.  

This club is one of a 

handful of accordion 

clubs in the USA which 

has been able to assem-
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MEMBERSHIPS:  current member renewal for twelve month term; the fee is $25.00 U.S.A., $26 Canada, 

$27.00 for International delivery.  For new members; partial year memberships can be purchased.  Use this 

calculation as follows: Subtract $2 for each month that has elapsed for the calendar year.  Therefore, if you 

are joining with a  USA club membership in July, six months have elapsed, so 6 times $2 would be $12 to 

deduct and the formula would be: $25 - $12 = $13, thus the payment would be $13.     Make check or 

money order payable to ALSI and send to: Helen Estok Schoell, at P.O.  Box 151357 San Diego, CA 

92175.  The REED BLOCK is published once each  month for delivery to members prior  to the next meet-

ing.  (Meetings are the second Sunday of each month).  Your input to the REED BLOCK is invited and should 

be submitted to Helen Estok Schoell or email to Bob Page at webmaster@accordion -club-sandiego.org or 

Mary Lou Erwin at marylouerwin@att.net. 

DISCLAIMER:  Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the Editor.  Unless so stated, no 

article is to be construed as an endorsement.  Articles not written by the Editor may contain comments 

that do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor.  If you disagree with anything in   The REED BLOCK, 

please let us know in writing. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO RECORDING ARTISTS:  If you have an audio/video tape cassette you would 

like reviewed and written up in  The REED BLOCK, please send us a professional copy and a short biography 

of the artist; include names, date and places to the ALSI address above.  Please include the price of the item 

including shipping and handling.  If you want the package returned after the review please include return 

postage with the package. 

CUT-OFF DATE:  All contributors to  The REED BLOCK please note:  For next month all material is due 

two weeks before the next meeting, accordingly the due date for the May 2010 issue is: April 26, 2010.  

This includes all items such as articles, upcoming events, playing around, accordion workshops, advertise-

ments and ensemble schedules.  Please make sure your material is received,  in writing or  email, no later 

than that date.  Please submit your input to Helen Estok Schoell (at above ALSI address) or email to Bob 

Page at webmaster@accordion  -club-sandiego.org or Mary Lou Erwin at marylouerwin@att.net.    

Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADVERTISEMENTS:  Members may place one small ad per year at no charge, business cards are $6/per 

issue or $60/per year, quarter-page is $15/per issue, half -page is $25/per issue, full -page is $50/per issue, 

one -page event flyer is $25/per issue.  Cost is doubled for ads placed by non -members.   

(All ads must be accordion related). 

MEETINGS:  The club normally meets at 1:00  - 4:00 P.M. on the second Sunday of each month at the Mt 

Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton Ave, Spring Valley, CA    

Next Meeting will be on Sunday,  April 11th from 1:00  to 4:00 pm in Bailey Hall 

at Mt. Miguel Covenant Village.   There will be a Workshop and Mini -Concert 

featuring R. A. Richard and his Cajun music.  —    

—  ALSI Steering Committee -— 

 

The ALSI Steering Committee Meetings are usually held the Wednesday after the monthly ALSI 

meeting.  Anyone is welcome to attend, to share ideas for our club, and have lunch and get ac-

quainted with workings of ALSI.  Please contact Sharon Marotte at 619-286-3948 for a reservation.  

Our next meeting will be  April 14, Wednesday  at 11:00 am  in the Coco’s Restaurant at the 

intersection of Friars Road and Mission Gorge in San Diego.   — 
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HAPPINESS AT ALSI    

March 14, 2010 

    

    By Sharon Marotte 

 

 

Our March ALSI meeting was once 

again a great time with beautiful weather.  Sev-

eral folks wore green as St Patrick’s Day was 

the upcoming event later in the week.  A spe-

cial thanks to the folks who played at different 

spots at Mt Miguel Covenant Village:  Cafeteria 

player was Bob Warner, Brandel was Al 

Cerutti, Crider #2 was Kjell Holmes  and 

Jerry Odling, and Crider #1 was played by 

Sharon Marotte.  We did not have a mystery 

player or MC because of the workshop with 

Bonnie Birch who was our special guest 

player from Seattle, WA. 

The workshop by Bonnie Birch was 

presented at 1 pm to many accordion players 

and interested audience members.  Her topic 

was ‘Musicianship for the Accordionist’.  We 

received a handout with the information that 

she presented.  We worked on a ear training 

exercise, knowing the root of chords and dia-

tonic chord progressions, transposing, using 

scales in different forms, improvising from a 

lead sheet – these skills were used to the song, 

“All of Me”.   

After the workshop, we enjoyed an-

other great lemon cake by Helen Stables, and 

were entertained by Merle Williams , playing 

his accordion on the patio.  Music on the patio 

has been an addition to our musical venue and 

is greatly enjoyed by the cake/coffee crowd.  

Come and join us – All are welcome as we 

enjoy accordion music and friends.  After the 

meeting, several of us gathered at Marie 

Callender’s restaurant on 70

th

 & Hwy 8.  We 

enjoyed a good meal and good conversation.  

We are looking forward to next month’s 

workshop and Showcase.  Hope to see you 

all there!!   —   

 

COME and JOIN US next month. 
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SHOWCASE REVIEW 

 

   

 

      BONNIE BIRCH SHOWCASE   

 MARCH 14, 2010  

 

      by Bob Warner 

 

     It would seem that this afternoon an angel 

came down to play for us. In reality, it was Bonnie 

Birch who came down from Seattle, Washington 

to put on a program of outstanding artistry. Her 

program spanned a remarkable genre of composi-

tions that went from “A to Z” as she so aptly 

stated in the beginning. This was not the usual col-

lection of accordion solos. Many of the songs we 

had not heard before; others would not normally 

be played on the accordion. Many were familiar. 

The music had the three “V’s” – variety, versatility 

and virtuosity. It all required technique and inter-

pretations of the highest order. Putting this to-

gether with informative commentary about the 

various pieces and a warm, pleasing persona made 

for a very entertaining afternoon. Her powerful 

AM 1100 PETOSA accordion served her well in 

this program. The microphone setup allowed us to 

hear both sides of the accordion clearly. 

 

     She began with “A MAN and A WOMAN” 

performed in a slow relaxed style with musette 

voicing and filling in the pretty melody with rhyth-

mic chords and a musical bass line. A Brazilian 

tune, “BRAZILLERINHO” had somewhat of a 

modern sound played at a quasi-paso doble tempo 

and a very active right hand. The “CARMEN 

MEDLEY” from the opera “CARMEN” by Geor-

ges Bizet translated well for the accordion. The 

familiar toreador and gypsy dance music was a vir-

tuoso arrangement. “THE DESERT SONG” 

from an operetta by Sigmund Romberg was de-

lightfully melodic as most of Romberg’s work was. 

The tango “ECSTACY” began with a very dra-

matic chord line leading to a refrain. This was not 

an easy tango. The performance was crisp and 

very danceable. 

 

     From Ireland we heard “FELIX THE FISH-

ERMAN” which had the familiar jig structure 

with a very active right hand. A fun piece for sure! 

Next came a schottische, “GLAD OCH LIVID”, 

with its characteristic bouncy rhythm but demanding 

nonetheless. Bonnie then played a difficult arrange-

ment of the “HUNGARIAN DANCE #5”. It was 

dazzling. Her “ITALIAN MEDLEY” was a lot of 

fun but what caught my attention was a great ar-

rangement of “CIRIBIRIBIN”. It had swing and 

virtuoso variations built around the melody. A 

French piece, “JAVA” began with a simple refrain 

but quickly developed into running variations around 

the melody. “KOMM ZIGANY” by Georges Bou-

langer had the typical gypsy/bohemian quality that 

was woven into a beautiful, familiar melody. The last 

section was fast and furious as most gypsy music is. 

It was also a quality arrangement played very well. 

Next we heard “JAVA”, a piece from the movie, 

BLUE ANGEL, followed by an Italian song, 

“MARECHIARE” which had a fast march-like 

tempo. Very nice! 

 

     Bonnie continued with “NON JE NE RE-

GRETTE RIEN”, a song associated with the fa-

mous French singer, Edith Piaf. I listened to Edith Piaf 

sing this song with orchestra at a Yahoo website. A 

dramatic piece, Bonnie’s interpretation was right on 

the mark. Next, “OLE GUAPPA”, was a tango full 

of energy and much keyboard action. Bonnie then 

took another gypsy tune, “PLAY FIDDLE 

PLAY”, written by Emery Deutsch, and had a little 

fun with it by doing a swing arrangement. She  

followed this with “QUE RESTE TIL NOUS 

AMOURS” which turned out to have a familiar 

melody played in beguine tempo. Shifting emphasis 

again, we heard “REPEERBAHN NIGHTS”, a 

happy, German waltz quickly followed by 

“SAKKEJARVEN POLKA”, a Finnish polka. Yes, 

we do know this piece; our member Sammy Zein 

has played it for us. These last two numbers elicited 

quite a bit of audience response. 

 

     Bonnie continued on with “TRAIN MEDLEY”, 

“UNDER PARIS SKIES” and “VANESSA”, a 

1952 instrumental song by the Hugo Winterhalter 

orchestra. This was another one of Bonnie’s virtu 

 

(continued on next page)  
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SHOWCASE REVIEW (cont.) 

(continued from previous page) 

 

oso arrangements. Shifting from 4/4 time to ¾ was 

a novel. Also, a descending series of chords took 

the bass right down to the last row. I’m not sure if 

I ever went below D-flat. 

 

     “WAVE”, one of my favorites, “X-RAY VI-

SION”, a blues number written by Bonnie, 

“YOU GO TO MY HEAD” and “ZORBA 

THE GREEK” brought us to the end of an extra 

special afternoon of music. Bonnie played “YOU 

GO TO MY HEAD” using only bass chords which 

gave this ballad a different but attractive style. Of 

course, there had to be an encore – “YOU’D BE 

SO NICE TO COME HOME TO”, a beautiful 

ballad but in this case played with a cleverly 

thought out jazz arrangement. Terrific! 

 

     We all had a wonderful time and I’m sure 

we will see this fine professional back again 

before too long.  — 

(continued from page 1 ) 

 

sure, bring friends who enjoy live music to this 

club meeting and they will beg you to come to 

ALSI events month after month. 

 

     The accordion, as a musical instrument, 

has found it’s place in music around the world.  

Cultural heritages have flourished the past 150 

years because of the accordion.  Music forms 

include: French musette; gypsy; music of Hun-

gary, Russia and Poland; Strauss music in Aus-

tria; Polka music in Bavaria and Scandinavia; 

the Italian tarantella and mazurka dances are 

all played on the accordion.  The modern folk 

expressive music of Ireland has rich accordion 

fills as does Klezmer tunes in Israel.  The ac-

cordion can be found in Middle Eastern music 

too.  The exciting vibrant tuning of the fixed 

reed instrument has helped to expand the mu-

sic palette in these cultures of the world. 

 

     This April11th, ALSI is going to have some  

fun.  Everyone is invited to hear music right  

 

(continued on page 7 ) 

 

“Please share date, 

time and location 

of public appear-

ances.  Submit 

these, in writing,  

complying with the 

cut-off date, to  

Helen Estok 

Schoell or Bob 

Page.” 

PLAYING AROUND 

Louis Fanucchi  

 

April 1, 15, 22, 29 from 

6:30 pm at IL FORNAIO 

RESTAURANT in Coro-

nado 

April 6, 13, 20, 27 from 

5:30 pm at PAESANO 

RESTAURANT in San 

Diego.. 

April 7, 14, 21, 28 from 7 pm at 

ROMESCO BISTRO in Bonita. 

April 8 from 7:00 pm at the Village Jazz 

Series with THE HOT CLUB COMBO in 

Yuma, Arizona. 

June 10, 13 from 7 pm at S.D. Jewish Arts 

Festival with YALE STROM in San Diego.. 

 

For more information call Lou at 

619-948-3774. 

 

Kjell Holmes 

 

  

Friday, April 2, & May 7 

from 5—8 pm at Lake  

Cuyamaca Restaurant,  

 

 (Kjell performs at the res-

taurant the first Friday of 

each month.) 

 

 

Gordon Kohl 

 

April 4  Easter Sunday from 

11:30 - 3: 30 & 4:30 -  7:00 

pm at Lake Cuyamaca  

Restaurant. 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (cont.) 



  Happy Anniversary  

 

    May your lives always be happy and 

filled with precious times To remember.   

         

For those of you married in the month 

 of  December: 

 

 

Sami and Tiina Zein ,  21st 
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CREDITS 

 

         Best Wishes for a very Happy  

Birthday for those born in the 

month of April. 

 

  4/1 Kjell Holmes 

 4/17 Joe Stables 

 4/19 Ted Hill 

 4/22 Fred Ferino 

 4/22 Gordon Nyhus 

 4/26 Ronald Wisley 

 4/27 Millie Hansen 

 

A Very Happy Anniversary  

In April To:  

 

            Burch and Elke Ertle  

        April 10th  

 

Joseph and Frances Colombo  

April 28th      

 

  by Helen Estok Schoell  

 

     Our many thanks to Merle Williams, Rus-

sell Camp and Jack Marotte, they came early to 

set things up for the afternoon’s performance and 

showcase.  Ron Schoell, Mary Lou Erwin and I 

came early to greet members and non-members at 

the door. We collected entrance fees, member-

ship renewal fees and had everyone sign in.  

Yours truly made the coffee.  I also set up the 

tables in the patio area with the necessary items 

for our afternoon refreshment break.  Gordon 

Kohl brought two ½ gallons each of Lemonade 

and ice tea which was enjoyed by all.  Helen Sta-

bles baked a delicious lemon cake and took care 

of serving it at break time.   

     At the close, Mary Lou Erwin and Ron 

Schoell took care of the kitchen clean up.  

Gordon with the help of a couple of members 

helped Russell Camp fold chairs, tables and then 

put them away.  Sharon Marotte was busy writ-

ing “Happiness at ALSI” and taking pictures.  

Thank you all for your help and support. Wishing 

you a HAPPY EASTER and God BLESS you all  — 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (cont.) 

(continued from page 6 ) 

 

out of Louisiana.  Bring some friends to listen 

to true accordion music from the Bayou.  R.A. 

Richard will present a workshop with two 

study songs.  We will then enjoy gumbo soup 

and cornbread followed by an entertaining 

mini-concert.  “Rich” will bring out the 

warmth of the Louisiana music including Cajun 

style songs to a receptive ALSI audience.  For 

those of you that wish to go to New Orleans 

some day, begin your journey this April 11th 

and be here at the ALSI meeting.  

 

     The magnificent Sylvia Barber will soon 

visit ALSI on May 1st and 2nd.  Tell your 

friends to come and enjoy her performance 

and workshop filled with technical keyboard 

and bass tricks for every keyboard enthusiast.  

Sylvia has the talent to mesmerize any audi-

ence.  Her music performances are so exciting 

to hear.  I promise you an ALSI experience of 

a lifetime.  RSVP’s are always appreciated.  

Come early on May 2nd, for you will want to 

sit in the first three rows. 

 

     Please pick-up an ALSI PARKING PASS.  

These should be displayed on the dashboard 

and parking in the employee spaces on Sunday 

afternoon is allowed and would be appreci-

ated.  Also, please pick up jam music that will 

be used in the “Accordion Music Jam” at the 

June 13th picnic at Lindo Lakes Park in Lake-

side. 

 

 

     ALSI is a great accordion club.  We are on 

the move in 2010 featuring a line-up of great 

live music.  We all can reach for new goals 

with our music study and performance.  With 

improved musicianship comes a new enjoy-

ment for our favorite instrument, the accor-

dion.    Enjoy your music experiences and be a 

part of the ALSI accordion club in San Diego. 

 

      Gordon  — 



Inside Story Headline  
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(206) 632-2700  phone  

 (206) 632-2733  fax 

 www.petosa.com  

  313 NE 45th Street  -   Seattle, WA 98105  

       C U S T O M C R A F T E D  —  

Visit  ALSI  Website:  

 www.accordion-club-sandiego.org 

ALSI  TREASURER’S  REPORT 

INCOME & EXPENSE FOR FIRST QUARTER 2010 

 

Monthly Meetings                                 Reed Block 

                                                                        

INCOME       JAN         FEB        MAR            INCOME           JAN        FEB         MAR        

MEETING       $ 106.00   $ 263.00   $ 204.00        MEMBERSHIP     $ 300.00   $ 899.00   $ 478.25 

DONATION      

TOTAL           $ 106.00   $ 263.00  $ 204.00        TOTAL              $ 300.00   $ 899.00   $ 478.25 

 

EXPENSES                                                       EXPENSES                                                          

INSURANCE   $ 100.00   $ 100.00  $ 100.00         DISTRIBUTION  $ 153.12   $  66.56   $ 168.55   

SHOWCASE              *        50.00     600.00         P.O BOX RENT                                     48.00 

FLYERS                                46.00 

OTHER                35.00        86.00      35.00 

TOTAL           $  135.00   $ 282.60  $ 735.00        TOTAL               $ 153.12  $   66.56   $ 216.55   

                                                                

INCOME                                                           INCOME 

(LOSS)          $ ( 29.00)   $(19.60)  $ (531.00)      (LOSS)              $ 146.88  $  832.44   $ 261.70 

 

TOTAL INCOME/(LOSS)      $ (579.60)          TOTAL INCOME/(LOSS)        $1241.02 **                                                               

* Tom Eskola donated $50 back to ALSI.                  ** Distribution expense will continue year-long                                                                                                       
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COMING THIS MONTH 

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED:  Traditional Louisiana Style Gumbo 

Soup and Cornbread with beverages and dessert will be served to attendees  

during the intermission break.  Come and join us! 


